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Three-year-old brutally
raped, battered to death
GURUGRAM

A three-year-old girl was
brutally raped and battered
to death after she was
abducted from a jhuggi-
jhonpri cluster here on
Sunday, the police said. The
accused is absconding. The
body of the victim was found
dumped at an abandoned
shop in Badshahpur, about

2 km from the slum cluster.

DELHI METRO » PAGE 1

Journalist deposes

in support of Akbar

NEW DELHI

Sunday Guardian Editor and a
former colleague of M.J.
Akbar, Joyeeta Basu, on
Monday described the former
Union Minister as a “thorough
gentleman with an impeccable
reputation” before a Delhi
court. "Akbar has always been
a thorough professional and a
brilliant teacher," she said,
while deposing before
additional chief metropolitan
magistrate Samar Vishal.
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Rafale deal not done

in a hurry: Centre

Defence procurement procedure was fully followed, SC told

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) approved the
procurement of the 36 Ra-
fale jets well over a year after
the Indo-French Joint State-
ment to acquire the aircraft
“as quickly as possible” was
issued, said a government
note in the Supreme Court
on the Rafale deal.

The Defence Procure-
ment Procedure (DPP) 2013
mandates that acquisitions
worth over 1,000 crore
should be first cleared by the
CCS.

Since 2002, over 1,100
contracts valued at ¥7.45
lakh crore were successfully
concluded using the DPP
structure, introduced after
the Kargil War.

The note, submitted ear-
lier to the court and made
public on Monday as per a
court order of October 31,
claimed that DPP 2013 was
“completely followed.”

The document showed
that the CCS approved the
signing of the Inter-Govern-
mental Agreement (IGA) for
procurement of the 36 jets
only on August 24, 2016 —
well over a year after the In-
do-French statement of
April 10, 2015, which the
note said conveyed an “in-
tent” to acquire the jets in a
fly-away condition.

Defending

the deal

Key assertions made by the Centre,
seeking to explain the decision-making
process behind the Rafale deal

Why The need for a new India-France deal...
negotiations During years of negotiations, adversaries
between inducted modern aircraft (over 400)
Dassault and upgraded older versions. So, in the
and HAL Indo-French joint statement on April
ended 10, 2015, an intent was unveiled to
Contract acquire 36 Rafale jets in fly-away condi-
negotia- tion on better terms than earlier process
tions reached || i

a3 stalemate Process followed On offset partner...
due to unre- after statement... There is no mention
solved issues Steps were taken as of any private Indian
on making per DPP 2013: Cab-  [GITELTES GITEEN LR G )
108 aircraft inet Committee on IGA or offset con-

in India. HAL Security approved tracts. Offset contract
needed 2.7 proposal by Indian does not envisage
times more Negotiating Team manufacture of Rafale
man-hours on Aug. 24, 2016. aircraft in India by any
than what Inter-Governmen- private or public firm.
the French tal Agreement Dassault is yet to sub-
side would (IGA) was signed mit formal proposal
take on Sept. 23, 2016 on offset discharge

The approval of the De-
fence Acquisition Council
(DAC), the highest body for
defence procurement, was
taken on May 13, 2015.
Again, a month after the In-
do-French statement.

The government said the
DAC approval was taken “as
stipulated in the DPP.”

‘Critical necessity’

The note said the joint state-
ment was issued after the
Government of India con-
veyed to the French govern-
ment about the “critical op-
erational necessity” for

Multi-role Combat Aircraft
for the Air Force. This neces-
sity, it said, was triggered by
the “extremely critical”
combat potential of the Air
Force caused by a three-year
stalemate.

The situation was due to
“unresolved issues” over
man-hours and contractual
obligations between HAL
and Dassault Aviation over
the production of 108 Rafale
jets, of a total 126, to be in-
ducted in the Air Force as
part of an earlier proposal.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

High alert

Boats beached: A fisherman walks beside fishing boats on the coast of the Bay of Bengal in Chennai on Monday. Tropical
cyclone 'Gaja’ is forecast to cross the Tamil Nadu coast between Cuddalore district and Pamban in Ramanathapuram district in
the forenoon of Thursday. =arp (REPORT ON PAGE 7)

‘No perfect
solution for
fake news’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

CEO and co-founder of
Twitter Jack Dorsey on
Monday said there was no
perfect solution to deal
with the problem of “fake
news” and “misinforma-
tion” on social media in the
context of the upcoming
general election.

Speaking at an event in
IIT-Delhi, he likened the
problem to that of security
and said that even the best
lock can be broken and the
challenge was to keep
building better locks.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 7
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SC frowns on tardy CVC submission

Bench adjourns hearing on probe into accusations against exiled CBI chief

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A 24-hour delay by the Cen-
tral Vigilance Commission
(CVC) in filing its report on
the inquiry against exiled
CBI Director Alok Kumar
Verma led the Supreme
Court to adjourn Monday’s
crucial hearing to November
16 (Friday).

The report was submitted
before a Bench of Chief Jus-
tice of India Ranjan Gogoi
and Justice Sanjay Kishan
Kaul in a sealed cover. It was
then that Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta, for the CVC,
said the inquiry into the
charges against Mr. Verma
got over on November 10. At

c) You did not file the report... the
Supreme Court Registry was
specifically opened till 11.30 a.m. on
Sunday [November 11]... There was
no information from you... You could
have filed the report even at 1 p.m.,
provided you had informed the

Registry

Chief Justice RANJAN GOGOI

this, Chief Justice Gogoi
made the court’s displeasure
evident on the delayed filing.

“You did not file the re-
port... the Supreme Court
Registry was specifically
opened till 11.30 a.m. on
Sunday [November 11],”

No early hearing in
Ayodhya case, says SC

Appropriate Bench will hear it in Jan.

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court on Mon-
day refused to entertain a
plea for an early hearing in
the Ram Janmabhoomi-Ba-
bri Masjid title dispute case.
Chief Justice of India Ran-
jan Gogoi said the court had
already directed the case to
be put up before an appro-
priate Bench in January to
fix the date for hearing the
appeals. “We have already
passed the order. The ap-
peals are coming up in Janu-

ary. Permission declined,”
he said, rejecting an oral
mentioning by advocate Ba-
run Kumar Sinha, repre-
senting the Akhil Bharat
Hindu Mahasabha.

On October 29, the court
had clarified that the deci-
sion on when to start hear-
ing the appeals would be de-
cided by an “appropriate
Bench” before which the
matter would come up in
January.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

Chief Justice Gogoi said, pull-
ing up the CVC.

‘Delay in reaching court’
Mr. Mehta said there was a
delay in reaching the court,
by which time the Registry
was closed.

“There was no informa-
tion from you... You could
have filed the report even at 1
p.m., provided you had in-
formed the Registry,” Chief
Justice Gogoi retorted.

“They [the CVC] could
open their offices at 2 a.m.
on October 23 to pass orders
against Alok Verma, but they
could not file their inquiry
report on time,” remarked
senior advocate Dushyant
Dave, for petitioner NGO
Common Cause.

Mr. Mehta then apolo-
gised, following which the
court allowed the CVC re-
port to be placed on record.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

Union Minister
Ananth Kumar dead

Cremation to be held this afternoon

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU
Senior BJP leader
and Union Minister
for Parliamentary
Affairs, and Chemi-
cals and Fertilizers
Ananth Kumar
passed away at a private
hospital here around 2 a.m.
on Monday. He was 59.
He is survived by wife Te-
jaswini and two daughters.
According to the Sri Shan-
kara Cancer Hospital and
Research Centre, where he

Over 60% polling recorded
in Chhattisgarh first phase

Voters ignore Maoist boycott call, turn up in large numbers

SUVOJIT BAGCHI
JAGDALPUR

Chhattisgarh voters on Monday
ignored the Maoist call to boy-
cott the election and turned up
in large numbers for the first
phase of polling in 18 constituen-
cies.

Chief Electoral Officer Subrat
Sahoo said 60.49% polling was
recorded in the partly extremist-
dominated seats. While this was
about 5% lower than the last As-
sembly election, the percentage
may go up when the final fi-
gures come in, he said.

Polling peaceful
“Polling is continuing and the fi-
gure is expected to go up. It
could end up around 70%,” Mr.
Sahoo said around 7 p.m. Poll-
ing was peaceful and people
voted in areas where they had
almost never exercised their
franchise earlier.

“Booths which used to poll

SC raps Bihar police for not tracing Manju Verma

Bench summons Bihar Chief Secretary over state of affairs in shelter homes

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court ex-
pressed shock on Monday at
the inability of Bihar Police
to arrest absconding former
Social Welfare Minister Man-
juVerma, who resigned from
the government in the wake
of the Muzaffarpur shelter
home scandal, in an ammu-
nition haul case.

A Bench led by Justice Ma-
dan B. Lokur directed the
State Director General of Pol-
ice to explain his force’s in-
ability to trace her.

“A (former) Cabinet Minis-
ter is not traceable. Fantas-
tic. How could it happen that
a (former) Cabinet Minister

Former Bihar Social Welfare
Minister Manju Verma. =

is not traceable and nobody
knows where she is? Do you
realise the seriousness of
this? You have to explain to
us how a (former) Cabinet
Minister is not traceable,”
Justice Lokur remarked at
the Bihar counsel.

Ms. Verma had resigned

as Minister after it came to
light that her husband Chan-
drashekhar Verma had spo-
ken to Brajesh Thakur, the
prime accused in the case,
several times between Janu-
ary and June.

The Bench posted the
case for hearing on Novem-
ber 27.

‘Powerful persons’
The Bench further sum-
moned the Bihar Chief Se-
cretary after advocate Fauzia
Shakil, appearing for peti-
tioner Nivedita Jha, raised
the issue of the state of af-
fairs in 14 other shelter
homes in Bihar.

Ms. Shakil submitted that

powerful persons were in-
volved and abuse of minor
boys and girls continues at
these 14 shelter homes.

The State has taken no ac-
tion, she said.

“There appears to be wi-
despread mismanagement
in the shelter homes of Bi-
har,” Justice Lokur said.

Advocate Aparna Bhat, as-
sisting the court as amicus
curiae in the case, said the
Child Welfare Committee
was not functioning proper-
ly in Bihar.

“Child Welfare Commit-
tee? Even the police are not
functioning in Bihar,” the
Bench observed.

(With PTI inputs)

Long wait: Voters patiently queued up to cast their ballots
at Narayanpur in Chhattisgarh on Monday. =e1i

five or 10 votes earlier have re-
corded higher polling,” Mr. Sa-
hoo said.

“In Palamguda, deep inside
the core Maoist areas in Sukma
district, 44 persons voted for the
first time. In Mulad and Nilab-
haya in Dantewada, 10 and 19

persons voted respectively,” he
said. In one of the Maoist-con-
trolled areas in Chintagufa in
Sukma district, polling was un-
usually high.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10
DANGEROUS TACTICS » EDITORIAL

Prayagraj: HC asks U.P,
Centre to file affidavits

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW

The Lucknow Bench of the
Allahabad High Court on
Monday asked the Centre
and the Uttar Pradesh go-
vernment to file counter affi-
davits within a week on a pe-

tition  challenging the
decision to rename Allaha-
bad as Prayagraj.

A Bench of Justice Vikram
Nath and Justice Rajesh
Singh Chauhan passed the
order on a PIL moved by
H.S. Pandey.

The petitioner argued
that it was necessary to in-
vite objections from the pu-
blic under Section 6(2) of
the revenue manual before

changing the name of a dis-
trict, but the said provision
was not followed in the pre-
sent case.

The State counsel op-
posed the plea by submit-
ting that the provision was
applicable in case the reve-
nue area had to be changed.
But, he added, only the
name was changed in the
present case and, therefore,
the petition was not main-
tainable.

After hearing both sides,
the court asked the State
and the Union government
counsels to place their argu-
ments on record by filing
counter affidavits. The next
hearing is on November 19.

was under treat-
ment, Mr. Ananth
Kumar was diag-
nosed in June with
lung cancer, which
was at an advanced
stage.
He went to New
York for treatment and re-
turned 25 days ago.
Mr. Ananth Kumar’s cre-
mation will be held here on
Tuesday afternoon.

KARNATAKA LOSES ITS
DELHI FACE » PAGE 10

In Oct., retail
inflation
cools to 3.31%

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Consumer inflation, as
measured by the Consum-
er Price Index, eased in Oc-
tober to 3.31%, from 3.77%
the previous month, owing
to slowing price growth in
the food, housing, and
footwear segments.
Inflation in the food and
beverages segment con-
tracted 0.14% in October,
compared with a growth of
1.01% in September.
Growth in industrial ac-
tivity, as measured by the
Index of Industrial Produc-
tion, slowed marginally in
September to 4.5%, from
4.67% in August, owing to
slowing growth in the ma-
nufacturing and capital
goods sectors, official data
released on Monday
showed.

1IP GROWTH SLIPS TO 4.5%
IN SEPTEMBER » PAGE 13

Deny MSP
to stubble
burners: NGT

SHINJINI GHOSH
NEW DELHI
Stating that State govern-
ments had failed to curb
stubble burning, the Na-
tional Green Tribunal
(NGT) on Monday sum-
moned the Chief Secretar-
ies of Delhi, Punjab, Ha-
ryana and Uttar Pradesh.
Officers have been di-
rected to draw up a plan
to provide economic in-
centives for farmers to not
burn crop stubble, and
disincentives for those
who continue to observe
the practice.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 7
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Tea estate employee
abducted by militants
ITANAGAR

The supervisor-cum-store
keeper of Sati Tea Estate at
Namsai district in Arunachal
Pradesh has been abducted
by armed militants, police
said on Monday. The tea
estate belongs to former MLA
Nang Sati Mein and the
abductors have demanded a
ransom of %3 crore, the police
said.

The victim, identified as
Debabrata Deb, was abducted
from his temporary residence
at around 7.15 pm on Saturday
evening.
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TMC to contest Assam rural polls

Party sees window of opportunity in 'insecurity’ of Bengalis in the State

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI
The killing of five Bengali vil-
lagers by suspected extre-
mists in eastern Assam on
November 1 has apparently
given the Trinamool Con-
gress a window of opportun-
ity to contest the State’s pan-
chayat elections for the first
time.

The rural polls are sche-
duled in January 2019.

Condolence meeting

West Bengal’s Urban Deve-
lopment Minister Firhad Ha-
kim flew in to Guwahati on
Monday to attend a condo-
lence meeting for the five
who were gunned down at
Bisonimukh-Kherbari  vil-
lage. The TMC’s State unit
had organised the meet.

His was the second visit to
the State by the TMC leaders
in a week. On November 5, a
delegation of four of the par-
ty’s lawmakers, including
MP Derek O’Brien, had visit-
ed Bisonimukh-Kherbari to
stand by the victims and pro-
vide them assistance.

‘Feeling insecure’

“It is not just the Bengalis
that are feeling insecure in
Assam under a BJP-led go-

TMC activists at a rally in Kolkata to protest against the killing
of five Bengalis in Tinsukia district of Assam on November 1.

= FILE PHOTO

vernment. Other communi-
ties are feeling threatened
too,” Mr. Hakim said, criticis-
ing the slow progress of the

investigation  into  the
killings.
He also said that the TMC

would be contesting the pan-
chayat polls where the BJP’s

ruling ally Asom Gana Par-
ishad is keen on contesting
on its own and the pro-mi-
norities All India United De-
mocratic Front wants to tie
up with the Congress to keep
the BJP out.

Monday also saw the lead-
ers of the pro-talks faction of

DIPR/UK/5927

FINANCE DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF UTTARAKHAND

FINANCE SECTION-1

No.1315/01(130)-2016/XXVII(1)/2018
Dehradun, Dated :06 November, 2018

PRESS NOTE

10 YEAR UTTARAKHAND GOVERNMENT STOCK 2028
The Government of Uttarakhand is floating a 10 rear loan in order to finance development schemes,
such as those relating to Power, Agriculture, Irrigation and Industries for economic growth of the
State. The Stock will be sold through the Reserve Bank of India by auction in the manner indicated
in the finance department notification No. 1314/01(130)-2016/XXVII(1)/2018, dated November 06,
2018. The successful bidders will be required to make payment on November 14, 2018. Which will
be the date of commencement of the tenure of the Stock. The loan will be repaid at par on November
14, 2018. The issue price will be Rs. 250.00 crore (nominal) interest at the rate determined by the
Reserve Bank of India on the basis of bids received, will be payable half yearly.
Interest in respect of the loan will be subject to tax under the Income Tax Act. 1961. Subscriptions for
the loan can be made in the form of Cash/Bank Draft or Cheque and will be received at the public debt
offices of the Reserve Bank of India at Kanpur and Mumbai.
Details of the terms of loan are contained in Finance Department Notification dated November 06,
2018 referred to above, copies of which alongwith the application forms are obtainable from the
receiving offices mentioned above.

Financial position of the Government of Uttarakhand

The Government’s budget documents (which can be obtained from the website budget.uk.gov.in) give
detailed information regarding the latest financial position of the state.
Balance in the Reserve Funds : The balance at the credit of the Uttarakhand consolidated sinking
fund as on March 31, 2017 was Rs. 2313.5855 crore.
Debt position : The total debt of the Government of Uttarakhand as on March 31, 2017 was of the
order of Rs. 35209.59 crores consisting of Rs. 10212.85 crores in form of Special Securities issued
to National Small Saving Fund of Government of India, Rs. 20832.29 crores on account of State
Development Loans, Rs. 3509.14 crores representing loans from the Agricultural Credit fund of the
National Bank of Agriculture and Rural Development and rest includes Govt. of India loans.
Assets of the Government : Against the outstanding public debt of Rs. 35209.59 crores the assets
of the State Government on March 31, 2017 are in the form of roads and bridges, Irrigation projects,
Power projects, Departmental buildings and other capital projects.

(Savin Bansal)
Additional Secretary
Government of Uttarakhand

corruption -  Build

10 bagged the first prize.

Engineers India Ltd. conducted a painting
competition in D.T. E. A Senior Secondary
School. This was a part of the vigilance
awareness week. The topic was ‘Eradicate
a  new
Mr. S. K. Gupta, G.M, Vigilance department
and S. C. Hansdah, D.G.M., Vigilance
department, organised the show and gave away
prizes to the winners. Shivam Saxena of class

PAINTING COMPETITION FOR VIGILANCE WEEK

India’.

12™ SPORTS MEET

Bal Bharati Public School, GRH Marg hosted the
12th All India Inter Unit Bal Bharati Sports Meet
recently. There were 1102 players from 21 different
units of BBPSs. The events conducted were Table
Tennis, Badminton, Basket Ball, Volley Ball,
Tennis, Chess and Athletics. Eminent coaches
judged the events. Shri Gautum Gambhir, former
Captain of Indian cricket team, was the Chief Guest.
Mr. Bhanu Sachdeva, Arjuna Awardee for excellence in swimming and Ms. Divya Singh,
former Captain Indian women’s basketball team were the Guests of Honour. The other
guests included Mr. LR Channa, Hon’ble President of CES and Chairman of BBPS, GR,
Mr. SK Bhattacharya, Convener, Sports Council, CES. Other dignitaries were present.

As a part of Vigilance Awareness Week, The
Hindu, in association with Engineers India
Limited and D.T.E.A Senior Secondary School,
R.K. Puram, conducted a drawing competition
in the school premises on the theme ‘Eradicate
corruption — Build a new India’. Students from
classes 4 to 6 participated in the competition.
Prizes were awarded to the top 3 entries.

VIGILANCE WEEK

the extremist United Libera-
tion Front of Asom (ULFA)
holding a “brotherhood
meeting” with some Bengali
intellectuals and activists of
the State headed by Pradip
Sen Sharma.

The Assam government
had after the November 1
killings arrested two pro-
talks ULFA leaders - Mrinal
Hazarika and Jiten Dutta -
for provocative statements.

‘Situation deteriorating’
“The situation in Assam is
deteriorating due to some
misunderstanding among
the communities. Some
third party is taking advan-
tage to create a violent rift
between the Assamese and
Bengalis in the State. We met
in a bid to iron out the diffe-
rences,” ULFA leader Anup
Chetia said.

“Both groups agreed that
the Centre’s move to pass
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2016, has strained
the cordial relationship the
two communities have been
enjoying for decades now,”
Mr. Chetia said.

“We can see a deep con-
spiracy behind the attempts
to divide the two communi-
ties,” Mr. Sen Sharma said.
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TUESDAY, NOV. 13
RISE 06:42 SET
RISE 11:29 SET

Timings

17:29
22:14

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 14
RISE 06:43 SET
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THURSDAY, NOV. 15
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23:06
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Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 30 13

Safdarjang 30 13

Palam 31 15

Delhi Palam Today

31°C Light drizzle is expected.
A partly cloudy sky is likely. A
comfortable and humid day will
persist.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

30°C There are chances of
light drizzle. A comfortable and
humid afternoon is likely. A
cloudy sky will persist.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2018
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Fire torches not the way to
drive away elephants: SC

Tells W.B. govt. to fix responsibility for any accident owing to this

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court ques-
tioned the West Bengal go-
vernment Monday over the
use of fire torches to drive
away elephants and direct-
ed the State to place before
it the names and designa-
tions of the Forest officials
who would be held respon-
sible for any accident due to
this.

The apex court observed
that the use of fire or fire
torches “cannot be the only
answer” for driving away
elephants in West Bengal
and directed that the tender
floated by the State govern-
ment for procuring burnt
mobil oil for distribution
among villagers not be pro-
cessed in the meanwhile.

Man-animal conflict

When the counsel appear-
ing for the State said using
fire torches was the only
way to avoid man-animal
conflicts, a Bench of Justices
Madan B. Lokur and Deepak

Gupta said, “You will kill all
the animals and then there
will be no man-animal con-
flict.”

“Wildlife is just being de-
cimated. See the newspaper
reports, so many elephants
have died. Fire cannot be
the only answer. You cannot
go on burning everything.
What is there to prevent so-
mebody from throwing fire
torches at the animals,” the
Bench asked.

It directed the State to file
an affidavit within two
weeks, giving the names and
designations of the officials
from each forest division
who would be held accoun-
table and responsible in
case of an accident due to
the use of fire or fire torches.

High-beam lights

The counsel appearing for
the petitioner, who had
raised the issue of the use of
spikes and fireballs in some
States to drive away ele-
phants, told the apex court
that instead of fire torches,

the West Bengal govern-
ment should provide high-
beam lights to villagers.
Meanwhile, Additional
Solicitor-General ~ A.N.S.
Nadkarni, appearing for the
Centre, said they had in-
principle agreed to the sug-
gestion of setting up a task
force, which would formu-
late and implement mea-
sures to effectively deal with
conflicts with elephants
across the country. When
the issue of use of fire in
West Bengal was raked up,
Mr. Nadkarni said, “Fire-
balls are not to be used.”

Next hearing

The Bench posted the mat-
ter for further hearing on
December 4.

On October 22, the court
had observed that human-
animal conflicts, especially
involving elephants, were a
“problem” and the Centre
should consider setting up a
task force to ensure adhe-
rence to the guidelines in
this regard.

Good harvest

Farmers carrying paddy on the outskirts of Guwahati on Monday. =riTuRrAJKONWAR
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cost basis.

NIT No.

Estimated Cost
Earnest Money

Period of Completion : 6 Months.

DIPR/ARN/3014-16/18

ITANAGAR MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
NAHARLAGUN

No.IMC/AMRUT(NIT)-131/2017-18/719-28
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

1. The Executive Engineer, Itanagar Municipal Council, Naharlagun of Arunachal
Pradesh Invites, proposals in shape of E-Tender comprising of two cover from
eligible Bidders on online from registered/ eligible contractors of Class under AP
PWD, domiciled within Territorial Jurisdiction of 13- Itanagar Assembly Constitu-
ency in accordance with the Govt. Notification No.SPWD/W-66/2012/314  Dtd.
13.08.2015 for the works detailed in the table below on turnkey lump sum fixed

IMC/AMRUT (NIT)-131/2017-18/05
Name of the work Infrastructure Development at Itanagar Capital City Under
AMRUT Mission (SH:- Development of Parks at various locations)

: Rs. 154.23 lakhs
: Rs. 1.5423 lakhs (For APST Contractor)
Rs. 3.0846 lakhs ( For Non- APST Contractor)

Start date and date of submission of bid
Last date and date of submission of bid

2. The interested bidders can purchase biding papers online from the departmental
e-Tendering website http://dud.ar.etenders.in . The full details of work with scope
are uploaded in website. The press notice is also available in the same website.

Itanagar Municipal Council, Naharlagun.

Dated Itanagar the 3rd August 2018

: 13/11/2018 from 1400 Hrs.
: 20/11/2018 upto 1500 Hrs.

Sd/-( Executive Engineer)

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA
Ministry of Mines
REMOTE SENSING & AERIAL SURVEYS
VASUDHA BHAVAN, KUMARASWAMY LAYOUT,
BANGALORE-560078 (INDIA)
Ph.080-26662574 / 65 , Fax - +91 80 26662574 / 95
(Website : www.portal.gsi.gov.in
E-Mail : hodrsas@gsi.gov.in, rsasddgp@gmail.com,
gsi.hss@gmail.com

The Open/Global

NO. 13/RSAS/CT(GP)/TOASS/2017

Corrigendum
Tender
2018_GSI_388945 1) was floated on 27.09.2018 for (1) One
time modification of Twin Otter aircraft VT-ELX for Installation
of Geophysical sensors for different possible configurations,
(2) Comprehensive Operation and Maintenance of Twin Otter
Aircraft (VT- ELX), for a period of 3 years (3) Comprehensive
Operation and Maintenance of Multisensor Geophysical
Survey Systems on Turnkey basis for a period of 3 years, (4)
Data acquisition and Management of Airborne Geophysical
Surveys on Turnkey basis for a period of 3 years”.

Due to the Administrative reasons, the last date for
the submission of the bids and opening of the Technical bids
date have been extended as per the details given below :-

1. The Closing Date for uploading of the bids:
on 04.12.2018, at 11:00 AM
2. The Date of opening of the Technical
on 05.12.2018, at 02.30 PM
For participation and further details please visit
https:/leprocure.gov.in and http://www.portal.gsi.gov.in

DATED: 12th November, 2018.

(e-tender ID No.

bids

Orissa HC restores
suspension of three cops

Major setback to State government

CORRESPONDENT

CUTTACK

In a major setback to the
State government, particu-
larly the police department,
the Orissa High Court on
Monday restored the sus-
pension of three policemen.

The policemen were
placed under suspension for
“misconduct” after they
had allegedly thrashed an
advocate in full public view
at a busy marketplace here
on August 28. But while the
stand-off between the police
and the advocate was still
unresolved and the matter
was pending before the
High Court, the State go-
vernment had on November
3 reinstated the suspended
cops.

“In our considered opi-
nion, during pendency of
this case, the State govern-
ment ought not to have
done that without permis-
sion of the court,” said an or-
der passed by a Division

Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice K.S. Jhaveri. “The order
of revoking the suspension
of the policemen is put in
abeyance,” the High Court
said, adding: “The order of
suspension of those em-
ployees of the Odisha police
is restored.”

In arelated development,
Justice C.R. Dash of the High
Court, who is now monitor-
ing the police investigation
of all criminal cases arising
out of the police-lawyer
stand-off, on Monday pro-
posed a compromise formu-
la to end the row.

Although details are not
known yet, sources said Jus-
tice Dash has suggested
summoning the policemen
concerned and the advocate
to the court, wherein both
the parties would express
regret for the assaults on
each other.

Meanwhile, the lawyers
have decided to continue
their strike till Wednesday.

No stones replaced at
Konark Sun Temple: ASI

Odisha CM had sought probe into reports

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BHUBANESWAR

The ASI on Monday clarified
that not a single stone carv-
ing has been replaced at the
Sun Temple in Konark and
denied allegations of re-
placement of artistic stone
works at the world heritage
monument.

The clarification comes
two days after Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik,
taking cognisance of media
reports, wrote to the Central
government urging it to di-
rect the ASI to probe the
allegation.

The ASI is the custodian
of the 13th Century shrine.

“Not a single piece of
stone has been removed
from any portion of the sur-

ASI’s Superintending Ar-
chaeologist Arun Malik said
in a statement here.

“Also, no replacement of
stone has been done there
for conservation or repair of
any other purpose in last
more than a decade’s time,”
he said.

With effective implemen-
tation of advanced tech-
niques of scientific preser-
vation, the rate of erosion of
surface stones of the temple
has been considerably con-
trolled, the official said.

Creation of a green belt to
protect the temple stones
from saline breeze and sand
blasting from the nearby
Bay of Bengal has further
contributed to the retarded
rate of deterioration of

L X : . Deputy Director General & H.0.D, viving structural remains of stones, he said in the
011'45090051, 9818333201 Handphone: +91 98100 89457/Email: kapll-nagar@thehmdu-co-m RSAS, Geological Survey of India,Bangalore the Sun Temple, Konark,” statement.
Published by N. Ravi at Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860, Anna Salai, Chennai-600002 and Printed by S. Ramanujam at HT Media Ltd. Plot No. 8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. 201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., Chennai-600002. Editor: Mukund Padmanabhan (Responsible for selection of news under the PRB Act).
Regd. DL(ND)-11/6110/2006-07-08 « RNI No. TNENG/2012/49940 « ISSN 0971 -751X « Vol. 8 « No. 268
CM A ND-NDE

K



THE HINDU NOIDA/DELHI

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2018

No govt. role in SIT summons
to Badals, says Amarinder

The two leaders will cooperate so that the truth is out, says Akali Dal

IN BRIEF

'Air ambulance service
in Uttarakhand soon’
RISHIKESH

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Trivendra Singh Rawat on
Monday said his government
will soon start air ambulance
service as part of its efforts
to provide better healthcare
services to the people living
in remote hilly areas of the
State. p1i

Three suspended for
bungling of funds
CHANDIGARH

The Local Government
Department of Punjab on
Monday suspended president
of Nabha Municipal Council,
its executive officer and a
clerk for alleged bungling of
funds meant for ‘Swachh
Bharat' scheme. Minister
Sidhu claimed wrong
payments were made to the
contractors. p1i

38 calves rescued from
container truck

KOTA (RAJASTHAN)

The police on Monday
rescued 38 calves from a
container truck abandoned
near Bundi tunnel. Acting on
a tip-off, a police team
reached the tunnel on
National Highway-54 and
found the truck stuffed with
40 calves, two of which had
died of suffocation. p1i

Gunmen loot ¥16.2 lakh
from petrol pump
BHAGALPUR

Three bike-borne gunmen
looted more than %16 lakh
from a manager of a petrol
pump in Bhagalpur district on
Monday, police said.

Vibhuti Goswami, the ruling
JD(U)'s Bhagalpur district
president is the owner of the
pump, the police said. p1i

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Chief Minister Ama-
rinder Singh on Monday said
his government had no role
in the summoning of former
CM Parkash Singh Badal,
former Deputy CM Sukhbir
Singh Badal, and actor Aksh-
ay Kumar by the Special In-
vestigation Team probing
the 2015 Bargari sacrilege
case and subsequent police
firing incidents.

“The SIT is an indepen-
dent entity and is function-
ing without any government
interference,” Capt. Amarin-
der said in Sangrur. He said
his government’s job was to
form the SIT as per the un-
animous decision of the
State Assembly, which it had
done, and now the onus of
investigation was on the SIT.

The SIT had on November
11 issued summons asking
Mr. Kumar to be present be-

SIT is an independent entity:
Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh. =FiLe PHOTO

fore the SIT in Amritsar on
Friday. Mr. Parkash Singh Ba-
dal has been summoned on
November 19, while Mr.
Sukhbir Badal on November
21. The summon orders were
issued on behalf of the SIT
by its member, IG Kunwar
Vijay Pratap Singh.

“The summons have been
issued under Section 160 of
the CrPC, relating to the Bar-

SAD leader Parminder
Dhindsa in Chandigarh on
Monday. =AKHILESH KUMAR

gari sacrilege case and the
Behbal Kalan and Kotkapura
police firing incidents,” the
member said in a statement.

The Akali Dal said on
Monday that both Mr. Par-
kash Badal and his son will
appear before the SIT after a
decision on it was taken by
the party’s core committee a
day earlier. “SAD patron Par-
kash Singh Badal and party

Punjab government adopting
anti-employee attitude: SAD

Speedy submission of Punjab pay panel report sought

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

The Shiromani Akali Dal on
Monday accused the ruling
Congress government in
Punjab of adopting an “anti-
employee attitude”.

“The State government
has not yet issued any direc-
tion to the sixth Punjab Pay
Commission to submit its re-
port. Also, arrears and in-
stalment of dearness allo-

Ayodhya, Mathura may
face liquor, meat ban

Seers, devotees demanded it: Minister

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Monday said it was
contemplating declaring 14
Kosi Parikrama Marg in
Ayodhya and Lord Krishna’s
birthplace in Mathura as pil-
grim centres so that the sale
and consumption of liquor
and non-vegetarian items
was completely stopped
there.

Uttar Pradesh Minister
Shrikant Sharma said seers
and crores of devotees had
demanded that the sale and
consumption of non-vege-
tarian food and liquor be
banned in Ayodhya and
Mathura.

“Honouring their de-
mands, the State govern-
ment is working to declare
the area around 14 Kosi Pa-
rikrama Marg in Ayodhya
and the birthplace of Lord

U.P. Power Minister
Shrikant Sharma. =

Krishna in Mathura as pil-
grim centres. Once this hap-
pens, a ban on the sale and
consumption of non-vege-
tarian food and liquor will
automatically come into ef-
fect,” he said.

Mr. Sharma said Vrinda-
van, Barsana, Nandgaon, Gi-
riraj ji and Sapt Kosi Parikra-
ma area of Govardhan had
already been declared pil-
grim centres.

wance has not been made,”
said former Finance Minis-
ter Parminder Singh Dhind-
sa at a press conference.

‘Release DA’

Mr. Dhindsa said that the
State government should im-
mediately release Dearness
Allowance instalments as
well as arrears of 4,000
crore to employees, besides
regularising services of all

‘New law to
curb drug
menace’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh may
enact a new law providing
for stringent punishment
to drug peddlers and smug-
glers to save its young gen-
eration from becoming ad-
dicts, said State Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur on
Monday.

The Chief Minister made
the statement while ad-
dressing a symposium or-
ganised by Sunil Upad-
hyaya Educational Trust in
Gaiety Theater here.

Mr. Thakur said his go-
vernment was concerned
over a large number of
youths becoming drug ad-
dicts.

Many laws are already in
force to punish drug ped-
dlers but there is a dire
need to implement these
laws effectively, the Chief
Minister added.

contractual employees as
per a legislation passed by

the  previous SAD-BJP
government.
He also demanded speedy

submission of the Sixth Pun-
jab Pay Commission report.
“Never before in the his-
tory of Punjab have govern-
ment staff been denied their

chief Sukhbir Singh Badal
will cooperate (with the SIT)
so that the truth (behind sa-
crilege incidents) comes
out,” party leader and form-
er Finance Minister Parmin-
der Singh Dhindsa said, ad-
ding, “We expect that the
SIT will conduct a fair probe
into the matter.”.

Akshay denies role

On Monday, Mr. Kumar also
denied arranging any meet-
ing between Mr. Sukhbir Ba-
dal and Dera Sacha Sauda
sect head Gurmeet Ram Ra-
him Singh. The actor denied
having ever met the Sirsa-
headquartered Dera’s chief,
who is currently serving a
20-year jail term in a rape
case. “I have never ever met
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh
in my life, anywhere,” he
clarified on a social media
site.

(With PTI inputs)

Ajay Chautala invites MPs,
MLAS for meeting in Jind

Move comes in the midst of a rift in the Chautala family

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH

INLD Secretary General Ajay
Singh Chautala invited form-
er MPs, MLAs and other of-
fice-bearers on Monday for a
meeting in Jind on Novem-
ber 17.

Mr. Chautala sent a letter,
which does not mention any
agenda of the meeting and
states that “an invitation is
hereby given for the Harya-
na State Body meeting of the
Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD)”.

“All the State body office
bearers/members, special
invitees, executive mem-
bers, sitting and former MPs
and MLAs, presidents of the
district units, State presi-
dents and district conveners
of all the Cells of the party
and its bodies may kindly
make it convenient to attend
the State body general meet-
ing,” wrote Mr. Chautala,
who is also a former MP.

The letter, inviting va-

INLD leader Ajay Chautala. =

rious party functionaries for
the Jind meet, comes in the
midst of a widening rift in
the Chautala family.

When asked if any impor-
tant decision was likely to be
taken by him in the meeting
on November 17, Mr. Chauta-
la told reporters in Delhi on
Monday that “all colleagues
will sit and decide”.

In an apparent bid to ar-
rest the widening rift, Ajay
Singh Chautala and his
younger brother Abhay
Singh Chautala, who is Lead-
er of Opposition in the Ha-

ryana Assembly, had a meet-
ing in Delhi on Sunday.

To a question, Ajay Singh
Chautala did not rule out
more meetings with his
younger brother in the com-
ing days in a bid to put an
end to the widening rift, say-
ing, “he is dear to me, we
will meet everyday”.

He indicated that he was
likely to meet former Punjab
Chief Minister Parkash Singh
Badal in Chandigarh this
week.

While Ajay Singh Chauta-
la’s son Digvijay Chautala
had on Sunday ruled out the
possibility of any mediation
by the Akali Dal patriarch to
arrest the feud within the
INLD and Chautala family.

On Saturday, Hisar MP
Dushyant Chautala had re-
fused to accept his expulsion
and that of his brother Digvi-
jay Chautala from the INLD,
claiming that the party’s na-
tional executive had not
met.

Kejriwal dismayed at Khattar ‘no response’

Had challenged Haryana CM to conduct surprise visits at mohalla clinics in Delhi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH

After challenging his Harya-
na counterpart to conduct
surprise inspections at Mo-
halla clinics in the national
capital in a recent letter, Del-
hi Chief Minister Arvind Kej-
riwal sent another letter to
Haryana Chief Minister Ma-
nohar Lal Khattar on Mon-
day expressing dismay at not
getting any response to his

just benefits as is being done
now under the Congress re-
gime,” said Mr. Dhindsa.

earlier communique.
In the beginning of the
month, Mr. Kejriwal had

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal. =

written to Mr. Khattar ex-
pressing his wish to inspect
some State-run dispensaries
in Haryana on November 12.
Further, he had also invited

Mr. Khattar to visit ‘mohalla
clinics’, which have been set
up by the AAP dispensation,
to check the “ground reali-
ty” of the health institutions
of Delhi.

After his letter on Novem-
ber 2, Mr. Kejriwal said in a
tweet to Mr. Khattar on No-
vember 9 that he was yet to
receive a reply, reminding
him of the earlier communi-
cation by sharing the letter
with the tweet. In the tweet,
Mr. Kejriwal asked Mr. Khat-
tar when he would be com-

ing to Delhi to see mohalla
clinics and whether he could
g0 to Haryana on Nov. 12.

“I had written a letter to
you on November 2, but re-
ceived no reply. I felt a little
bad about this. No matter
how many political diffe-
rences we may have, it is ex-
pected that a Chief Minister
will respond to the letter of
another CM,” Mr. Kejriwal
wrote to Mr. Khattar in his

latest letter.
(Special
inputs)

Correspondent

NORTHERN RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE

The Divisional Railway Manager (Medical), Northern Railway, Moradabad for &
behalf of President of India, invites sealed open E-Tender on the Prescribed form

for the under noted work.

N.LT. NO

19-Med/Cleaning /DH/MB/ 18 Dated : 09.11.2018

Name of work

E-Tender for Comprehensive Mechanized Cleaning of
Designated Areas of Divisional Railway Hospital, Moradabad
fortwo year on Monthly Payment Basis.

Approximate
Cost

Rs. 83,00,349.84 (Including GST) for Two Years.
Rs. 3,45,847.91 (Including GST) for One Month.

Earnest Money

Rs. 1,66,010/- to be deposited by payment mode on
www.ireps.gov.in

Completion period| Two year

Date & Time of
opening of Tender

E-Tender shall be opened on Dt. 10.12.2018 at 15:30 hrs.
If date of opening happens to be a holiday the tender shall be
opened on the same time on next working day.

Northern Railway

Additional relevant information may be checked on the

Website Website: www.ireps.gov.in
Cost of E-Tender | Rs.5000/-
Document

banking Debit and credit card only.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

1. Payment of earnest money deposit (EMD) and Tender document cost (TDS) in
respect of E-Tendering shall be accepted www.ireps.gov.in Portal through net

3004/18

HP Forest Department
Himachal Pradesh Forests for Prosperity Project (HPFPP)

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (REol)-Extension

30.11.2018. Eol

REol was invited for conducting consultancy for the
“Development of an IT & Knowledge Strategy for Himachal
Pradesh Forest Department” and detailed REol & ToR were
published in The Times of India (Delhi Edition), The Tribune
(Chandigarh edition) & Giriraj. However, enough responses
have not been received by due date. Hence, the last date for
submitting Eol for the said consultancy is extended up to
supporting
marked with “Eol for (name of consultancy) for HP FPP” should
reach the office of Chief Project Director, HP FPP, Opposite
KVK Una, Santoshgarh Road, Rampur, Una 174303 HP up to
dated 30.11.2018 by 11:45 AM to be opened from 12:00 noon
onwards. Those who have applied earlier need not apply
afresh. The detailed REol and ToR are available on website
www.hpforest.nic.in/tenders. Chief Project Director, HP FPP,
Una, 174303 HP Ph:01975-225855 cpdffp1@gmail.com

HIM SUCHANA AVAM JAN SAMPARK

relevant documents clearly

HP/0528/2018-2019

Environment / Ecology

Government of Jharkhand
URBAN DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING DEPARTMENT

& Climate Change
By : Neetu Singh Admission

DIRECTION 13th, Nau.

Office : 14A/103, WEA, Karol Bagh, New Delhi (Metro Pillor 112)

www.directionias.com PH : 25719862-872

State Urban Development Agency

e-Procurement Notice

NIT No.: SUDA/AMRUT/TAX REFORM-16/2015/10

Date: 08/11/2018

1. | Name of the Project

JHARKHAND

SELECTION OF FIRM/AGENCIES FOR SURVEY,
ASSESSMENT, COLLECTION AND RECOVERY OF
PROPERTY TAX, MUNICIPAL LICENSE FEE & WATER
USER CHARGE, ADVERTISEMENT TAX UNDER
MUNICIPAL AREA OF URBAN LOCAL BODIES IN

VAID'S ICS LUCKNO

| A Premier Institute for IAS / PCS / PCS(J) |

Aliganj /Alambag
B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Luknow
Mob: 9415011892/93, 9415999194

Website: www.vaidicslucknow.com

Batch starting from: 14" Nov, 2018

Come and meet the original giants,
renowned and experienced experts
for more than 25 years

JOIN

SBP (SUCCESS BOOSTER PROGRAMME)

LIVE - ONE - TO - ONE INTERACTIVE CLASSROOM SESSION

| OUR STRENGTH]|
# No Outstation Faculty # No VSAT/ online Classes
# No large batch / crowded class # Guidance available till selection
# Special emphasis on answer-writing &
0QD (Overall Quality Development)

SERERITITMAIBIIRRIE Seperate batch for UPPCS, Mains-18
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Estimated Cost

Open Tender

Tender Fee &EMD (In INR)

Tender Fee: ¥ 5,000.00

EMD - % 100000.00

Time of Completion

As mentioned in Timeline in RFP

G B LI

Date of Publication of Tender on website

09/11/2018, 18:00 hours

6. Date of submission of pre-bid queries

15/11/2018 till 18:00 hours, bidders must submit their
queries through post or email (suda.goj@gmail.com) in
writing. Mail should contain NIT & e-Tender (RFP)
Reference no. and RFP Name in email subject line.

7. | Mode of submission of bids

e-Tendering (https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in)

8- | Pre-Bid Conference

16/11/2018 at 11:30 hours

9. | Date of Start of Submission of Bids

12/11/2018, 11:00 hours

10.| Last Date/Time for submission of bids

03/12/2018 up to 17:00

hours

11.| Date of Technical Bid Opening (Online)

04/12/2018 at 17:30 hours

12.| Date of financial bid opening

To be announced later

13.| Bid submission address (Online)

https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

14.| Helpline no.

0651-2446640

Note: Only e-Tenders will be accepted.Further details can be seen on our website i.e.
https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

P.R. 195541 Urban Development(18-19)-D [k clEkEReF1EL

Sd/-
Director
State Urban Development Agency

Karanis an IAS aspirant

Studying in Delhi's one of the best
coaching institutes. He joined
coaching in 2017 after quitting his
job and put his heart and soul into the
preparation. He wrote numerous
answers, took all the test series,
revised his optional at least twice,
attended all the classes regularly but
on the day of the Prelims exam, he
missed it by 7 marks. Just because he
didn't give due attention to the
Prelims exam, he is having to wait for
an year to write the exam again. What
mistake did Karan make?

The IAS exam is a three tier exam
with the Prelims exam being
qualifying in nature. While most of
the students spend their time and
efforts studying for the mains exam,
revising their optional, practicing
answer writing, etc, they forget how
competitive Prelims is and how
difficult it has become over time.
There was a time when the Prelims
exam had Optional as a part of it and
students with a good background of
their optional subject could clear it.
Then came the time when CSAT
marks got counted and the students
with a good aptitude easily sailed
through. But today, with CSAT just
being a qualifying paper and GS
Paper 1 being the deciding factor, the
exam has become highly competitive
and a level playing field for all the
aspirants preparing for the same. The
scope of General Studies is vast, the
sources are innumerable and the level
of questions being asked in the exam
is also greatly tough! So one needs to
respect the Prelims exam and plan the
strategy in such a way that the highly
difficult paper and the extremely high
competition can be tackled at the
same time.

Let us discuss what should be the
right strategy in our opinion. To clear
UPSC, or for that matter any other
competitive exam, the key is to read
one source ten times and not ten
sources one time. The more you
revise, the better you get. Let's take
an example by looking at a previous
year question. UPSC asked in the

latest Prelims exam about who
releases a report “Rule of Law
Index”. When preparing for the
exam, you come across at least 100
reports and remembering their author
organization, their purpose, their
components is amazingly difficult.
Till the time you haven't read about it
at least 3 or 4 times, you can not get it
right! And if you think that you can
do this in a span of 2-3 months, you
are mistaken. This is just one
example. Subjects like History,
Polity, Geography, Economics,
Science, Environment which lay the
foundation of the Prelims exam and
require you to read NCERTs,
reference books, current affairs
notes, take tests, read the test
explanations and so much more. All
this goes useless if you do not revise
it! We come across many students
who say “Sir I knew the answer but
just could not get it in the mind while
in the exam hall”. This very student
misses the prelims by 2 marks and
has to wait for one more year.
Shahbaz, an engineering graduate
from Chandigarh does agree to the
fact that he could have actually
cleared the Prelims exam if he could
have got some time more to revise his
notes. He says “I had made notes for
everything including newspapers
and I also made notes for the tests I
took. It was just that T could not get
enough time for revision because of
which I missed the questions that had
answers in my notes itself”.

To understand things better, we
conducted a survey in the famous
“Old Rajinder Nagar” or Delhi which
is known as the “Factory of IAS
Officers” and met the students who
had taken the Prelims exam in the
previous few years. The illustrative
figures are:

UPSC IAS PRELIMS 2019: CAN CRASH
COURSES CRASH YOUR UPSC DREAM?

After doing a deep analysis of the
things to be covered, we concluded
that it is not even humanly possible to
revise all these things 3 times in a
crash course of 2-3 months. Even if
you put 10 hours into study every
day, you will still have a lot to cover
always.

The right strategy is to start early.
This is the only way to get the
competitive edge in Prelims! If we
start in November, we have 7 months
before facing the Pre. While
respecting the Mains preparation,
let's put Prelims preparation to the
front foot. A detailed coverage of all
the NCERT books, Reference Books,
going through tests on time and Re-
taking them to make things concrete
in head will all get possible if we start
in time. For the first time in India, an
IAS coaching academy is coming out
with a comprehensive Prelims course
running over 6 months! The course
has 3 hours of classes every day, 25
stage wise tests with detailed
explanations, unlimited doubt
sessions and everything else that you
need to clear Prelims.

Following the same strategy, Raj
Malhotra's IAS in Sector 25,
Chandigarh achieved 29 selections
making it highest percentage from an
existing lot. The course has limited
seats and the demand is quite high
because students who could not clear
Prelims last time have understood the
relevance of Prelims and want to save
their attempt by aligning with a
comprehensive course.

UPSC is famous to crash all
predictions and tactics and it only
believes in consistent hard work. Join
the India's most comprehensive
Prelims course and get a great
competitive edge over other
aspirants.

If you wish to enrol, call now @
7087000437 and if you are not from
Chandigarh and want the course
Online, you can call the online wing
on 7087000446
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to rename Pune as Jijapur’

Sambhaji Brigade wants to change city’s name to honour Chhatrapati Shivaji's mother

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

The Congress has opposed
the pro-Maratha Sambhaji
Brigade’s demand to rename
Pune as ‘Jijapur’, with form-
er Chief Minister Prithviraj
Chavan remarking that a
name change would result in
effacing the glorious history
of the city.

“What is the purpose of
such banal propositions? Is
the history of Pune so
shameful that its name be
changed?” he said. “The BJP,
which came to power on the
‘development’ plank, is now
indulging in such banal
name-change games to cov-
er-up its failures,” he said.

The Sambhaji Brigade
submitted a memorandum
to the District Collector on
Monday to change the city’s
named in the memory of
Chhatrapati Shivaji’s moth-
er, Jijabai.

History of prosperity

“The forces of the Adilshah
of Bijapur had ravaged Pune
in the 1630s. This was a time
of strife. It was the vision and
courage of Jijabai that helped
rehabilitate the people and
make the city prosperous,”
said Santosh Shinde of the
Sambhaji Brigade. Jijabai’s
symbolic gesture of furrow-
ing the land with a golden
plough marked the begin-

The [1630s] was a
time of strife. It
was the vision and
courage of Jijabai
that helped make
the city
prosperous.

SANTOSH SHINDE
Member of Sambhaji Brigade

69

ning of the city’s prosperity,
he said.

The Brigade has also ex-
pressed support for the Shiv
Sena’s demand to change the
names of Aurangabad and
Osmanabad to Sambhaji Na-
gar and Dharashiv
respectively.

Meanwhile, Imtiaz Jaleel,
the All India Majlis-e-Itteha-

dul Muslimeen legislator
from Aurangabad has op-
posed these demands, call-
ing such proposals ‘frivo-
lous’.  “It is  rather
unfortunate that political
parties waste time on such
issues instead of striving to
beautify the city,” he said.

‘Known for garbage’
“Aurangabad today is identi-
fied by its garbage problems.
Despite the Shiv Sena being in
power in the State and civic
body, it has done nothing to
improve the city. And now, it
wants to rename a decrepit ci-
ty in memory of King Samb-
haji. It is indeed a shame and
a pity,” Mr. Jaleel said.

Life lost: Indian Army jawans carry the mortal remains of Naik Keshav Gosavi from Ozar airport to his home town, Shinde Wadi,
on Monday. Gosavi died in a ceasefire violation at Nowshera on the Line of Control. =asassHaikH

‘Demonetisation like Tughlag’s currency change’

Prime Minister Modi bringing country to economic abyss, says Prithviraj Chavan

SHOUMOJIT BANER]JEE
PUNE

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s disregard towards de-
mocratic principles has
brought the country to the
brink of an economic abyss,
said senior Congress leader
and former Maharashtra
Chief Minister Prithviraj
Chavan on Monday.

On the tension between
the Modi-government and
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), Mr. Chavan said that
the crucial November 19 RBI
Board meet would result
either in a servile central
bank or the resignation of
the RBI Governor Urjit Patel.

“The country is staring at
a fiscal deficit crisis brought
about by the Prime Minis-
ter’s actions. To cover this
up, the government is now

Prithviraj Chavan

toying with invoking of the
hitherto unused Section 7 of
the RBI Act, 1934 to transfer
a portion of the central
bank’s reserves to its ac-
count,” he said.

Mr. Chavan compared the

(9 The government is

toying with

invoking Section 7

of the RBI Act to

transfer a portion

of the central

bank’s reserves to

its account.

PRITHVIRAJ CHAVAN

Congress leader
schism between the Centre
and the RBI to the economic
crisis in Argentina in 2010,
when differences with the
President forced the Argen-
tine central bank’s governor
to step down.

The Congress leader
further said that if the Modi
government did make use of
Section 7 under the guise of
‘public interest’, it would
cause “an economic
earthquake”.

The former Chief Minister
likened Mr. Modi’s demone-
tisation decision to Muham-
mad bin Tughlaq’s infamous
‘currency change’ move in
the 14™century.

The real motive behind
the move and Mr. Modi’s re-
lentless drive towards a
cashless economy was to be-
nefit the American fintech
corporations, he said.

‘No one consulted’

“When the decision to demo-
netise was taken, the govern-
ment’s intention seemed
good. But it immediately be-
came clear that Mr. Modi did
not consult anyone before
taking this step. It is incredi-
ble that the RBI cleared the
move barely three hours be-
fore the Prime Minister’s offi-
cial announcement,” Mr. Cha-

van said.

Instead of achieving any of
the targets set for it, demo-
netisation turned into the
“biggest money-laundering
operation,” Mr. Chavan said.

“Not even Arun Jaitley was
aware of the particulars of
the move. One wonders
whether Mr. Modi takes the
advice of political adventur-
ers like yoga guru Baba Ram-
dev on such important mat-
ters,” he said.

The BJP government has
steadily undermined every
institution in the country, be
it the RBI or the CBI, he said.

He further said that the
move to replace former CBI
Director Alok Verma was
nothing less than “a coup”
engineered by the Prime Mi-
nister to cover up the Rafale
scam.

#MeToo: Goa meet to
focus on prevention

Round table to include various voices

PRAKASH KAMAT
PANAJI

Saad Aangan, a women’s col-
lective, in collaboration with
International Centre Goa
(ICG), will hold a #MeToo
round table on ‘What #We-
Too think about what ails the
prevention and redressal sys-
tem’ for sexual harassment
on November 25.

A note on the initiative
said, “#MeToo has in fact ac-
centuated the need to re-
look at what ails the preven-
tion and redressal system
for women facing sexual ha-
rassment at the workplace.

Advocate Albertina Al-
meida, lawyer and conve-
nor of Saad Angan, told The
Hindu the round table
would include diverse voic-

es, wherein, “every voice
has a space to speak, be am-
plified, and where we listen,
understand, share, learn
and jointly plot the possible
ways ahead.”

The ‘voices’ include
workers and survivors from
different sectors, suppor-
ters, members of com-
plaints committees, people
engaging with the law on
sexual harassment, women
looking at budgetary alloca-
tions, representatives of wo-
men’s groups, social justice
groups, and human rights
groups. Ms. Almeida said,
“We will map the expres-
sions about the system and
the consensus that there is
and then take a call on how
to take this forward.”

Jawan’s body

brought back
to Nashik

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NASHIK

The body of an Army soldier
from Nashik, killed along
the Line of Control in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, was
brought here on Monday
evening in an aircraft, offi-
cial sources said.

Naik Keshav Somgir Go-
savi (29) was killed by a
Pakistani sniper in Rajouri
district on Sunday. His last
rites took place on Mon-
day at 8 p.m.

Maharashtra Water Re-
sources Minister Girish Ma-
hajan, Nashik Collector Rad-
hakrishnan B, and Army
and Air Force officials paid
their respect to the soldier.
He is survived by his eight-
month pregnant wife Yasho-
da Gosavi, father and sister.

EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL

Since 2001

EDUCATIONAL

EDUCATIONAL

CLASSIFIEDS MART

Indian's No. 1Law Institute c EIAS ) R T Y
TO ADVERTISE: W% JUDICIALT L., 1A%, 7] NI 1 S ERUDITION IAS ANT“no
www.thehinduads.com “Law is Simply Based on Common Sense & Logic” GS CLASSBEezirfsP:ﬁt:um Mains) (b o h)
011-43579738 * 43579797 el i OE Y N y E N M I S
I AS L AW M ARKS I N 20 1 7 Indlan Herltage and Culture (General Studies - Prelims Cum Mains) 3'§Ye"'saé“i‘""9 Experience
- - SELECTIONS IN CSE-2017
EDUCATIONAL (Paper 1) by Vivek S|ngh (IIT + MBA) AIR-12, 105, 278, 667, 768

DEMO & FRESH BATCH

Morning: 10 am to 12 pm

On 20th Nov. at 5.15 pm

Pay after completion of the course. Next
module GS IV(Ethics).

Basement, House No. 59, Block No. 23, Old Rajendra Ngr., Delhi-60

D 26" Nov - 4 Jan (11:00 am - 1:30 pm)
AT 10" Dec - 18" Jan (2:30 pm - 5:00 pm)

th
1 5 Nov. Evening: 7 pm to 9 pm
O You(fTB ANTHROPOLOGY BY VIJAY SINGH
© 6203561263, 9560633328

HIGHTIMETO GEAR UP
YOUR PREPARATION

=> Revise complete syllabus
= Develop writing skills
= Complete Mentorship and Guidance

Join Prelims and

LAW paper 1- 143 LAW paper 1- 155 LAw paper 1- 142
LAw paper 2-144 W iAawpaper 2-128 | LAw paper 2-143

131 '86 ‘%7 QQI

Gaikwad Vallari Jayankita Singh Himani sharma Vinod Kr. Meena,

MUKHERJEE NAGAR PUSA ROAD
JUDICIAL

9899449709 | 9953037963

18/4, 3" Floor, Old Rajinder Nagar, Opp. Aggarwal Sweets, www.eruditionias.com

www.upscanthropology.com

Add: 3B, 4" Floor, Croma Centre, Pusa Road,
Near Karol Bagh Metro., New Delhi-05

Ph.: 011-47065959, 9910944333, www.nice-ias.com; www.niceias.org

SHORTSYLLABUS. SCORING. HELPS INESSAY & ETHICS
AATC

: NITH OUR UNBEATABLE STRATEGY

- - * ion Classes
Malns Test Serles 2019 @JIg'yASa IAS REG:JdLAR WEESEND LAW OPTIONAL » » : NSOF .zz,g:g,:"d(;?sses e
Dec. 5 th ‘ocusing conceptual clarity, inter

Address: Jigyasa IAS, 57/11,1" Floor, Old Rajinder Nagar. S A o 25 ONov.' AT aeom D] e P

Call / WhatsApp: 950294824 / 011-45508600, www.jigyasaias.com : : “0" 1 AM Supportedby okl &updatadnotes

th i P! y

CLAT/LL.B. 25Kov, ' Progranme
th 11:30 AM . 7 90 PUSA ROAD (SAMYAK TOWER
sl Miira’'s 1AS ity
! |

A IAS

RANJAN

B-10, Ist Floor, Above Maharashtra Bank, N [ AN VERT A REN ey :
Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi - 10009 Pusa Road, Delhi - 110005 182b0409¢ b9 28 I | Ju
0f1-47532639, 8800660301 011-49841810, 8800662140 asiasclasses@omail.co Ssias CO

Crown IAS Academy

Reinventing Education

Tafaer dar wdtam 2019 A UNIQUE | s eiaces™
‘r@f, UPPCS T&X gder... SHIKSHA- | HISTORY OPTIONAL
LB UG C IR CU CE | ,

@ THT HHATT
15 NoV, w= 5 A

0 |t feenfdat ve arfrreent @ Eiide @ 2

by Dr. Bajpai Sir
Starts on12",13" & 14" Nov. at 9 am

Class Add: 18/1, Basement, Bada Bazar Marg,
Old Rajinder Nagar, Opp., Archies, Delhi-60

011-41002366,9999472366, 9319282366

Crown IAS Academy
UPSC TARGET-2019

ADMISSION OPEN | LIMITED SEATS | Join Now

ARl AT

India’s top-ranked*
Civil Services Preparations’ institute

PRELIMS
TEST SERIES

Self Study Plan, Basic
Concepts & Current Affairs

40 Tests = 36,000/-

40 TESTS BREAKUP:

, (A=l fawa)
Dn. 8.8. Fandey
AT FISSVIT & B

T:9Teeh SRIE9TTET

"ALOK

B8 oW T, T Wied & W, 3, qEs W, faeed-0 I ————— T by Dr. Shekhar Jha sir PUBLIC NOTICE
9810309939 I 99901 88531 : ggﬁtﬁiﬁf (95,% Results LR E E I Arvindr Kaur D/O Nirmial Singh state
in UPSC by 3 3% ) that my name is wrongly entered in
FEATURES: FREE WORKSHOP school certificate and correct name's

are Arvinder Kaur D/O Nirmal Singh
W/O Sh. Satnam Singh R/O 15/78, 4th
floor, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-
60.

Online AllIndia Testsby English
&Offline Ranking UPSC Gurus & Hindi

15" 16" & 17" Nov. at 9am

Class Add: 18/1, Basement, Bada Bazar Marg,
Old Rajinder Nagar, Opp., Archies, Delhi-60

011-41002366,9399472366, 9319282366

20 .. 9..

(d=haw fawa)

" D VK. Guivedi
T ISV AT B
91:910eh RTHTIT

)
& T HAT IRT

Nov. 7AM

| ADDRESS:, 303, Jaina Building Extn. Dr Mukheriee Nagar Delhi-110009_ © 011-2630545, 9312611015, 8851301204]

SITIAS

most trusted since 2003

wphetendive Al India

Co
IAS TEST SERIES PROGRAMME - 2019
(OFFLINE & ONLINE)

Foctis |
Tests 91

Y)
MAINS
TS R

* Extensive 19 Tests," Series

i Audio Feedback
uQ. of each paper

PUBLIC NOTICE

1, Kulbhushan Diwan S/o Late Sh. DevDutt
Diwan and smt. Veena Diwan W/o Sh.
Kulbhushan Diwan both are resident of
202, Lower floor, 2 Block Subhash Nagar,
West Delhi, Delhi-110027, has debarred/
disowned our daughter namely Priya
Diwan D/o Sh. Kulbhushan Diwan fromall
moveable andimmoveable propertiesand
severed all theirfamily, social and financial
relations with her due to her misbehavior
for all intent and purposes. Anybody
dealing with him shall do the same on

his/herownresponsibilities.
Kulbhushan Diwan
VeenaDiwan

PERSONAL
CHANGE OF NAME

| SEEMA W/o Pradeep Singh R/o 487
Pooth Khurd Delhi-39 have changed
my name to Seema Dabas for all the
future purpose

Online Classes Also Available

@ 8:30 - 11 AM | @ 11:45 - 2:15 PM [T G LT/ LR T ETA L TR0 )

Vikash Ranjan

:ESSAY ror IAS:

Test Series Starts on:

18 NOV | 12 PM

TEST SERIES-2019
STARTS 318" Nov.

Video Explanation
of each question

SOCIOLOGY
TEST SERIES-2019

STARTSJ 24" Nov.)

ADMISSIONS OPEN (332 LIMITED SEATS

( 7678628820, 7840888102

®www.triumphias.com
23-B, 3rd Floor Pusa Road, Metro Pillor No. 115, O1d Rajender Nagar, New Delhi-110060

Free access to

Test Series Starts on: Unique Shiksha App

11 NOV | 2 PM

STARTS FROM

Tests 1 2

*as recognised by Indian Education
Congress Awards — 2016, & ‘17 ‘18

For Admissions
® www.uniqueshiksha.com

© 8287 360 360

FRESH & INDEPENDENT BATCH
Both
Hindi Medium & English Medium

dhyeyaias.com | 011-49274400

A ND-NDE



THE HINDU NOIDA/DELHI
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2018

IN BRIEF

Govt. committed to the
uplift of the poor: Naidu
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu on Monday reiterated
his commitment to improving
the living standards of the
poor among the forward
castes and for the upbringing
of the Backward Classes and
other weaker sections. He
was launching the State-wide
phase-| distribution of tool-
kits to two lakh artisans
under the Adarana - Il
scheme here.

Kerala finance corp.
accepts GM's resignation
KOZHIKODE

The board of directors of the
Kerala State Minorities
Development Finance
Corporation has accepted the
resignation of K.T. Adeeb
from the post of general
manager. The appointment of
Mr. Adeeb, a relative of
Minister for Minority Welfare
K.T. Jaleel, got embroiled in a
controversy after the Muslim
Youth League alleged that it
was an act of nepotism on the
part of the Minister. Sources
said that the resignation
letter had been sent to the
State government for a final
decision.

Shelter home official held
for ‘sexual harassment’
TIRUPATI

B. Nandagopal, the
superintendent of the
Government Home for Girls,
was arrested on Monday by
the Tirupati Urban police, on
complaint of sexual
harassment of a 16-year-old
inmate. He was accused of
molesting the minor for
nearly four years. The issue
came to light after the girl
sought a transfer to Kadapa,
her home district, where she
was admitted to a similar
home. Later, before a Child
Welfare Committee she
revealed the sexual
harassment she had been
subjected to.

Sabarimala a secular temple,
Kerala govt. tells High Court

Says it is bound to
protect rights of
women devotees

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI
Taking exception to a plea to
ban the entry of non-Hindus
into the Sabarimala temple,
the State government on
Monday informed a Division
Bench of the Kerala High
Court that it was a historical-
ly acknowledged fact that Sa-
barimala was a secular tem-
ple, where entry of devotees
was not restricted on the
grounds of caste or religion.

In a statement, M. Har-
shan, Additional Secretary,
Revenue (Devaswom) De-
partment, pointed out that
there was a school of
thought that Sabarimala was
a Buddhist temple and the
word ‘Saranam’ was derived
from Buddhism. It was a
known fact that Sabarimala
was originally a place of wor-
ship of tribespeople.

The government also
pointed out that the ‘Vavar

Police passes: hearing
adjourned to Nov. 14

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

A Division Bench of the
Kerala High Court on
Monday adjourned to
November 14 the hearing on
a writ petition challenging
the police directive that
persons travelling in
vehicles should obtain
police passes for entering
Sabarimala.

According to the
petitioners — Sunil Kumar P.

Nada’ at the Sannidhanam
had “coexisted” with the Sa-
barimala temple and Mus-
lims come and offer prayers
there as well as at the
temple.

‘Govt. never interfered’

The State government has
never interfered in religious
matters and rituals of the Sa-

and another person from
Thrissur— the police were
introducing new restrictions
every day on the timings
and mode of worship at the
Sabarimala temple. The
police or the government
could not introduce any
such curbs, affecting the
rights of worshippers, under
Rule 9 of the Kerala Hindu
Places of Public Worship
(Authorisation of Entry)
Rules 1965, they contended.

barimala temple.

But the security of pil-
grims visiting the temple is
the concern of the govern-
ment and the police have to
ensure that, the State go-
vernment told the High
Court. In an affidavit, the go-
vernment submitted that it
was bound to protect the
fundamental rights of wo-

men devotees aged between
10 and 50 to offer prayers at
the temple. As for the entry
of women, the Supreme
Court had already issued a
judgment.

The affidavit was filed in
response to petitions seek-
ing a directive to the Travan-
core Devaswom Board (TDB)
not to implement any of the
oral or written directives is-
sued by the Chief Minister or
the government on religious
matters, entry of pilgrims,
and other matters in
Sabarimala.

No directive

The government said in the
affidavit that the Chief Minis-
ter had not issued any direc-
tive to the temple authori-
ties. It had only directed the
police to take care of the se-
curity of the devotees. No ge-
nuine devotee would be pre-
vented from trekking to
Sabarimala. However,
anyone coming with the in-
tention of creating obstruc-
tion would be taken care of
by the police.

Prayer meetings planned today

RADHAKRISHNAN KUTTOOR
PATHANAMTHITTA

A day before the Supreme
Court is to take up the re-
view as well as writ peti-
tions on entry of women of
all ages into Sabarimala, Ay-
yappa devotees, under the
aegis of various Hindu or-
ganisations, are organising
prayer meetings across
Kerala.

The Nair Service Society,
which is in the forefront of
the protests seeking protec-
tion of the customs and ri-
tualistic practices at Sabari-
mala, has called upon all its
5,600 units (karayogams) to
conduct day-long prayer

sessions (Naamajapom)
across the State on Tuesday.

With the two-month an-
nual Mandalam-Makaravi-
lakku pilgrim season set to
begin on Saturday, Ayyappa
devotees across the globe
expect the ongoing protests
to gain further momentum,
disturbing the otherwise
peaceful pilgrimage.

The State government
has declared that it would
comply with the order of
the Supreme Court at any
cost, notwithstanding the
grossly inadequate basic pil-
grim facilities at the flood-
ravaged Pampa in the footh-
ills of Sabarimala.

Basavraj’s ascension coincides
with general, Assembly polls

He has a penchant for going on the offensive

SUMIT BHATTACHARJEE
VISAKHAPATNAM

Though the decision for the
change of guard in the CPI
(Maoist) was taken some
time in February 2017 in
Abujmarh in Chhattisgarh,
Nambala Keshav Rao, 63,
alias Basavraj took over
charge of the banned organ-
isation as general secretary
from Muppala Lakshman
Rao, 72, alias Ganapathi, a
few months ago.

Basavraj’s ascension
seems to be a strategic move
by the Maoists as it coincid-
ed with the Assembly elec-
tions in at least three Left
Wing  Extremist-affected
States (Madhya Pradesh, Te-
langana and Chhattisgarh)
and the general and the As-
sembly election in Andhra
Pradesh in 2019.

The Maoist movement in
the Andhra-Odisha Border
area and Telangana was on

the wane and the first major
strike authored by Basavraj
after taking over was the kill-
ing of Araku MLA Kidari Sar-
veswara Rao and former
MLA Siveri Soma near Liviti-
put village in Dumbriguda
mandal in the AOB region on
September 23, citing repres-
sion of tribals by the TDP
leaders and support to the
mining mafia including their
bauxite mining, which the
tribals had been opposing
vehemently.

Such a major strike took
place in Andhra Pradesh af-
ter a long time. The convoy
of then Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu was hit by a
claymore mine in Alipiri, Ti-
rupati, in 2003. This was fol-
lowed by the killing of Chit-
tam Narsi Reddy, MLA, in
Narayanapet town in Mah-
bubnagar in 2005. The Ara-
ku attack was followed by an
IED explosion in Bacheli in

Dantewada on November 8,
on the eve of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s election
rally, in which four civilians
and one CISF constable were
killed. On Sunday, the
Maoists triggered at least se-
ven IEDs in the Kanker re-
gion in Chhattisgarh, killing
one BSF SI.

Basavraj has a penchant
for going on the offensive
and the Araku attack and the
blasts in Chhattisgarh are a
clear indication that the
Maoists have stepped up
their offensive, according to
a senior police officer. He
has his signature on all ma-
jor attacks in the last 10
years, including the killing
of former Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Vidya Charan
Shukla and Salwa Judum
founder Mahendra Karma
and 15 others in Chhattis-
garh in 2013, an Intelligence
officer said.

A file photo of a Naamajapom procession held in the palace
town of Pandalam three weeks ago.

‘No copters
to airlift
women to
Sabarimala’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Kerala police chief Lok-
nath Behera has clarified
that “there is no move to
airlift any pilgrims, using
helicopters” to Sabarima-
la.

In connection with a
news report that ap-
peared in The Hindu on
November 10, Mr. Behera
said the police had been
using the services of the
Air Force and the Navy for
surveillance in  and
around Sabarimala. The
practice would continue.

The Hindu had report-
ed that the police were
weighing the use of mili-
tary helicopters to airlift
women devotees to Saba-
rimala from Thiruvanan-
thapuram or Kochi as a
last and drastic measure
to save them from run-
ning the gauntlet of “Save
Sabarimala” protesters.

Mr. Behera, in a state-
ment issued here on Mon-
day, said no such decision
had been taken.

Reddy bail plea
hearing today

Monday was declared court holiday

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The bail plea hearing of
mining baron G. Janardhan
Reddy, which was expected
to be heard on Monday, was
postponed to Tuesday ow-
ing to the demise of Union
Minister Ananth Kumar.

Advocates representing
Mr. Reddy had filed an appli-
cation before the sessions
court, but as a holiday was
declared on Monday, the
matter was posted to Tues-
day.

Mr. Reddy was arrested
by the Central Crime Branch
(CCB) on Sunday and re-
manded in judicial custody
for 14 days, on the charge of
criminal conspiracy, based
on credible information ob-
tained during the course of
investigation.

The witness statement
and legal scrutiny of the in-
vestigations led to the ar-
rest, Alok Kumar, Additional
Commissioner of Police,
who is heading the investi-
gation, said.

G. Janardhan Reddy

The bail hearing is ex-
pected to take a couple of
days as the CCB is planning
to file a strong objection
against his plea for bail.

As Mr. Reddy has political
connections, granting bail
would hamper the ongoing
investigations, a senior pol-
ice officer said.

The mining baron is
housed in a separate cell in
the Bengaluru Central Pri-
son, Parappana Agrahara,
due to security reasons.

The prison has been pro-
vided with adequate securi-
ty to guard against any unto-
ward incident, sources said.

Telangana Assembly polls notified

Candidates from different political parties file nominations

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

The stage is set for intense
electioneering in the next
three weeks with the Elec-
tion Commission of India is-
suing the notification for the
election to Telangana Legis-
lative Assembly, slated for
December 7.

Chief Secretary S.K. Joshi
has issued gazette notifica-
tion for the conduct of the
election after obtaining the
consent of Governor E.S.L.
Narasimhan on Monday. The
notification was immediate-
ly followed by filing of nomi-

nations by candidates from
different political parties.

According to the Chief
Electoral Officer Rajat Ku-
mar, over 40 candidates,
mostly belonging to the BJP,
filed their nominations on
the first day.

The last date for filing
nominations is November 19
and they will be scrutinised
the next day. November 22 is
the last date for withdrawal
of nominations. The cam-
paign by the contesting can-
didates and parties will
come to close on December
5 evening followed by poll-

- Remembering a milestone

A cultural procession being taken out in Palakkad, Kerala, on Monday as part of the 82nd anniversary of the Temple Entry

Proclamation. =k.«k.MusTAFAH

Bengaluru welcomes winged visitors

‘Best places to spot land birds are Nandi Hills, Bannerghatta park and Lalbagh’

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

The migratory season is here
and winged visitors from fo-
reign lands have started
making the green land-
scapes and waterbodies
around the city their home.
Among the land birds, en-
thusiasts can spot various
species such as greenish leaf
warblers and bright reed
warblers, flycatchers and
golden orioles.

“Though the number of
land birds has declined dras-
tically in the past years ow-
ing to loss of greenery, these
species are not hard to spot
in the city. One can spot
them in thick wooded patch-
es in the city, but in smaller
numbers,” says M.B. Krish-
na, an ornithologist.

According to him, the best
places to spot land birds are
Valley School, Nandi Hills,
Bannerghatta National Park,

CcM
K

In flight: Birds which were sighted last month at the Jakkur
Lake in Bengaluru. =samPATHKUMAR G.P.

and Lalbagh. Some of the ci-
ty’s cleaner lakes are also
home to many migratory
species from October to
March.

Spot-billed duck, garga-
ney duck and pintail duck,
can be spotted along with
species of sandpipers, black-
winged stilts, herons and
egrets through the season.

The revived Jakkur, Saul

Kere, Yelahanaka, Kaikon-
drahalli and Madiwala lakes
are some of the places to
head to this birding season.

Deepa Mohan, 64, who
has been a birder for over 12
years, says the season has
started on a good note, with
a lot of migratory birds alrea-
dy coming to the wooded
patches and waterbodies in
and around the city.

“Last year, the number of
migratory ducks was quite
dismal. But, with the city
and its surroundings receiv-
ing decent rainfall this time,
we are expecting a good
number of species to visit,”
said the blogger and writer,
who has been birdwatching
every weekend.

Various hotspots
According to the eBird India
website — a portal where bir-
ders post their latest spotting
experiences — 290 species
have been sighted across the
city this year.

Valley School remains the
biggest hotspot for birding,
with 193 species being spot-
ted here. Hessaraghatta Lake
and GKVK campus are the
other two spots from where
birders have been reporting
a large number of sightings —
184 and 160 species,
respectively.

ing for the 119 Assembly con-
stituencies in a single phase
on December 7. Counting of
votes would be taken up on
December 11 along with four
other poll-bound States and
the election process should
be completed by December
13, according to the
notification.

Chief Electoral Officer Ra-
jat Kumar said over 2.76
crore voters were expected
to exercise their franchise
across the State in 32,574
polling stations — 12,245 in
urban areas and 20,329 in
rural areas.

Jagan’s yatra
resumes in
Vizianagaram

STAFF REPORTER
VIZIANAGARAM

YSRCP president Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy resumed his
‘Praja Sankalpa Yatra’ on
Monday in Saluru Assemb-
ly constituency of Vizianag-
aram district.

Mr. Jagan was forced to
suspend his padayatra af-
ter the attack on him in the
Visakhapatnam airport.

Now, identity cards have
been made mandatory for
all YSRCP leaders, activists
and local people who
would like to accompany
Mr. Jagan.

The police personnel
have also been asked to
wear their identity cards
while on duty.

In the backdrop of criti-
cism over the alleged laps-
es in safety measures, the
Police department has put
three-tier security cordon
for Mr. Jagan during his ya-
tra.

Cathedral to celebrate its 450th year

Kumaraswamy to attend celebrations of Catholic church in Karnataka

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MANGALURU
Our Lady of The Holy Rosary
Cathedral will celebrate 450
years of its completion from
November 15 to 18. Karnata-
ka Chief Minister H.D. Kuma-
raswamy will attend the con-
cluding day of the
celebrations on Sunday.
Rector of the cathedral
Father ]J.B. Crasta told The
Hindu that it is the oldest
among the Catholic cathe-
drals in Karnataka.

Built by Portuguese

According to an article on
‘Roman Catholic Churches’
in Mangaluru Darshana, a
book on the history and cul-
ture of Mangaluru, pu-
blished by the Mangaluru Ur-
ban Development Authority,
the Holy Rosary Church was
built by the Portuguese soon
after they landed in the city
following victory in war, on

The Rosario Cathedral in Mangaluru. sH.s. MANJUNATH

January 5, 1568. It was then
called the Factory Church
and is now also called Rosa-
rio Cathedral.

In the writings of Italian
traveller Pietro della Valle,
who visited Mangaluru in
1623, mentions the Holy Ros-
ary Church, Our Lady of
Mercy at Ullal, and St. Fran-
cis of Assisi at Farangipet.

The royal stone emblem

of the Portuguese king,
marking their landing in
Mangaluru, is at the en-
trance of the cathedral.

The article further states
that the Holy Rosary Church
building was desecrated and
destroyed by forces of Tipu
Sultan in 1784. The Catholics
then set about reconstruct-
ing the church in 1813. The
East India Company sanc-

tioned 34,000 for recon-
struction of the Holy Rosary
Church and  Milagres
Church, which was con-
structed in 1680. It was on
April 16, 1850 that the Holy
Rosary Church attained the
status of cathedral.

In 1910 the then Parish
Priest Father Henry I Bruzo-
ni demolished the old struc-
ture of the cathedral and
erected the new structure.
The notable feature of the
new structure has been the
magnificent dome crowning
the spacious sanctuary.

The cross on the dome of
the cathedral was lit every
night to serve as a beacon for
seafarers.

The architect of the new
structure was Brother Devo
S.J. Jesuits. The new building
was formally opened by the
then Bishop Ferini on De-
cember 4,1910, the article
stated.
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“Army aims to keep youth off militancy”

General Bipin Rawat says govt. has a clear-cut policy not to allow terrorists to create violence in J&K

Amarinder inaugurates
100-bed hospital

SANGRUR (PUNJAB)

Punjab Chief Minister Captian
Amarinder Singh on Monday
inaugurated a 100-bed,
ultra-modern cancer hospital
here. The Homi Bhabha
Cancer Hospital in Sangrur has
been set up with aid from the
State government. Plans are
afoot for a state-of-the-art
oncology training centre at
the hospital, the CM said. pmi

J&K police foil workers'
march to Secretariat
Jammu

The J&K police scuttled an
attempt by Public Health
Engineering Department
workers to gherao the State
Secretariat here on Monday.
The workers, demanding
release of pending wages and
regularisation of services, had
taken out the rally from their
headquarters at B.C. Road to
the Secretariat. pri

Labourer killed in sugar
mill accident in U.P.

BIJNOR

A 52-year-old labourer was
killed and three others injured
when chemicals accidentally
fell on them at a sugar mill in
Uttar Pradesh's Bijnor district
on Monday, police said. The
incident happened in the
morning at the Avadh sugar
mill in Seohara. Shravjit died
on the spot, while three
others received burns, a
police officer said. pmi

Truck mows down two,
driver absconding
PRATAPGARH (U.P.)

A 20-year-old youth and his
cousin sister died after a truck
hit their motorcycle here on
Monday, police said.
Phoolchandra and his cousin,
Bitan (17), died on the spot in
the accident near Ratipur
village. An eight-year-old
passer-by, Aditya, was also
injured and his condition is
critical. A search is on for the
driver who fled the spot. pmi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PATHANKOT

Army Chief General Bipin
Rawat on Monday said that
the government’s policy in
Jammu and Kashmir was that
those triggering terrorism in
the State should be neutral-
ised, but the Army’s focus
was to ensure that the Kash-
miri youth did not join mili-
tancy.

“The government has a
clear-cut policy that it will
not allow terrorists to create
violence. Anybody who
creates violence will be neu-
tralised,” he said. “Our [Ar-
my’s] focus is terrorists in
the Valley. The basic aim of
the Army is to ensure that
young boys do not join mili-
tancy.”

General Rawat, who was
on a two-day visit to Pathan-
kot, was presiding over a
conclave of disabled soldiers

here. He said the Army’s aim
was to approach the youth’s
family and tell them that
they could ask the youth to
surrender as it will still give
him a chance.

“If the people still do not
behave and continue with
violence, the alternative left
[with us] is to neutralise
them,” the Army chief said.

Asked whether India is fol-
lowing a tit-for-tat policy to-
wards Pakistan, which was
resulting in many casualties,
General Rawat said the poli-
cy keeps changing.

“See we have to keep
changing the policy... We
have to keep doing someth-
ing different. It has to be re-
viewed so that we keep
ahead of adversary,” he said,
adding that it had to be more
than a tit-for-tat policy.

The Army Chief said Pa-
kistan kept sending terro-

Army Chief General Bipin Rawat felicitates an ex-serviceman
at Mamun Cantonment, Pathankot, on Monday. =pi

rists to cause damage and ul-
timately it led to violence
against the people. “Kashmi-
ris are our people. We have
to look after them,” he said,

May Day meant for workers,
not govt. officials: Tripura CM

Biplab Deb justifies dropping May 1 from State’s holiday list

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AGARTALA

Tripura Chief Minister Bi-
plab Kumar Deb has
dropped May Day from the
list of holidays in the State as,
according to him, “govern-
ment employees do not need
a holiday on International
Labour Rights Day”.

He claimed that his go-
vernment has done justice
by granting holiday on May 1
only to workers in industrial
sector as the day is “meant
for workers and labourers
and no one else”.

“Why do government em-
ployees need holiday on May
Day? ... I have noticed that it
is a holiday on that day in ve-
ry few States.

Biplab Kumar Deb

“What are the provisions
for a holiday? They [previous
Left government] used to
grant holiday to the entire
State on this day here,” Mr.
Deb told a conference of the
Tripura Gazetted Officers
Sangh here on Sunday.

The Tripura government
in a notification on Novem-

ber 3 said that government
employees would be allowed
to avail any four holidays
chosen by them out of a list
of restricted holidays during
2019. The list of restricted
holidays includes 12 festivals
and occasions in it — New
Year’s Day, Pous Parban
(Bengali harvest festival), Ba-
santi Puja, Mahavir Jayanti,
May Day, Rath Yatra, Jhulan-
jatra Samapan, Biswakarma
Puja, Akheri-Chahar-Sumba,
Bhratridwitiya, Guru Na-
nak’s birthday and the World
Disabled Day.

“The May Day holiday in
industrial sector is still valid.
But are you [gazetted offic-
ers] workers and labourers
in the Secretariat?” he asked.

adding that Jammu, Kashmir
and Ladakh regions were
part of the country and vio-
lence would not be allowed
there.

‘No threat
. to Punjab’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PATHANKOT

Army Chief General Bipin
Rawat said there was no
threat of revival of militan-
cy in Punjab, but there was
aneed to stay alert.

“There is not much
threat [of revival of militan-
cy] in Punjab, but we need
to be alert about it. It is bet-
ter to be alert than to allow
things [to go out of hand],”
he told reporters here.

The Army chief was res-
ponding to a question on
arrests of some people in
the State and the ‘Referen-
dum 2020’ campaign start-
ed by separatist and pro-
Khalistan elements from
other countries.

Girl who fled Patna
shelter returns to W.B.

Efforts on to trace other three: police

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PATNA

One of the four minor girls
who escaped from a shelter
home in Patna has reached
her home in West Bengal
and efforts are on to trace
the other three, Bihar police
said on Monday.

The girls had escaped
from the government-fund-
ed Asha Kiran Home For
Girls in Patliputra Colony
early on Sunday by using
their dupatta as a rope to
climb down from a second-
floor balcony.

Call from home
They had been brought to
the shelter home last

month. One of the four girls
who escaped is 12 years old

and the rest are 16, police
said.

“One girl has reached her
home in 24 Parganas district
in West Bengal. The girl in-
formed the manageress of
the Patna shelter home who
in turn informed us about
the incident,” Patliputra Sta-
tion House Officer Tarkesh-
war Nath Tiwary said.

The girl, he said, had also
apologised to the manage-
ress for leaving without in-
forming and said that the
other three had also
planned to return to their
respective homes, he said.

The FIR about the escape
was filed by the shelter
home’s manageress and ef-
forts are on to find the three
girls, he added.

WEATHER WATCH

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy rain/snow is likely at isolated
¢ places over Jammu and Kashmir :
MIN :

Darty RAIN  MAX  MIN aTy RAIN  MAX
. Adgartala................. —....29.2....16.0 Kozhikode ............... ~....34.4...250 :
: Ahmedabad... ....35.6....16.6 Kurnool. ..34.1....19.6 :
: Aizwal ...... ....31.0....13.1 Lucknow ..29.6....13.4
¢ Allahabad . ....31.5....14.0 Madurai. .33.6....22.2
: Bengaluru. ....30.0....17.3 Mangaluru. .341...224 :
: Bhopal...... ...32.3....13.6 Mumbai. ..35.4....20.0 :
: Bhubaneswar ....30.2....184 Mysuru.. ..29.9....14.5 ¢
: Chandigarh ... ....28.4...119 New Delhi . ..30.2....13.4
¢ Chennai.... ..31.2...244  Patna... .296...17.6 :
: Coimbatore... ....32.9....20.5 Port Blair .. ..53.4...296....23.7 :
: Dehradun.. ....28.0....11.3 Puducherry .31.7...20.8 :
* Gangtok. ...17.8....11.0 Pune ..... ..326....13.9
: Goa....... ...34.4...22.5 Raipur .31.7...15.9
© Guwahati.. ...29.4...164 Ranchi... ..28.0....13.2
¢ Hubballi.... ....31.0....17.0 Shillong. ..19.2....10.0 :
Hyderabad ....32.2...14.8 Shimla... ..18.5....10.7 :
: ....26.6....12.2 Srinagar .... . 13.1......2.6
....32.0....16.7 Trivandrum .32.5...23.0 :
....30.8....24.2 Tiruchi .. ..33.1...234 ¢
....22.3....10.0 Vijayawada.... .32.1...21.7 ¢
...30.5....19.6 Visakhapatnam ......... —.... 31.8....246 :

: (Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
: Pollutants in the air you are breathing
 CITIES PM2.5 PM10 CODE

Yesterday

NO: COo

: Ahmedabad ...... .72 146 45 ..190 ..... - .. In observation made at

: Bengaluru.. .12 .54 53 .206 ...— ..H ﬁ'aorgaﬂémr"ec?rﬂgﬂb:g'
Cheqnal .7 .22 65 ..258 ... - W Al air quality index

: Delhi .18 223 92 ..458 445 ..M (AQ)) score of 454

: Hyderabad. .8 .83 37 ..132 .142 ... indicating an unhealthy

¢ Kolkata...... 21 47 43 317 265 .. W lc%Vnetlr:SftPOllutlon- In

¢ Lucknow ..9 110 87 ..387 ... - ..n : d

: . Thiruvananthapuram

: Mumbai. .32 .58 93 ..105 .134 ... recorded a healthy AQI

: Pune.. 103 .53 66 ..116 ..87 ... score of 72

: Vishakhapatnam .17 .32 45 .216 .140 .. H

¢ Air Quality Code: M Poor i Moderate Ml Good (Readings indicate average AQl) :
: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

: lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and

© premature death in people with heart or lung disease
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PUBLIC NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

MISSING

Between:

INTHE COURT OF THE MACT SC &
ST COURT JUDGE, ANANTAPURAMU
M.V.0.P.N0.41/2018

Pujari Ramesh

Jagtar Singh and Others ...Respondents
NOTICE TO RESPONDENT NO.3

... Petitioner
AND

R3: Haribinder Singh S/o Guruvaksha,

McGraw-Hill writer
RAMESH SINGH'S

Prelim-cum-Main

GS ECONOMY

Classroom/Online courses for IAS Exams 2019-20
New batch: Nov. 15-Jan. 08 (2.45-4.45pm)

4A/41, Old Rajinder Nagar, Bada Bazar Road, N. Delhi-60
www.rameshsingh.org | ph. 98182-44224

LEGAL NOTICE

TENDERS

THE TRAVANCORE SUGARS
& CHEMICALS LTD.,

(AKerala Government Company)
THIRUVALLA, KERALA- 689104
Ph: 0469-2610711, 9400807290
E-mail: travancoresugars65@gmail.com
www.travancoresugars.com

TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited (https://
etenders.kerala.gov.in) for the
supply of ENA 36 lakh BLs (Tender Id
2018_TSC_247928_1) and 87 lakh
nos Pet bottles (Tender ID 2018_
TSC_248260_1) from 01.01.2019 to
30.06.2019. Sealed Tenders are also
invited for the supply of 20000 BLs of
Rectified Spirit. The last date 04th
Dec. 2018 at 3.00 pm. For Details
Contact Office/Web-site.
Thiruvalla 12.11.2018

(Sdi-) MD

PUBLIC NOTICE
COURT NOTICE

Before the Hon'ble High Court of Kerala
at Ernakulam Criminal R.P. No.
1140/2018

M/s. CARGOMAR Pwt. Ltd.B-168 &
169, DDA Shed, Ist Floor, Okhla
Industrial Area, Phase - 1, New Delhi
110020 through its authorized
representative Sri. Narayana Naik.
Revision Petitioner Vs.

1. M/s. DMV Ventures 12/2, Old
Shershah Suri Road,Sector - 36,
Opposite Sector - 37, Faridabad -
121001, Haryana.

2. MR. MANI FARASIAYA,
PROPRIETOR OF M/S DMV
VENTURES, 12/2, Old Shershah Suri
Road, Sector -36, Opposite Sector —
37, Faridabad -121-001. Haryana.:
Respondents 1& 2

The above respondents are hereby put
on notice as follows: In the above
revision petition, the Hon'ble Court has
vide order dtd. 10.10.2018 directed to
issue notice against the respondents by
paper publication.

Hence, notice is hereby given to you the
respondents 1& 2 that on 14-11-18 at
10.15 AM the revision petition will be
taken up for hearing before the Hon'ble
Court and you may either directly or
through your appointed counsel appear
and make your submissions and in case
of your failure to so appear, the case will
be decided in your absence. By Order

V.M. Syam Kumar
Advocate for Revision Petitioner

PERSONAL
LOST & FOUND

I, ADITYA have Lost my Original
10th pass certificate, year 2009
Roll no. 4179144 CBSE Board. If
Found, 8500826185

Lost Allotment cum Demand Letter,
Possession Letter, Possession Slip &
payment Receipts etc of DDA Flat No.
A-411, Single storey, PKT-1, Madipur,
Paschim Puri, New Delhi- 110063 al-
lotted to Shri Joseph Massey S/o D
Massey.

Name Jatin Bajaj,Age 30 Year,
Colour — Gehua, Height - 5’5",
round face . He went without
informing from his home. He
was wearing maroon colour
shirt,black colour pant and
wear sleeper in foot. Finder
inform to Thana Bindapura,
FIR No — D.D. No. - 66A Or
Kamlesh Bajaj W/O Late. Sh.
Rakesh Bajaj, Z-99A, Dayal
Sar road, Gandhi Nursing
home gali, Uttam Nagar, Mob
- 9210318482

This is for notice of the general public
that the political party by the name of|
“Labour Party of India V.V. Prasad” with
Headquarters at A-160, Second Floor,
Vikas Marg, Shakurpur, Near Metro
Pillar-42, Delhi-92, registered with the
Election Commission Proposes to
change its name to “Labour Party of
India”.

If anyone has any objection to the
proposed new name they may send
their objection with reason thereof, to
the secretary (Political Party) Election
Commission of India. Nirvachan Sadan,
Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001 with
in 30 days of the Publications.

Driver of DCM Vehicle bearing
No.PB-23-T-3331, R/of Badhimana,
AMLOH Dist., PUNJAB.

Where as the petitioner has filed a
claim petition against you and same is
posted to 07-12-2018 for your
appearance. You are hereby directed to
appear before the Hon'ble Court either
in person or through an advocate duly
instructed on 07-12-2018 at 10.30
a.m. failing which the matter will be
heard and decided exparte.

(By order of the court)

B.NALLA REDDY, Advocate
Anantapuramu, Andhra Pradesh.

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Pardip Agarwal S/o Shova Chand
married to Madhu Goyal D/o Ramdhari
Goyal on 1st-February-2000 in
Kathmandu, Nepal. My permanent|
address is Dergaon, Ward no.4,
Sahupatty, PO-Dergaon, Golghat,
Assam-785614, India and Madhu
Goyal is Kalimati, Ward no.13,
Kathmandu, Nepal. If anyone has
any objection with it he/she can
contact Indian Embassy, Kathmandu
Nepal within 30 days.

You may call us at toll free
1800 3000 1878

or write to us at
customercare@thehindu.co.in
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Corrigendum-7

TENDER NOTICE NO. 95499

HARYANA VIDYUT PRASARAN NIGAM LIMITED
Shakti Bhawan, Panchkula CIN: U40101HR1997SGC033683

The last date of online bid submission is extended up to 12.11.2018
at 13:00 Hrs. Detail NIT and tender document is available at website
https://haryanaeprocurement.gov.in., https://www.hvpn.gov.in

Prdh 73425

(Sd) XEN / SLDC Const. -cum-Mtc. Division,

HVPNL, Sewah (Panipat)

with Accessories”.

Sea ROORKEE, HARIDWAR - 247667, UTTARAKHAND

No1100000703/MM 3/IITR/2018-19/Calorimeter/Chemt/341 Dated: 12.11.2018
TENDER NOTICE

Sealed Tenders are invited for the purchase of “Differential Scanning Calorimeter

For Details please visit Institute website:

www.iitr.ac.in/administration/pages/Tenders EOl & CPP Portal

 INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY ROORKEE

17:00 hours on 05/12/2018.

https//leprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app. Sealed tenders should reach latest by

Officer on Special Duty (MM)
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answers on www.youngworldclub.com
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DEATH

Mr. D.Parthiban (59), Retired Proof
Reader, Deputy Batch Head,

The Hindu, Chennai, passed away on
12-11-2018 Address: No.2, Bharathi
Street, Annai Indira Nagar, Velachery,
Chennai-600042, Ph No: 9150168517.

For enquiries on
announcements in this
section, please contact our
office at the following number
between 10a.m. and 8p.m.
New Delhi : 011- 43579797
Rate for New Delhi:
(Minimum Rs. 290/- 2 Lines
Extra Line - Rs. 145/-)
(B/W Display): Rs.50/Per Sq.cm
(Clr Display) : Rs.60/Per Sq.cm
Log on to
www.thehinduads.com
For Placing Advertisements

Online

In memory of your loved ones

To dedicate a space in this section,
Please contact:

011-43579797

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. &
For Placing Advertisements
Online log on to

www.thehinduads.com
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Sivakasi fireworks units
to go on indefinite strike
SIVAKASI

Over 1,000 fireworks units
in Sivakasi and other parts
of the country have
announced indefinite closure
from Monday following

the Supreme Court's order
imposing restrictions

on the industry.

Tamil Nadu to import
3.5 million tonnes of coal
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Generation
and Distribution Corporation
(Tangedco) has decided to
import 3.5 million more
tonnes of coal to meet the
demand for the fossil fuel. It
is getting imported coal of
1.75 million tonnes through
suppliers, who source it
mostly from Indonesia.

Second accused in T.N.
rape case surrenders
DHARMAPURI

Two days after the rape of

a 16-year-old girl, who died
later, Ramesh, the second
accused, turned himself in on
Monday. Sathish was arrested
on Sunday. Meanwhile, a
team of doctors performed an
autopsy on the victim.

An inquiry has been ordered
into the allegations of
negligence on the part of

the police while dealing

with the rape complaint.

NIA to seek extradition
of ISIS operative

CHENNALI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has initiated the
process of seeking the
extradition of Islamic State of
Irag and Syria (ISIS) operative
Haja Fakruddin, a native of
Paranginettai in Cuddalore
district, who settled in
Singapore and later migrated
to Syria.

Deny MSP to stubble burners: NGT

Green Bench asks Chief Secretaries of four States to draw up scheme to check pollution

SHINJINI GHOSH
NEW DELHI

Stating that State govern-
ments had failed to curb
stubble burning, the Nation-
al Green Tribunal (NGT) on
Monday summoned the
Chief Secretaries of Delhi,
Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh.

Officers have been direct-
ed to draw up a plan to pro-
vide economic incentives
and disincentives to farmers.

Observing that stubble
burning is adversely affect-
ing environment and public
health, a Bench headed by
NGT Chairperson Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel said,
“The fact remains that the
problem has not been fully
tackled and the adverse im-
pacts on the air quality and
consequent impacts on the
citizens’ health and lives are
undisputed.”

“The problem is required
to be resolved by taking all
such measures as are possi-
ble” the Bench added.

During the hearing, it was

A farmer burns paddy stubble at a farm on the outskirts of Amritsar. =riLe HoTO

suggested to the Bench that
incentives could be provided
to those who are not burning
the stubble and disincentives
for those who continue the
practice. “We do not see any
difficulty why such econom-
ic incentives and disincen-
tives should not be duly
planned or executed. We
make it clear that the exist-
ing Minimum Support Price
(MSP) Scheme must be so in-

terpreted as to enable the
States concerned to wholly
or partly deny the benefit of
MSP to those who continue
to burn the crop residue” the
Bench said.

Urgency of situation

While the officers have been
asked to be present on No-
vember 15, the NGT specified
that the “short time is on ac-
count of the urgency of the

situation with regard to dete-
riorating air quality prevail-
ing in NCT Delhi and adjoin-
ing areas.”

Secretary, Union Ministry
of Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare has also been direct-
ed to be present to “find a
lasting solution.”

The NGT also said that “it
is open to the Central go-
vernment” convening a
meeting with the States.

Homeless to be given
masks: official

NEW DELHI

Homeless people will be
given cotton masks in Delhi
to protect them from the
deadly smog, officials said on
Monday. Each winter the
Capital of 20 million chokes
through haze so extreme that
levels of airborne pollutants
eclipse safe limits by more
than 30 times.

The poor and homeless suffer
the worst, through constant
exposure to a toxic brew of
car fumes, factory exhaust
and construction dust.
Measures to curb the smog --
from reducing heavy goods
traffic and firecrackers to
banning farmers from using
fire to clear their fields --
have failed to clear the skies.
Bipin Rai from Delhi's city
government told AFP that
10,000 face masks would be
given "to homeless families,
women, patients and children
as pollution levels are on the
rise". But experts said these
masks offer little to no
protection against the most
poisonous pollutants. arp

Journalist deposes in support of Akbar

The allegations
are misplaced and
unfounded: Basu

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Sunday Guardian Editor and
a former colleague of M.].
Akbar, Joyeeta Basu, on Mon-
day described the former
Union Minister as a “tho-
rough gentleman with an im-
peccable reputation’ before
a Delhi court.

“Akbar has always been a

M.J. Akbar

thorough professional and a
brilliant teacher who taught
me all aspects of journalism.
I considered him to be a bril-
liant journalist, a scholarly
writer and a thorough gen-

Tamil Nadu braces
for Cyclone Gaja

Landfall likely between Cuddalore and Pamban

K. LAKSHMI
CHENNAI
Cyclone Gaja is likely to
cross the Tamil Nadu coast
between Cuddalore district
and Pamban, in Ramanath-
apuram district, in the fore-
noon of Thursday

As on Monday evening,
the cyclonic storm lay over
the Bay of Bengal, about 720
km east-northeast of Chen-
nai and 800 km east-north-
east of Nagapattinam.
Though it is likely to intensi-
fy into a severe cyclonic
storm in the open seas, it is
set to weaken gradually, and
cross the coast only as a cy-
clonic storm. It is likely to
bring heavy to very heavy
rainfall at a few places over
seven districts in the state on

Al pilot’s
licence

Wednesday and Thursday,
according to the India Mete-
orological Department.
Weather models indicate
moderate rainfall over Chen-
nai during those days.

Named by Sri Lanka, it is
the 55th tropical cyclone
since the naming conven-
tion started in 2004. While
rainfall is expected over
most parts of north Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry, a few
places in districts such as
Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Karai-
kal, Nagapattinam, Cudda-
lore, Ramanathapuram and
Pudukottai may experience
heavy to very heavy rainfall,
scaling up to 24 cm on Wed-
nesday and Thursday.

One or two places in these
districts may also receive

Sanjay Mishra now eligible
for 2-year term as ED chief

rainfall in excess of 24.4 cm,
for which a red colour-cod-
ed warning has been issued.
“Such colour-coded weather
warnings are given for agen-
cies involved in disaster
management to be prepared
even if extremely heavy rain-
fall is likely to occur in one
or two places of the State. A
red colour-coded warning
for a State does not mean
that the entire State is facing
a threat of extremely heavy
rainfall,” said S. Balachan-
dran, Deputy Director Gen-
eral of Meteorology,
Chennai.

Gale-force winds reaching
speeds of 80-90 km per hour
may prevail along and off
north Tamil Nadu and Pudu-
cherry coasts.

tleman with an impeccable
reputation in my eyes,” Ms.
Basu said, while deposing
before additional chief me-
tropolitan magistrate Samar
Vishal as a witness of Mr. Ak-
bar in the defamation case
filed by him against senior
journalist Priya Ramani.

Ms. Ramani has accused
Mr. Akbar of sexually harass-
ing women journalists who
worked with him over the
years.

“In spite of my experienc-
es with him and his reputa-

Another soldier killed
in Pak. sniper fire in J&K

tion, his image took a beating
in my eyes on reading the ar-
ticles/tweets (about sexual
harassment charges). The al-
legations are misplaced and
unfounded as my experienc-
es over the past two decades
have shown him to be a per-
fect gentleman, and his be-
haviour has been exem-
plary,” the witness stated.

Mr. Vishal fixed December
7 as the next date for record-
ing the statement of another
witness of Mr. Akbar.

In his complaint, Mr. Ak-

bar alleged that “the accused
[Ms. Ramani], while putting
forward defamatory state-
ments relating to incidents
which allegedly occurred 20
years ago, simultaneously
admits that the complainant
has not done anything to
her.”

He has sought her prose-
cution under Section 499
(defamation) and punishable
under Section 500 of the
IPC. The offence attracts a
simple imprisonment of two
years or fine or both.

SC declines
PIL against

‘Have to outsmart those
spreading fake news

No perfect
solution, says
Twitter CEO

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
CEO and co-founder of Twit-
ter Jack Dorsey on Monday
said there was no perfect so-
lution to deal with the pro-
blem of “fake news” and
“misinformation” on social
media in the context of the
upcoming general election.

Calling it a multi-variable
problem, Mr. Dorsey said:
“We need to be 10 steps
ahead of those trying to
spread misinformation and
need to ensure that people
reading misinformation do
not take action based on the
information. Twitter can
step in to ensure that a re-
ported tweet that is spread-
ing misinformation is con-
tained and does not spread
more than the impressions
it has already reached.”

He likened the problem
to that of security and said

Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey,
right, taking a selfie at
|IT-Delhi. =sanDEep sAXENA

that even the best lock can
be broken and the challenge
was to keep building better
locks. Mr. Dorsey was speak-
ing at a town hall in IIT Del-
hi, organised to launch an
initiative of Twitter, #Powe-
rOf18, aimed at getting the
youth to vote in the next
general election.

“The platform aims to en-
gage more young people in
India to contribute to public
debate and work with like-
minded partners that share
the same objective of encou-
raging civic engagement
among the youth,” said ma-
naging director of Twitter
Maya Hari.

Centre pulls up Twitter
for ‘slow action’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Union Home Secretary Rajiv
Gauba pulled up represen-
tatives of Twitter for acting
slow on the government’s
requests to pull down con-
tent and accounts that incite
communal violence.

The Home Ministry told
Twitter on Monday that le-
gal provisions will need to
be invoked in case the social
media platform did not
comply with the request to
promptly remove objection-
able content. “It has been

noticed that action taken by
Twitter for removing/block-
ing of objectionable/unlaw-
ful content has been slow in
some cases and compliance
for removal of unlawful con-
tent has been only about
60% even where orders
have been issued by the
competent authority after
following due process of
law,” a statement said.

Earlier in the day, Jack
Dorsey, CEO of Twitter, met
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi to discuss ways to
tackle “fake news.”

25 Dalits convert to
Buddhism in U.P.

One more soldier was critically wounded: Army

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

A soldier was killed and another in-

jured as Pakistan resorted to sniper at-

tacks along the Line of Control (LoC) in
Pir Panjal’s Poonch for the third con-
secutive day on Monday.

“Pakistan Army resorted to an un-
provoked ceasefire violation in the
Krishna Ghati Sector in Mendhar on the
LoC around 5.15 p.m. on Monday, re-
sulting in the death of a soldier and crit-
ical injuries to another,” Jammu-based
Army spokesman Lt. Col. Devender
Anand told The Hindu.

The Army said it “retaliated strongly
and effectively” on Pakistan Army
posts. “The martyrdom of the Indian
Army soldier will not go in vain,” said
the spokesman.

Locals said they heard loud explo-
sions, indicating an exchange of heavy
shelling late in the evening.

The Army identified the deceased

soldier as lance naik Antony Sebastian
K.M., 34, “who was critically injured
and succumbed to gunshot wound la-
ter.” Critically injured havildar Mari
Muthu D., who also suffered gunshot
wounds, was given immediate resusci-
tation and medical aid. “He has been
evacuated to the Military Hospital,
Poonch,” said the Army.

Sebastian K.M. belonged to Kerala’s
Manakunnam village. He is survived by
wife Anna Dayana Joseph. “Sebastian
K.M. was a brave and sincere soldier.
The nation will always remain indebted
to him for the supreme sacrifice and de-
votion to duty,” said the Army.

Sources said the casualties occurred
despite warning by intelligence agen-
cies about Pakistan stepping up sniper
attacks. In the past three days, two sol-
diers — naik Gosavi Keshav Somgir and
rifleman Varun Kattal — have been
killed in Rajouri district by Pakistan
snipers.

anti-rape law

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday declined a PIL pe-
tition challenging the con-
stitutional validity of Sec-
tion 375 of the Indian Penal
Code which deals with
rape.

A Bench led by Chief Jus-
tice Ranjan Gogoi refused
to entertain the petition by
NGO, Criminal Justice So-
ciety of India, claiming that
the penal provision is not
gender-neutral. “The issue
falls in the realm of Parlia-
ment. We don’t want to say
anything on it right now,”
the Chief Justice told advo-
cate Ashima Mandla. The
plea contended that Sec-
tion 375 violated Articles
14, 15 and 21 as it did not ac-
count for rape of men and
transgenders.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUZAFFARNAGAR

Twenty-five Dalits converted to Budd-
hism in a ceremony in Shamli district
on Monday. Dalit leader Devidas
Jayant, who also converted, said they
took the step due to discrimination
and atrocities against the community.

HrogemseR-ugha spifadta srgur e
CSIR - NATIONAL GEOPHYSICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE

3IWd U, §SIETS, UPPAL ROAD, HYDERABAD - 500 007
Website: www.ngri.org.in, E-mail: career@ngri.res.in, Ph: 040-27012374

CSIR-NGRI Advertisement No. 06/2018 Dated: 06.12.2018

suspended

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
on Monday suspended the flying licence
of Captain Arvind Kathpalia, Director
(Operations), Air India, for three years
after he failed the breath analyser test a
day earlier.

Captain Kathpalia, officials said, was a
repeat offender and was hence served
with the three-year licence suspension.
In 2017, his flying licence was suspended
for three months after he allegedly
skipped a pre-flight medical test before a
Delhi-Bengaluru flight.

The prescribed punishment for such
offences under DGCA rules is the sus-
pension of the flying licence for three
months, in case of the first breach. For
violating the norms for a second time,
the licence is suspended for three years.
The third time, the licence is perma-
nently cancelled.

Meanwhile, the Indian Commercial
Pilots Association (ICPA), Air India’s re-
cognised pilot body, has warned of in-
dustrial unrest if Capt. Kathpalia was not
removed from his position. The ICPA
said it would write to Civil Aviation Mi-
nister Suresh Prabhu and the airline
Chairman and Managing Director, Pra-
deep Singh Kharola, about the same.

CcM
K

Earlier posted as I'T Chief Commissioner

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Sanjay Kumar Mishra, the
1984-batch Indian Revenue
Service (IRS) officer who is
holding the additional
charge of Enforcement Di-
rectorate chief, has been
empanelled as Additional
Secretary and, therefore, is
now eligible for a two-year
term.

After the superannuation
of senior IPS officer Karnal
Singh last month, Mr. Mis-
hra was appointed as Princi-
pal Special Director with the
ED and given additional
charge of the agency chief
for three months.

“Mr. Singh was the first
ED director to get a fixed
term of two years following
the Supreme Court direc-
tive,” said an official.

Mr. Mishra was earlier
posted as Chief Commis-
sioner with the Income-Tax
Department in Delhi. Over
the years, he has investigat-
ed several politically sensi-
tive cases and also has rich

experience in the area of fo-
reign taxation. He also had a
stint with the Union Home
Ministry.

The senior IRS officer was
instrumental in getting ac-
cess to the HSBC-Geneva list
of Indian account holders
who were subsequently
probed by Indian agencies
for allegedly parking undis-
closed income abroad.

Important cases

Under Mr. Mishra’s supervi-
sion, the Enforcement Di-
rectorate is currently prob-
ing several important cases
of corruption and bank
frauds, including the Punjab
National Bank case involv-
ing Nirav Modi and his uncle
Mehul Choksi.

Having filed multiple
charge sheets, the agency
has already moved a request
for extraditing Mr. Nirav Mo-
di. The Indian High Com-
mission in London has
handed over the official re-
quest to extradite him to the
U.K. authorities.

Last Date to receive duly filled-in Application with enclosures: 14.12.2018 (Frida

Applications are invited from eligible Indian Citizens to fill up one post of
Driver (Unreserved) as per following details: 1. Pay : Level-2 [X. 19900-63200]
of the Pay Matrix 2. Maximum Age Limit : 28 years 3. Essential Qualification:(1)
10th class or equivalent examination passed from a recognized Board or
University. (2) Five years' driving experience of LMV/HMV with a valid driving

license issued by appropriate authority to drive in India.

For detailed advertisement, kindly visit the website: http://www.ngri.org.in

Sd/- Sr. Controller of Administration

Applications are invited for walk-in-written test followed by personal
discussion for the two posts of Scientist C (Medical / Non Medical)
on contractual basis at NCDIR, Bengaluru. Detailed advertisement
and other terms and conditions can be viewed / downloaded from the

ICMR- National Centre for Disease

Informatics and Research, Bengaluru
Dept. of Health Research, MH&FW, Govt. of India,
Nirmal Bhawan- ICMR Complex, Adjacent to Trumpet
Flyover of BIAL Kannamangala Post, Bengaluru-562 110,

Telephone: 080-22176400
No. NCDIR/Projects-Rec/2/2018-19

VACANCY NOTICE

Dated:12-11-2018

websites www.ncdirindia.org/iwww.icmr.nic.in.

Sd/-
Director

WSEETZE TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Kagithapuram-639 136, Karur Dist, Tamil Nadu.
phone: 04324-277 001 - (10 Lines), e-mail: purchase.wp@tnpl.co.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Tender No Material Description Due Date
181913 . .
004793 Sodium Soap for Deinking Plant 23/11/2018

Detailed terms and conditions, Quantity, Tender Fee, EMD etc., are
available in the tender documents which can be downloaded from

websites: www.tnpl.com/www.tenders.tn.gov.in .
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Dangerous tactics

Recent attacks suggest that Maoists are
focussing on greater militarisation

here has been an uptick in attacks by Maoists, in-
Tdicating that their ability to strike remains strong.

Last week, in two attacks in Chhattisgarh, five
persons were killed in a blast in Dantewada district, and
one BSF sub-inspector was killed in Kanker district.
Maoists have also owned up responsibility for the kill-
ing of TDP MLA Kidari Sarveswara Rao and his prede-
cessor Siveri Soma in Araku valley in Andhra Pradesh in
September. These attacks, however, come amid a series
of military setbacks to the Maoists in the Andhra Pra-
desh-Odisha border regions. Clearly, the government’s
strategy of using military force while earmarking funds
for infrastructure and welfare programmes in the dis-
tricts most affected by left-wing extremism has wea-
kened the Maoists. Paramilitary and police actions have
resulted in the death of senior leaders, including Cheru-
kuri Rajkumar (‘Azad’) and Mallojula Koteswara Rao
(‘Kishenji’). Welfare measures, even if they have been
implemented haphazardly, have enabled outreach into
tribal areas where the state was hitherto absent. These
actions have forced the Maoists to retreat further into

The usurpation of free speech

Furore over a BBC programme captures the worldwide success of the far right in capturing space on diverse platforms

VIDYA RAM

ast month, ‘Newsnight’, a
Lweekday BBC current affairs

programme, faced much
criticism online over a segment
due to be aired that evening on 35-
year-old Stephen Christopher Yax-
ley-Lennon, better known to the
world as Tommy Robinson, co-
founder of the English Defence
League and a cause célebre of the
far right globally. Alongside the
provision of yet another platform
to him, it was the way the story
was promoted that troubled obser-
vers the most. Ahead of the pro-
gramme, ‘Newsnight’ ran images
of Mr. Robinson staring determin-
edly into the camera, his mouth
covered with duct tape. “Is Tom-
my Robinson a man raising con-
cerns that others ignore, or a far-
right figure exploiting the victims
of sexual abuse for his own ends?”

REUTERS

denced by his social media profile:
clips of him speaking, often look-
ing furtively into the camera as if
to emphasise the supposed silenc-
ing, attract millions of viewers.

Image management

The notion that the far right is be-
ing muzzled despite the inordinate
media attention it has garnered —
from print, television, radio and
digital — is one that it has managed
to project with great success, feed-
ing into the wider image the far
right has attempted to propagate

cerbating the situation and taking
the attention away from the vic-
tims and the debate on real prac-
ticable ways in which grooming
gangs could be prevented from
harming more people in the fu-
ture.

He is far from the only figure on
the right in Britain to present him-
self as a “brave soldier” of free
speech, and the “oppressed” — as
among the only ones willing to
take on the “dangerous liberals”
supposedly trying to clamp down
on free speech and impose their

Last year, when academics and
students protested against Oxford
University’s support for the “eth-
ics and empire” project that
sought to create a list of the rights
and wrongs of the empire, publi-
cations such as the Daily Mail ac-
cused them of bullying and at-
tempting to silence Nigel Biggar,
the professor behind the initiative.
Last year, the Daily Telegraph ran
an incendiary story accusing a
young black student of “forcing”
the University of Cambridge to re-
place white authors with black
authors and only retracted the fac-
tually incorrect story after huge
public outrage and a torrent of
abuse directed at the student her-
self.

It has also manifested itself in
other ways. Last year Britain’s Un-
iversities Minister gave priority to
a requirement that universities be
required to guarantee free speech
or face fines and potential de-re-
gistration in a consultation that
was set to take place, pointing to
“examples of censorship”. This
again appeared to be an acknow-
ledgement of an argument propa-

voices even on issues where scien-
tific consensus leaves little doubt.
Earlier this year, the BBC faced
much criticism over the space it
provided to climate change de-
niers, until a briefing note sent to
the staff in September pointed to
the danger of a “false balance”.
“You do not need a ‘denier’ to ba-
lance the debate,” the organisation
was forced to clarify to its staff in a
reference to man-made climate
change.

Meanwhile, the far right has
continued to rise steadily, spurred
on by burgeoning acceptance of
the issues raised by them that
would once have been unthinka-
ble, including by the media. There
are over 100 live terror investiga-
tions related to the far-right as of
October, while it emerged that MI5
is to take the lead in dealing with
right-wing terrorism amid rising
concern about its reach. Last week
at least five men were arrested in
connection with a video that
showed the burning of an effigy of
London’s Grenfell Tower. The
blaze at the tower, home to largely
ethnic minority residents, in June

the forest areas of central and south-central India to use asked the programme on its social ~ of it being an anti-establishment, = world view to the determinant of gated by those on the right that 2017 killed 72 people.
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repression on tribal people and to get recruits. The
change of guard in the CPI (Maoist) leadership also sug-
gests that it has moved towards further militarisation to
secure its guerrilla forces’ influence. General secretary
Nambala Kesava Rao (‘Basavraj’), who has replaced
Muppala Lakshmana Rao (‘Ganapathy’), is alleged to
have led attacks on security forces and killings.

The CPI (Maoist) has sought to project itself as a revo-
lutionary political movement led by peasants and tri-
bals, seeking to rebuild after the failures of the earlier
Naxalite movement. After the merger of the People’s
War Group and the Maoist Communist Centre of India
into the CPI (Maoist) in 2004, the outlawed party man-
aged to consolidate its presence across a “Red Corri-
dor” spanning central and north-central India, marked
by rural deprivation. Rather than focussing on socio-
economic struggles to uplift peasants and tribals in this
region, the Maoists relied on waging a military battle
against the state with the intention of capturing power
through violent means. This was largely due to a gross
and mindless misreading of the nature of the Indian
state and its democratic institutions. These actions have
resulted in the militarisation of these areas, repression
of tribal people both by state actions such as the crea-
tion of the Salwa Judum — disbanded by judicial order —
and Maoist authoritarianism. The change in leadership
of the CPI (Maoist) and its recent actions suggest there is
no end in sight to this insurgency in the near term — a
sad reality for tribals caught in the crossfire.

muzzled was the very one that he
and his supporters had been seek-
ing to project, despite the fact that
as Migdaad Versi, a spokesperson
for the Muslim Council of Britain,
noted on Twitter that in the last
three months he has been men-
tioned on broadcast over 100
times. Far from him being
shunned by the media, he has
been interviewed on prominent
news shows in recent years, as
well as being an invitee at the Ox-
ford Union. “Is Tommy Robinson
being ignored and silenced by the
media asks the media who won’t
stop reporting on him,” tweeted
Amna Saleem, a Scottish-Pakistani
writer rather fittingly. The pre-
posterousness of the suggestion
that he is being silenced is also evi-

of its proponents ardently believe.
“We are being gagged,” a suppor-
ter of Mr. Robinson, wearing a t-
shirt with the logo “#Free Speech
#Free Tommy”, told the Canadian
media website The Rebel Media
outside a court recently. Hundreds
of his supporters gathered outside
the Old Bailey last month for a
hearing over allegations of con-
tempt of court that Mr. Robinson is
facing over his filming of suspects
in a criminal trial involving
“grooming gangs”. While his sup-
porters have insisted he is a “mar-
tyr” to the British cause, and the
only one to speak out, others have
rightly pointed out that he has
simply exploited the case of
grooming gangs to further his tox-
ic, Islamophobic world view, exa-

er, proclaimed herself the “Jesus
of the outspoken”. In May, a “Day
for Freedom” protest took place
on London’s Parliament Square
that attracted leading figures on
the right. In April, Mark Meechan,
a right-wing comedian, sought to
portray a fine of £800 by a court in
the U.K. for teaching a dog to do a
Nazi salute for a YouTube video in
terms of the curtailment of free
speech.

In academia

The same contention has also
been propagated by sections of the
right more broadly. In an article
last year, Niall Ferguson, the right-
wing British historian of empire,
insisted that the “biggest threat to
free speech” came from the left.

fling voices on the right through
no-platforming initiatives that
sought to protest the space given
to them to voice offensive perspec-
tives. There have been a handful of
cases where students have pushed
for particularly controversial
speakers not to be allowed to
speak on campus, yet the right
managed to put the issue at the top
of the government’s agenda, des-
pite the many challenges facing
Britain’s university sector.

The mainstreaming of this per-
spective has been toxic and debili-
tating on public life in the U.K. and
beyond. A fear of being perceived
to be closed to the perspectives of
the right — which has been la-
belled “balance” — has led to a wil-
lingness by media outlets to offer

A lost opportunity for the Congress?

The party had everything going for it in Chhattisgarh, but showed no initiative

gret at some its election tactics.
Though Chief Minister Raman
Singh is reasonably popular in
spite of being in power for 15
years, it is natural to expect some

been with a very narrow margins.
The victories have just slipped
from the Congress’s hand on all
three occasions. The BJP also won
a large number of seats with nar-

The usurpation of the free speech
debate by the far right is, of
course, not confined to Britain. It
has become an essential part of
the playbook of the movement
across the world, while Mr. Robin-
son himself is held up by right-
wing figures across the world as a
poster-boy. The unwillingness of
the media in Britain and beyond to
call out those efforts for what they
are will only continue to bolster
that effort. The ability of the media
to confront the far right, without
unconsciously or otherwise adopt-
ing its rules of engagement, and its
positioning of debates, is likely to
be one of its biggest challenges go-
ing forward.

vidya.ram@thehindu.co.in

Congress. Even after Mr. Jogi’s exit
from the Congress, it may have
been possible for the Congress to
put up a strong contest against the
BJP if it had managed to form an al-

. . anti-incumbency against the rul- row margins. For example, in liance with the BSP.
SaUdl W hOdunnlt SANJAY KUMAR ing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in 2003, 26 seats of the 49 seats the
the State. BJP won were with a margin ofless ~ The first phase

The global community must force Riyadh
to shed more light on Khashoggi’s murder

ver a month after Jamal Khashoggi was mur-
O dered inside the Saudi Arabian Consulate in Is-

tanbul, there remain many unanswered ques-
tions. The Saudi journalist based in the U.S., known for
his columns critical of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, visited the Consulate on October 2 for pa-
perwork for his marriage. Since then, Saudi Arabia has
contradicted itself several times on what happened to
Khashoggi. It first said he left the mission freely, con-
tradicting Turkish media reports that he was murdered
in there. Days later, amid mounting international pres-
sure and more leaks by the Turkish authorities, Riyadh
said Khashoggi died in a “fist-fight” in the Consulate.
Subsequently it admitted that he had been murdered,
and arrested 18 people, including a 15-member team
which had visited the Istanbul Consulate on the day
Khashoggi was killed. It also fired a few influential offi-
cials, including the deputy intelligence chief. But Saudi
Arabia maintained it was a rogue operation carried out

ith the first phase of poll-
\ ;‘ / ing for the 90-member
Chhattisgarh Assembly

concluding on Monday, the
month-long election schedule for
the five States — Chhattisgarh, Ra-
jasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Telanga-
na and Mizoram — finally began.
Despite a boycott call by the
Maoists, the turnout was about
70%, according to provisional fi-
gures put out by the Election Com-
mission of India.

Of these five States, it could be
argued that Chhattisgarh should
have been the best bet for the Con-
gress to register a victory — and in
case the party fails to do as well as
expected, it may look back in re-

Political developments

Even some anti-incumbency
would put the BJP in a difficult sit-
uation as the party managed to
win the 2013 Assembly elections
with a very slender margin, with
less than 1 percentage point of the
vote between it and the Congress.
But political developments in the
State suggest that the BJP is all set
to win again this time as well.

Ajit Jogi, for long the face of the
Congress, has floated his own par-
ty — the Janta Congress Chhattis-
garh (JCC) — while the State Con-
gress working president and
well-known tribal leader Ram-
dayal Uike has joined the BJP.

The inability of the Congress to

PTI

form an alliance with the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP), which even-
tually joined hands with the JCC,
could damage its electoral pros-
pects.

Past elections

Here are the reasons why Chhattis-
garh could have been an easy State
for the Congress to secure.
Though the BJP won three consec-
utive Assembly elections — 2003,
2008 and 2013 - its victories have

than 10,000 votes.

In 2008, 27 seats of the 50 seats
the party won had a margin of less
than 10,000 votes. In all three As-
sembly elections, half the seats
won were with a margin less than
5,000 votes. A marginal shift in
the support base of the BJP could
result in the party losing between
12 and 14 seats, which would be
good enough for the Congress to
register a victory.

But the Congress has clearly
missed the bus completely. It re-
mained inactive even after the for-
mation of the JCC. Mr. Jogi, with-
out doubt, was the backbone of
the Congress in the State for de-
cades. His political move is bound
to damage the vote bank of the

While this would be the first As-
sembly election for the JCC, its al-
liance with the BSP is an impor-
tant factor. Mr. Uike’s defection is
also sure to not only damage the
support base of the Congress but
also add to the support base of the
BJP.

This means that in the State
which has voted the first, Chhattis-
garh is certainly an opportunity
lost as far as the Congress is con-
cerned unless a miracle happens,
which as of now appears to be un-
likely.

Sanjay Kumar is a Professor and
currently the Director of Centre for the
Study of Developing Societies (CSDS),
Delhi
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to say what happened to Khashoggi’s body. Turkish me-
dia reported that he was killed, dismembered, his body
parts dissolved in acid and the remains poured down
the drain. Riyadh has not revealed who ordered the hit
— it had to be someone really powerful to send a 15-
member hit squad, that included close aides of the
Crown Prince, for such a risky, complex mission.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has con-
firmed that there is an audio recording of the murder,
which he shared with Saudi Arabia, the U.S., France,
Germany and Britain. Mr. Erdogan says all these coun-
tries know what happened to Khashoggi. The question
is, what must be done to persuade Saudi Arabia to bring
the perpetrators of this murder to light? To be sure, the
U.S. has stopped refuelling Saudi jets bombing Yemen,
ending significant support to the three-year-old war.
Both the U.S. and European powers have also called on
Saudi Arabia to push for peace talks to end Yemen’s sta-
lemated conflict. But these countries, which sell wea-
pons worth billions of dollars to Saudi Arabia and offer
diplomatic protection to the Kingdom in international
forums, should ask tougher questions of Riyadh about
Khashoggi, and more effectively. The U.S., even after
the suspension of refuelling, continues to cooperate
with the war in other ways, including intelligence-shar-
ing. President Donald Trump has said Khashoggi’s
death should not affect Saudi Arabia’s weapons pur-
chases from U.S. companies. The mystery will not be re-
solved until Saudi Arabia reveals what happened to his
body and who in the chain of command is actually res-
ponsible for the murder. Letting Saudi Arabia get away
will be a moral failure for the international community.

Sirisena, has derailed the
democratic set-up in the
island nation and plunged it
into utter turmoil. The
political crisis has
deepened further following
the resignation of
‘controversially installed’
Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa from his parent
party in order to to join the
recently formed Sri Lanka
People’s Party.

The turn of events is
undoubtedly a severe jolt to
Mr. Sirisena (Page 1,
“Rajapaska joins SLPP,
weakens Srisena-led SLFP”,
November 12). Whether a
democratic set-up will
prevail or authoritarian rule
will take root will depend
on the legal verdict.

D. SETHURAMAN,
Chennai

= The developments are a
bombshell and are too
serious to be ignored, wished
away or brushed aside. Mr.
Rajapaksa is known for his
pro-China stand and given
his past track record, human
rights are most likely to be
affected. One is rather
sceptical about where the
island nation is headed and

and help ensure that
democracy is stable.

R. SAMPATH,
Chennai

= Mr. Rajapaksa’s ‘surprise
move’ is not at all surprising.
Those who have been
following his political
trajectory will know that he
possesses an authoritarian
streak.

Mr. Sirisena has apparently
paid the price for having
gone against the people’s
mandate. The political battle
now will be between Mr.
Rajapaksa and Ranil
Wickremesinghe.

A.A.H.K. GHORI,
Chennai

= The ongoing crisis in Sri
Lanka brings to light a rather
disturbing factor: the people
chosen to represent the
electorate and uphold
democracy are the ones who
compromise those ideals.
Candidates make promises to
uphold democratic ideals
while wooing the electorate,
but once elected, diminish
the constitutionality of
democratically elected
representatives and show a
complete disregard for

are ‘merely representatives’
of the larger size of the
electorate.

What the President of Sri
Lanka has done is not only
diminish the
constitutionality of his office
and that of the Prime
Minister but also show utter
disregard for his people’s
wishes. Mr. Rajapaksa was
voted out of office as he no
longer enjoyed the support
of the people. This brazen
act of the highest office
holder in the country has
placed the entire country in
peril and has also put the
ideals of democracy in
jeopardy.

VRINDA RAJVANSHI,

New Delhi

War and the soldier
The pain and suffering
Indian soldiers experienced
during the First World War
must reach a wider audience
(Editorial page, ““We should
be free’,” November 12). The
British empire, which was
built on the toil of Indian
soldiers, has not accorded
the acknowledgment Indian
soldiers truly deserve.

SAI SUBRAHMANYAM PUDIPEDDI,
Visakhapatnam

World Wars, Germany was
the lonely enemy pitted
against a group of nations.
Yet, Germany’s presence
among other world leaders
at ceremonies highlights the
importance of universal
peace and brotherhood.
Ceremonies such as these
carry an important message
and leaders need to keep this
in mind as they too are
soldiers to a cause.

R. NARAYANAN,
Navi Mumbai

= The media coverage of the
centenary of the Great War
Armistice has been
enlightening. But what have
we done for the unknown
soldier? We just do not care
for those soldiers who have
sacrificed their lives for us to
survive. Does my country
care for the fallen soldier?

V.V. NAIR,
Manipal, Karnataka

m The truth is that many
Indian soldiers suffered and
made great sacrifices which
sheds more insights into the
nature of imperialism. A
relook at the history of
unacknowledged and
forgotten soldiers from the

Science and data

The events following the
detection of gravitational
waves, and data by the LIGO,
Scientific Collaboration serve
as an example of a synthesis
of ideas and their rational
evaluation, which is what
characterises a scientific
approach (Editorial, “Ripples
of discord”, November 12).
Challenging the validity of
the first detection points to
the ever ongoing process of
questioning established
beliefs, which underlies the
basis for a progressive
society. The Indian scientific
fraternity should take
inspiration from this and
inculcate such a spirit of
questioning results and
processes.

SIDDHARTH CHATURVEDI,
Mumbai

phenomenal performance of
the Indian women’s cricket
team in the recent past,
especially in the last two
years. Showcasing their
sublime talent and skills,
with their fabulous
performances, they reaching
the finals in last year’s World
Cup was an unforgettable
event. Even though the team
could not win, they won
many hearts. They have
proved that with proper
encouragement, women can
do an incredible job. There
are examples of Indian
women as brilliant players,
such as Mithali Raj and
Jhulan Goswami. Let us hope
that the ‘Women in Blue’
reach greater heights.

MEJARI MALLIKARJUNA,
Chittoor, Andhra Pradesh
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(Nov. 11, 2018), there was a reference to scientists documenting the
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The reason for renaming places

It is the RSS-BJP’s message that Muslims have made no contribution to India’s cultural life

APOORVANAND

We fail to see in the excitement gen-
erated by the incessant renaming of
towns and railway stations in India
that the past, which these new old
names allude to, is an imagined land
that we are being invited to inhabit.
We are not exactly recovering lost
ground, because as the Hindi poet
Bodhisattva wrote, there never was a
Prayag that the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) claim to be restoring now.
What is being sold in the defence of
capturing the glory of the past is an
ideological construct.

This was clear when a nativist and
“vulgar” name like Gurgaon was ele-
vated to Gurugram. The defence
used for the change was the myth of
Gurugram having been the abode of
Dronacharya. Gurgaon has been
flaunted as a futuristic city. However,
there was no protest from the citi-
zens of this postmodern city to the
name change. No question was
raised about why the tradition of
Dronacharya, who had tried to dis-
able his student, Ekalavya, by cutting
his thumb needed to be celebrated.

An imagined past

Why is the BJP getting away with
this? Simply because, for a long time,
we have been fed with nostalgia
about an India that was “taken away”
from us 1,200 years ago. We have
been told — and we believe — that
Bharat was once a “Sone Ki Chidiya
(a golden bird)”. The era of the Gup-
tasis referred to as “Swarna Yug (gol-
den period)”. This historical imagi-
nation leads us to believe that the
golden age ended with the coming of
the Muslims and all we have to do
now is go back to that period. When I
heard an old, seasoned socialist la-
ment the cowardice of the Indian pe-
ople which kept them under diffe-
rent forms of slavery for more than
1,000 years, I realised that this is so
deeply ingrained in us that it has al-
most become a part of our subcon-
scious. This can also be the reason
for Prime Minister Narendra Modi
not facing censure in Parliament
when he said, while speaking after

SINGLE FILE

"The renaming of places and ‘reclaiming’ of monuments are part of a large and
long process of cultural genocide.” A mural in Allahabad. =pi

the debate on the motion of thanks
to the President for his address, that
the slave mentality of 1,200 years
continues to trouble us.

The subconscious feeling is that
nothing new was created in this pe-
riod, especially during the time of
Muslim rule. It is that everything new
was created before these rulers came
here, and what they did was break
what was created, distort them, or
simply defile them by giving them
new names, their names. So, the Ba-
bri Masjid could not be a new monu-
ment; it had to necessarily be built
on the ruins of an earlier existing
structure. Nor was the Taj Mahal; it
was built on a Hindu temple. This
feeling is of ownership as well as
authorship. It feeds on a deep-seated
inferiority complex among Hindus
that the symbols representing India
largely bear a Muslim identity, there-
by making India look like a Muslim
country. We take comfort in the so-
called fact that nearly 95% of Mus-
lims in India were originally Hindus
who were later converted, and it is
therefore possible to restore them to
their Hinduness. It is the same belief
that plays out in the quest to rename
places and monuments — they don’t
need to go, they only need to be re-
named and rehabilitated.

It has been argued that even after
centuries of “Muslim rule”, neither
Prayag nor Ayodhya vanished. Ayod-
hya coexisted with Faizabad, and Al-
lahabad kept Prayag alive in it. But
the “originalists” will rest only after
erasing Muslim or “alien” names

which have covered the original Hin-
du names. But Indian culture pre-
sents a unique challenge for them.
For example, how should Patna be
rechristened? As Pataliputra, Banki-
pur or Patna Sahib? How do you deal
with Sheikhpura? It has Sheikh, a
Muslim-sounding name, plus Pura,
which comes from a Sanskrit ‘pur’ or
‘puri’. What do we do with mohallas?
This brings us to the real intent,
which is something else. In some vil-
lages in Haryana, Muslims live dis-
guised under Hindu-sounding
names. This is seen as their willing-
ness to assimilate into “Indian cul-
ture”. Culture is manifested in
names, clothing, food habits, etc.
Muslims are constantly asked to
adopt so-called Indian ways, which
means accepting Hindu norms in all
aspects of their life. It is now being
argued that even mosques are not es-
sential for their religious identity.

Cultural genocide

The renaming of places and “re-
claiming” of monuments are part of a
large and long process of cultural ge-
nocide. The term might be extreme
for some people, but for Raphael
Lemkin, the man who coined the
term genocide in his book Axis Rule
in Occupied Europe, the cultural des-
truction of a group is as important as
the physical annihilation of its mem-
bers. According to Lemkin: “The
world represents only so much cul-
ture and intellectual vigour as are
created by its component national
groups. Essentially the idea of a na-

tion signifies constructive coopera-
tion and original contributions,
based upon genuine traditions, ge-
nuine culture, and well-developed
national psychology. The destruction
of a nation, therefore, results in the
loss of its future contribution to the
world... Among the basic features
which have marked progress in civil-
ization are the respect for and appre-
ciation of the national characteristics
and qualities contributed to world
culture by different nations — charac-
teristics and qualities which... are
not to be measured in terms of na-
tional power or wealth.”

We need to stress on original con-
tributions, on the genuine traditions
that Lemkin mentions. A community
feels diminished if it is made to think
that it has not made any genuine, ori-
ginal contribution to the life of a na-
tion of which it is a part. The drive to
free India of Muslim influences is a
clear message to the Muslims that
this nation is not the result of cooper-
ation between them and other reli-
gious communities. It is a message
that they have made no contribution
to India’s cultural life.

In The Discovery of India, Jawa-
harlal Nehru describes India as an
ancient palimpsest on which layer
upon layer of thought and reverie
have been inscribed, and yet no suc-
ceeding layer has completely hidden
or erased what had been written pre-
viously. Nehru understood the way
cultures grow. They are not ordered
from above. He does not propose
that we go back to our origins to feel
authentically Indian because there is
no original point as such in the life of
a nation. In the same vein, Kwame
Anthony Appiah, in The Lies That
Bind, says a nation is a “fabric to be
woven, not a mineral to be mined.”

We must be clear that the present
regime is not interested in culture. It
is interested in capturing the nation
by making Hindus feel that they have
conquered this land and taken it
back from “aliens”. A drug is being
generated and it is putting people on
a high. It is the drug of victory.

The nationalist project of the pre-
sent ruling party is based on the idea
of making invisible and subjugating
an entire population to keep the ma-
jority in a permanent state of domi-
nance. This renaming is part of a cul-
tural genocidal project.

Apoorvanand teaches at Delhi University

A history we must confront

From the World Wars to Partition, there is a need to fill in
the big gaps in Indian history textbooks

PRIYANJALI MALIK

Two days ago, I watched my children being
introduced to a parcel of their history — a
tightly bundled up piece of the past that is
difficult to confront. They were watching a
Doctor Who episode on Partition called ‘De-
mons of the Punjab’. My son has just turned
nine, roughly the age that my father was
when Viceroy Mountbatten announced the
results of Cyril Radcliffe’s red pen slashing
through the map of imperial India. With that
announcement, both my parents lost their
ancestral homes, but they were the lucky
ones for their nuclear fami-
lies happened to be on the
right side of that cartographi-
cal red line. Some of their ex-
tended family were not so
fortunate.

The brutality of Partition
I watched my nine- and al-
most-11-year-olds  grapple
with the senseless violence
that was hinted at, but merci-
fully not shown. As the prota-
gonists of this television se-
ries travel back to August 1947, the lead
character, the Doctor, says to Yas, whose his-
tory they are exploring, “It’s not just the
country that gets divided. Tens of millions of
people about to be displaced. More than a
million about to die.” Coming as it did at the
end of the ceremonies to commemorate the
centenary of Armistice Day that marked the
end of World War I, we were reflecting on
the blood that has been spilled for our free-
dom, but I know I will have trouble helping
them work through what they saw before go-
ing to bed that evening. As one character, a
Hindu farmer living on land divided by the
Radcliffe Line, says: “We’ve lived together
for decades, Hindu, Muslim and Sikh. And
now we’re being told our differences are
more important than what unites us.” He is
shot by his brother for marrying his neigh-
bour and childhood sweetheart, a Muslim.
From the poppies of remembrance to the
frenzied blood of communal hatred, that one
day was emotionally draining. India, too, ob-
served the centenary of the Armistice. It is fi-
nally acknowledging a part of its history that
it has had an uneasy relationship with. For
too long, India’s contributions in the two
World Wars have been ignored. After all, In-
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dia sent more than a million troops to fight
for freedom in the Great War: at least 74,187,
by one count, made the ultimate sacrifice.
Indian soldiers fought and died in German
East Africa and mainland Europe. ‘Vipers’
entered the Punjabi lexicon, without us ho-
nouring the soil at Ypres that soaked up In-
dian blood. Two decades later, almost two
and a half million Indian soldiers would
serve again in another bloody global confla-
gration. Indians fought with great bravery
and distinction in north Africa, continental
Europe, south and southeast Asia. Though
this was not a war of India’s choosing, we so-
metimes forget that the war came into our
country through the northeast. Some of the
deaths of the Second World War were of In-
dian solders defending Indian soil. To ignore
their deaths because this was not ‘our’ war
would be a grave dishonour. We are finally
rectifying what has been a gap in our obser-

vance of the contribu-

tions in blood and trea-
. sure that India has
made in the two World
Wars.

History in school

I never studied these
wars in school. We stu-
died ancient Indian
history, ancient Rome,
y ancient Greece, Meso-
potamia, etc. Back on
the subcontinent, we
worked our way up to the 20th century, and
then to the freedom movement, eliding the
Great War. We spent more time on the Khila-
fat movement without actually studying the
breakup of the Ottoman Empire, and using
the Second World War as a prop for the last
push towards Independence. Yes, the Quit
India Movement was vital, but we cannot
continue to allow the sacrifices of India’s sol-
diers to be merely supporting structures in
our history. Surely, we can honour both.

Of course we did not study Partition in
school. As a nation, we have chosen to look
away from the horror of the savagery we vi-
sited on one another in the name of religion.
Yes, the British played their part with ruth-
less efficiency in their policy of divide and
rule, assiduously visited on the nation as
they consolidated their hold after 1857. But
the knives and bullets and the hands that
wielded them and other weapons were our
own. That is the conversation I will have to
have with my children tomorrow. That is my
history that we must confront.

Priyanjali Malik is a London-based independent
researcher focussing on politics and nuclear security
in South Asia

Game changers

For India’s early leaders, the golden
age lay in the future, not in the past

MOHAMMED AYOOB

These days, name-changing has be-
come the name of the game. After
Allahabad and Faizabad, Ahmeda-
bad and Aurangabad are on the
chopping block. This exercise has
two objectives. The first is the rew-
riting of history to eliminate those
parts that run counter to the newly dominant historical nar-
rative. The second is to cater to the biases of an important
segment of the ruling party’s constituency to garner electo-
ral support. The demand for the immediate erection of the
Ram temple in Ayodhya regardless of the Supreme Court’s
judgment is part of the same strategy. The second goal has
become crucial as the time for the national election draws
near, especially since the government has not much to show
in terms of concrete achievements. Demonetisation appears
to be a disaster and the imposition of the Goods and Servic-
es Tax seems to have had a negative impact on the financial
capacity of a substantial number of people. Name changing
has, therefore, become a convenient ploy to deflect people’s
attention from the government’s economic incompetence.
Byelections in State after State, most recently in Karnataka,
have shown that the ruling party has lost the confidence of a
substantial number of its erstwhile supporters.

The name changers stand in stark contrast to the game
changers. The first generation of India’s leaders after inde-
pendence exemplified the game changers. Building a mod-
ern, secular state in the aftermath of the bloody riots accom-
panying Partition was no mean feat. Writing a Constitution
that considered the country’s linguistic and religious diversi-
ty as well as demands for social and economic justice was an
equally great achievement. Setting the country on the road
to industrialisation and laying the foundations on which it
could build its technological capacity was a similarly im-
pressive accomplishment.

All this was achieved in a span of about 15 years, during
the Nehruvian era. It could be done because the people at
the helm of affairs then had a forward-looking approach.
They did not waste time brooding over real or imagined in-
justices of the past. This attitude was best summarised in
Nehru’s oft-quoted term “temples of modern India”, coined
by him to describe scientific research institutes, steel and
power plants, and dams that were being launched to pro-
vide impetus to the country’s scientific and industrial pro-
gress. Despite all the mistakes made during the past 50
years, we are now reaping the fruits from the trees planted
during that time.

In this sense, independent India’s early leaders were ge-
nuinely progressive because for them India’s golden age lay
in the future, not in the past. In contrast, those who look to
the past in search of a golden age symbolise the reactionary
tendency, which, as the example of Pakistan illustrates
clearly, can lead to disastrous consequences.

GETTY IMAGES

The writer is University Distinguished Professor Emeritus of International
Relations, Michigan State University
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The most inconvenient question of them all
Sometimes, reporters struggle to file stories despite having all the details

DEEPU SEBASTIAN EDMOND

Often, storytelling is a
mechanical process for
reporters. If you are

particularly lucky, stories
appear in your head
already told: five Ws and
the H all set to meet the
printer’s ink.

Then, rarely, a story
comes along that makes
you question the tools at
your disposal. Rarer still,
you search that toolbox
and come up empty.

Five people were held in
Thanjavur district in Tamil
Nadu based on the
complaint of a 13-year-old
girl, neighbour to four of
them. One was arrested for
grabbing and trying to
disrobe her on the night of
October 15. Three were
arrested for tying her to a
tree through the night on
October 18 and then
beating her with multiple
objects and burning her
with metal rods that had
been held over a stove. The
three had been accusing

the girl of stealing a mobile
phone from one of them.
The fifth was a 16-year-old
boy from an adjacent
village, who was sent to a
facility operated by the
district’s Juvenile Justice
Board. The girl, in her
police statement, spoke
about an ongoing
relationship with him.

When I met the girl’s
family at the Thanjavur
Medical College, where she
recuperates, my first
instinct was to leave the 16-
year-old boy out of the
picture. Even in the FIR, he
is almost an afterthought,
the result of a police officer
asking the girl if she had
other relevant details to
share.

I therefore tried to steer
the family towards my
primary question: why was
the girl assaulted twice
over three nights by her
neighbours? Out tumbled
two previous instances of
assault. Once, a group
accused the girl of stealing
310,000 and slapped her.

Another time, the same
man who grabbed the girl
on October 15 tied her to a
pole for hours after
accusing her of stealing his
mobile phone charger.

After the accused were
picked up, a large group of
residents turned up at the
police station and
demanded their release.
The only resident who
agreed to a phone
interaction said that the
family would be accepted
back only if the child’s
father apologised for her
behaviour to the village at
its temple.

A nine-minute audio clip
of the girl’s interrogation,
made by the alleged
perpetrators during her
torture, surfaced. It was
not about a stolen mobile
phone. Over the sound of
blows landing on her body,
the child’s neighbours kept
asking her about her
romantic relationship.

The child told me that
the hostility towards her
had begun soon after she

began a relationship with
the boy. She regularly
borrowed phones and
chargers from neighbours
to talk to him.

It is when I began
writing the report that I
realised that I had no
language available to speak
about this incident. The
law refuses to acknowledge
what she calls consent; the
law brands the boy as a
juvenile offender. The girl’s
parents blamed her for
staying out late often and
inviting the wrath of the

village.
A draft of the story that
held back certain

prejudicial details, on the
other hand, deprived it of
the backdrop that held up a
mirror to the village. In the
end I had to throw up my
arms in the air — there
would be no story. I think it
is at this point that news
reports often take a step
back, deciding not to
deploy that most probing
and inconvenient question
among the five Ws: Why?

FROM @he 342 Rindn, ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 13, 1968

Amendment Bill for Assam hill State

The Union Cabinet to-day [November 12, New Delhi] approved
alegislation to amend certain provisions of the Constitution to
enable the creation of an autonomous hill State within Assam.
The legislation will soon be introduced during this session of
Parliament. If adopted by two-thirds of the majority, it will al-
so have to be adopted by more than 50 per cent of the legisla-
tures now functioning in the country. The actual bill to reor-
ganise the State will be introduced only in the budget session
of Parliament.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 13, 1918.

The Dawn of Peace.
(From an Editorial)

After four years, three months and ten days of the most terri-
ble conflict in history, the announcement of the German sur-
render marks a cessation of fighting on all the fronts and the
associated Powers enter on the task of the better ordering of
the future world. It is difficult to find adequate expression to
the feelings with which the news will be received throughout
the world without being banal. The victory of the associated
Powers is the victory of Civilisation over the forces of Barba-
rism, which, in its greatest as we devoutly hope is its last strug-
gle, has exceeded all its previous records in “frightfulness”.
Purged by the chastening fires of this conflict the German pe-
ople have at last begun to find themselves and by deposing the
greatest criminal in history have wiped out some portion of
those sins, active and passive, which have cast the world into
agony for over four years. It is for the associated Powers so to
temper justice with mercy as to take account that the expia-
tion is not more severe than the sins merit. It is also for them,
as for the new-born enemy democracies, to ensure that the sa-
crifices of the past have not been in vain and that the world is
made safe for Democracy and Civilisation.

CONCEPTUAL
Disguised unemployment

ECONOMICS

Also known as hidden unemployment, this refers to a situa-
tion where labour that is employed in a job is not actually util-
ised for the production of goods and services. In other words,
such employment does not contribute to the output of an eco-
nomy and is thus akin to a form of unemployment. Some-
times disguised unemployment could simply be a form of un-
deremployment wherein the skills of a labour force are not
utilised to their full capacity. In many other cases, however,
such unemployment could simply be due to the lack of other
alternative avenues of production where the surplus labour
could be employed profitably.

MORE ON THE WEB gffén

World Pneumonia Day — What is the status in India
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Modi defends

FROM PAGE ONE

Rafale deal not done
in a hurry, says Centre

The government said the
prolonged impasse over the
126-aircraft deal had caused
an “urgent need” to acquire
36 Rafale jets or two squa-
drons in a fly-away
condition.

The note said an Indian
Negotiating Team (INT) was
constituted after the joint
statement was signed in
April 2015. The INT led by
the Deputy Chief of Air Staff
held 74 meetings with the
French for a year on various
aspects like pricing, delivery

schedule, maintenance
terms, offset, and IGA
terms.

According to the note,
the INT, which submitted its
report on August 4, 2016,
“indicated better terms and
conditions arrived at as a re-
sult of negotiation as com-
pared to 126 MMRCA (Medi-
um Multi Role Combat
Aircraft) case...”

The INT had recommend-
ed CCS approval and signing
of the IGA on the 36 jets. Af-
ter due consultations with
the ministries of finance and
law, the proposal was
placed before the CCS on
August 24, 2016. The CCS
approval for signing the IGA

for the 36 jets was given the
same day. Finally, the IGA
was signed by the Indian
and French defence minis-
ters on September 23, 2016.

On the question of an In-
dian offset partner, the go-
vernment said, “There is no
mention of any private In-
dian Business house in the
IGA or the offset contract.”

“The offset contract does
not envisage manufacture of
36 Rafale aircraft in India by
any public or private sector
firm,” it said.

The Centre said Dassault
was yet to submit a formal
proposal indicating details
of Indian offset partners and
products for offset dis-
charge. This means that the
government is unaware of
who Dassault’s Indian offset
partner is, if there is any at
all.

The note echoed a clarifi-
cation put out by the Minis-
try of Defence on Septem-
ber 22, 2018 against
“unnecessary  controver-
sies” regarding a statement
purportedly made by form-
er French President Fran-
cois Hollande on the selec-
tion of Reliance Defence as
offset partner by Dassault.

SC frowns on tardy
CVC submission

The Bench was supposed to
peruse the CVC report on
Monday and may have even
passed orders on the legali-
ty of the “overnight” remo-
val of Mr. Verma from the
top post of the country's
premier investigating agen-
cy on October 23.

The removal came in the
background of a bitter feud
between Mr. Verma and CBI
Special Director R.K. Astha-
na. Mr Verma had okayed a
corruption FIR against Mr.
Asthana.

CBI chief’s report

The court also took on re-
cord a separate report filed
by acting CBI Director M.
Nageshwar Rao detailing the
decisions he took after as-
suming office on Mr. Ver-
ma’s removal. The Supreme

Court had clipped Mr. Rao’s
wings on October 26, direct-
ing him not to take any ma-
jor or policy decisions for
now. Mr. Dave, however, ac-
cused Mr. Rao of violating
the Supreme Court order.

”If there has been a viola-
tion of the spirit of the or-
der, you are free to bring it
to our notice on Friday,”
Chief Justice Gogoi ad-
dressed Mr. Dave.

The court also agreed to
hear A.K. Bassi, the former
probe officer in the FIR
against Mr. Asthana. Senior
advocate Rajeev Dhawan,
for Mr. Bassi, said he had
been transferred to Port
Blair after Mr. Rao took over.
Mr Bassi has argued that his
transfer was a ploy to de-rail
the investigation against Mr.
Asthana.

Over 60% polling
in Chhattisgarh

The high polling percen-
tage, deep inside Maoist
areas, however, was ques-
tioned by some of the local
non-governmental obser-
vers. “It is surprising, we
have to check the final fi-
gures,” one observer said.

“In some places, owing to
the Maoist boycott call, poll-
ing was nil,” Mr. Sahoo said.
Improvised Explosive Devic-
es [IEDs] were recovered
from Dantewada, Sukma
and Bijapur earlier in the
day. While no major inci-
dents were reported, at
least two constables were
injured in IED blasts.

One of the residents of
Perpa village near Kirandul
in Dantewada district said
that “many villages have
voted” in his area.

Cholnar, Tikanpal, Kalle-
pal and Madri are some of
the nearby villages where
the people voted in large

numbers, he said.

However in many of the
adjacent villages in Dante-
wada — such as Madkami-
ras, Gumiapal, Hiroli, Sa-
malwar, Purangal and
another half a dozen villages
— the turnout was very low
or nil.

While one village could
vote, the other could not
and that remained the trend
of the day. In many areas in
Kanker district voters did
not come out to vote, the lo-
cal residents said.

“Overall it was peaceful.
Some of the extreme inte-
rior areas could not vote,
while many villages came
out to vote,” said K. Saji,
Dantewada district secre-
tary of the CPI.

One per cent of EVM ma-
chines and 1.9% of VVPATs
were replaced which is
“much lower” than earlier
years, an EC official added.

No early hearing in
Ayodhya case, says SC

The ABHM is one of the res-
pondents in the appeal filed
by legal heirs of M. Siddiq in
the case. “Since Ram Ja-
nambhoomi at Ayodhya is
the matter of tremendous
faith of Hindus, they are ve-
ry much hopeful about the
decision at an early date of
the aforesaid appeals,” the
ABHM said in its plea.

“We have our own priori-
ties... whether hearing
would take place in January,
March or April would be de-
cided by an appropriate
Bench,” Chief Justice Gogoi
had remarked orally.

CcM
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Chief Justice Gogoi had
repeated that all the court
has ordered now is for the
appeals to be posted in the
first week of January before
a Bench, that too, “not for
hearing but for fixing the
date of hearing.”

Last year, in the initial
stages of hearing of the ap-
peals, senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing on the side
of certain Islamic bodies
and private appellants, had
suggested in court to post
the Ayodhya hearings after
July 15, 2019, post the Gener-
al Elections.

People opt for development, says Modi; launches projects for 32400 cr. in Varanasi

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
VARANASI
The people of the country
are taking decisions based
on development and not
“politics of vote bank,”
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said here on Monday.
At an official function in
his Lok Sabha constituency,
the Prime Minister launched
projects estimated at over
2,400 crore, including two
important highways in Vara-
nasi, having a total length of
34 km and cost of more than
1,500 crore.

People-centric

Mr. Modi said for the govern-
ments run by the BJP, the
country and the develop-
ment of the people mattered
most.

“Now the country only
wants politics of develop-
ment. People take decisions
on the basis of development
and not politics of vote
bank,” Mr. Modi said.

The steps taken by the go-
vernment since 2014 to deve-
lop modern infrastructure
could now be visible, he ad-
ded.

Mr. Modi said while the ru-
ral sanitation coverage in the
country in 2014 was less than
40%, today it was 95%.

Mr. Modi also said his go-
vernment was dedicated to

Trading hub: Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurating the first multi-modal terminal as part
of the Jal Marg Vikas project in Varanasi on Monday. =pi

cleaning the Ganga and that
projects worth 323,000
crore had already been ap-
proved while schemes worth
¥5,000 crore were already
functioning on the ground.

“Our government is not
throwing money meant for
the Ganga into the water. We
are busy in cleaning the dirty
water that comes to the Gan-
ga,” Mr. Modi said.

Three sewage treatment
plants were inaugurated by
the Prime Minister.

This is Mr. Modi’s 15th visit
to Varanasi since his Lok
Sabha victory, BJP State pre-

SCrejects plea on
Manipur deaths

‘Won't recuse from tracking CBI probe’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Army, paramilitary
forces and the Manipur pol-
ice are not so weak as to be
demoralised by oral com-
ments, a Supreme Court
Bench of Justices Madan B.
Lokur and U.U. Lalit said on
Monday, declining to recuse
from monitoring the CBI
probe into the Manipur
‘fake’ encounter deaths.
The Bench dismissed a
plea by a few hundred Mani-
pur police officers, backed
by some personnel in the
Army and paramilitary forc-
es, that certain oral remarks
of Justice Lokur in a July 30
hearing had demoralised
soldiers and security per-
sonnel working the tough
terrain of Manipur.

‘Overboard’

In his judgment, Justice Lo-
kur said the plea was “rath-
er overboard”.

“It is unfortunate that a
bogey of demoralisation of
the Indian Army, paramili-
tary forces and the State pol-
ice is being raised. We are
unable to comprehend the
reason for this. The Indian
Army, paramilitary forces
and the Manipur police are
made of sterner stuff and
are disciplined forces strong
enough to take everything
in their stride,” Justice Lo-
kur wrote.

Dismissing the plea, he
said “to contend that some

(:) Police and Army

men are strong
enough not to be
demoralised by
court’s oral
remarks

JUSTICE MADAN B. LOKUR

observations said to have
been made by this court
have demoralised the In-
dian Army, the paramilitary
forces and the Manipur pol-
ice is suggestive of a weak-
ness in them.”

The court, however, in
abundant caution, made it
“absolutely clear that any
observations made or said
to have been made on July
30, 2018 are not intended to
and should not in any man-
ner be construed as com-
promising the indepen-
dence, integrity and
fairness of the SIT and the
judges concerned. Institu-
tional integrity of the CBI
and the judiciary is positive-
ly required to be
maintained.”

During the July 30 hear-
ing, the Bench had ques-
tioned the CBI for filing two
chargesheets against 14 per-
sons, charging them with
murder of innocent civi-
lians, criminal conspiracy
and tampering of evidence
in the Manipur ‘fake’ en-
counter deaths, without
bothering to arrest them.

The Bench posted the
case for hearing on Novem-
ber 26.

sident Mahendra Nath Pan-
dey said.

After inaugurating several
projects, Mr. Modi said Vara-
nasi and the eastern U.P. re-
gion would transform into a
“confluence of nature, cul-
ture and adventure,” along
with modern amenities.

Highways thrown open

The Varanasi Ring Road
Phase-I and the Babatpur
Airport highway, the two
roads inaugurated by Mr.
Modi, were built at a cost of
%759.36 crore and %812.59
crore, said the PMO in a

= The Defence Pro-

statement. The Ring Road is
16.55 km long, while the Ba-
batpur highway, which is on
National Highway 56 and is
expected to ease travel for
tourists, is 17.25 km long.

In Varanasi, Mr. Modi also
received the country’s first
container consignment to be
sent on an inland waterways
vessel after 1947.

He later inaugurated an in-
land waterways terminal on
the Ganga, the first of the
four multi-modal terminals
being constructed as part of
the Jal Marg Vikas project.

Government's claim:

demonetisation

Accuses Sonia, Rahul of fraud

SUVOJIT BAGCHI
JAGDALPUR

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday strongly
defended demonetisation,
arguing that the exercise
had made “so much deve-
lopment possible” in a short
period.

Targeting Congress lead-
ers Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi, Mr. Modi said when
the “mother and son are out
on bail in a money launder-
ing case, they are giving me
certificate for honesty.”

“They are asking for the
accounts of demonetisation
when it is because of demo-
netisation that the fraud
these people [Sonia and Ra-
hul] committed could be de-
tected,” he said.

Speedy progress
The Prime Minister was in
Chhattisgarh on Monday to
campaign for the second
phase of polling on Novem-
ber 20, when 72 of the
State’s 90 constituencies
will go to vote. He said spee-
dy progress of his develop-
ment projects was possible
only due to the note-bandi
or demonetisation.

He used the word vikas —
development — more than a
dozen times in the half-hour

Earlier statement:
Dr. Subhash Bhamre,

curement Procedure
2013 was followed in
the Rafale procure-
ment

= Through the
Indo-French joint
statement issued on
April 10, 2015, an in-
tent was spelled out
for the acquisition of
Rafale jets in fly-away
condition, based on
terms conveyed by
Dassault Aviation

= Approval of the
Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC) for pro-
curement of 36 Rafale
aircraft through Inter
Governmental Agree-
ment (IGA) was taken
on May 13, 2015

= An Indian Nego-
tiating Team (INT)
led by the Deputy
Chief of Air Staff

held 74 meetings

= Negotiations
between the INT
and the French side
started in May 2015
and continued upto
April 2016

= The INT report was
finalised and signed
on July 21, 2016

= The INT report
submitted on August
4, 2016, "indicated
better terms and
conditions arrived at
as a result of nego-
tiation as compared
to the 126 MMRCA
(Medium Multi Role
Combat Aircraft)

u The approval of
the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security
(CCS) for signing
the IGA for the 36
jets was given

on August
24,2016

®m |nsofar as discharg-
ing the offset obliga-
tions by the Original
Equipment Manufac-
turer (OEM) and its
tier-1 vendors through
Indian Offset Partners
(10P) is concerned,
there is no mention
of any private Indian
business house in

the IGA or the offset
contract

u The offset contract
does not envisage
the manufacture of
36 Rafale aircraft in
India by any public or
private sector firm

= The vendor/OEM is
yet to submit a for-
mal proposal in the
prescribed manner
indicating details of
10Ps and products for
offset discharge

Minister of State
for Defence, in a
written reply in
Rajya Sabha on
March 2018:

= The cost of each
Rafale aircraft is
approximately ¥670
crore at prevailing
exchange rate of
November 2016;
without associated
equipments, weap-
ons, India Specific
Enhancements,
maintenance sup-

port and services

= In case of 126
Medium Multi-Role
Combat Aircraft-
proposal, it had not
been possible to
finalise the condi-
tions of the contract
even after protract-
ed negotiations and
the Request For
Proposal (RFP) was

with the French side
on pricing, delivery
schedule, mainte-
nance terms, offset
and IGA terms

formally withdrawn
on June 24, 2015.
No price was final-
ised as the terms
and conditions of
the contract could
not be finalised

CCS bypassed for Rafale: Cong.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Monday
claimed that the Modi go-
vernment’s response to the
Supreme Court on the Ra-
fale deal is a “virtual admis-
sion” that the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security (CCS) was
not consulted before an-
nouncing the deal.

“There is a virtual admis-
sion that the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security was not
consulted before. You will

consult after giving the con-
tract or you will consult be-
fore the contract? I have not
heard of a case where the
carriage is placed ahead of
the horse,” senior Congress
spokesperson Abhishek Ma-
nu Singhvi told reporters at
the party’s official briefing.
Referring to the govern-
ment’s submissions to the
top court, he said, “These
20 pages is like Hamlet with-
out the Prince of Denmark.
‘The Prince of Denmark’ is

Karnataka loses its Delhi face

Ananth Kumar
straddled Centre
and State with ease

B. S. SATISH KUMAR
BENGALURU

Union Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Ananth Kumar, 59,
who died here early on Mon-
day, was the only politician
from Karnataka to make it to
the BJP’s national stage at a
very young age.

From a State that has seen
only a handful of names in
national politics, Mr. Kumar
chose the less-travelled path
to Delhi without losing touch
with Karnataka’s political
scene. This increased his
clout in the State; he was an
informal liaison for Karnata-
ka, taking up its issues with
the Centre. The political
strategist had friends across
the political spectrum.

Mr. Kumar was the youn-
gest Minister in the Vajpayee
Cabinet; at just 38, he was in-

Sad moment: Prime Minister Narendra Modi paying his last
respects to Minister Ananth Kumar in Bengaluru. =ap

ducted as Civil Aviation Mi-
nister in 1998. He went on to
hold other prominent port-
folios including Tourism,
Sports and Youth Affairs,
Culture, Urban Develop-
ment and Poverty Allevia-
tion. In the Narendra Modi
Cabinet, he handled Parlia-
mentary Affairs and Chemi-
cals and Fertilizers.

Mr. Kumar was influenced
by his mother and BJP lead-

er, Girija Shastry, who
served as Deputy Mayor of
Hubballi-Dharwad. A grad-
uate in Arts and Law, he be-
gan his political career from
the BJP’s student wing, the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP). He attract-
ed the attention of national
leaders and rose to become
its national secretary.

In 1987, he moved to the
BJP and served as president

of the Yuva Morcha’s State
unit and was elected to the
Lok Sabha from Bengaluru
South for six consecutive
terms from 1996. His prox-
imity to veteran leader L.K.
Advani increased his politi-
cal clout in Central politics.

Strengthening party

Mr. Kumar played a crucial
role in strengthening the BJP
in the State and made promi-
nent politicians such as
former Chief Minister S. Ban-
garappa join the party.

The BJP, which was stuck
at a numerical strength of
nearly 40 MLAs for quite
some time, increased its tally
to become the single largest
party under his leadership.
He has been credited with
building the party along with
senior leader B.S. Yeddyu-
rappa in the State.

Mr. Kumar, who died of
lung cancer, is survived by
his wife Tejaswini and two
daughters.

the price. Price we still do
not have. Prince of Denmark
remains elusive. We have the
whole Ramayan but Lord
Ram is nowhere men-
tioned,” he said. However,
Mr. Singhvi said the party
didn’t have direct access to
the government’s submis-
sions to the top court.

For almost a year now,
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi has been alleging
corruption in the Rafale
deal.

speech in Bilaspur in north
Chhattisgarh. He targeted
the Congress for failing to
develop the State over the
past few decades.

“People often ask me
how I deliver so much on so
many fronts — from road
construction, electricity dis-
tribution, electrification of
railways to building schools
or raising IIMs and IITs —
where do I get so much mo-
ney from. I say this money
was there earlier also ... This
is not Modi’s money, but
yours; earlier it was kept un-
der the bed or in large jute
bags... demonetisation
brought them all out and
that is why we see so much
work being done,” the
Prime Minister said.

He targeted the Nehru-
Gandhi family for the poor
distribution of money for
projects. He said during
Congress’s rule money used
to “disappear.” “One of Con-
gress’s Prime Ministers,
third generation Prime Mi-
nister, said that if 1 is re-
leased from Delhi, only 15
paise reaches the people.
Now, what is that ‘hand’ that
used to make 85 paise disap-
pear? I would say, this de-
monetisation has brought
that 85 paise out.”

Did the RBI
Governor
meet Modi?

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

RBI Governor Urjit Patel is
believed to have met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
last week in a bid to thrash
out issues between the
central bank and the go-
vernment. Sources said Mr.
Patel was in the national
capital on Friday and met
senior officials in the Prime
Minister’s Office.

The meetings, which
some said also included
one with the Prime Minis-
ter, came amid a face-off
between the central bank
and the Finance Ministry
over issues ranging from
the appropriate size of re-
serves that the RBI must
maintain to ease of lending
norms to step up growth in
an election year. Sources
said there were indications
that the RBI may create a
special dispensation for
lending to small and medi-
um enterprises, but it was
not immediately clear if an
agreement has been
worked out to ease liquidi-
ty situation for non-bank-
ing finance companies and
the RBI parting with its
substantial part of its
surplus.

Tensions between the
RBI and the government
have escalated recently,
with the Finance Ministry
initiating discussion under
the never-used-before Sec-
tion 7 of the RBI Act, which
empowers the government
to issue directions to the
RBI Governor.

Kushwaha slams Nitish:
rift in Bihar NDA widens

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Cracks in the NDA in Bihar
are out in open, with Union
Minister and Rashtriya Lok
Samata Party (RLSP) leader
Upendra Kushwaha accus-
ing Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar of targeting him,
following reports of the JD
(U) wooing two of his
legislators.

Mr. Kushwaha’s com-
ments came minutes after
his meeting with the opposi-
tion leader and former JD(U)
president Sharad Yadav. Mr.
Yadav had walked out of the
party last year after Mr. Ku-
mar joined hands again with
the BJP.

“Nitish Kumar has a habit
of breaking parties. I do not
know why he has come
down to destroy me and my
party. But no matter what
he does, he cannot harm
me,” Mr. Kushwaha told re-

Chirag Paswan
meets Nitish

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

At a time when there is a
stalemate over seat-sharing
among NDA constituents in
Bihar, Lok Janshakti Party
leader and MP Chirag
Paswan met Chief Minister
and JD(U) president Nitish
Kumar on Monday. “My
meeting with the CM
should only be seen as a
courtesy visit in connection
with the ‘Chhath’ (Sun god)
festival,” he said.

porters with Mr. Yadav
standing by him.

His meeting with Mr. Ya-
dav has given rise to specu-
lations that he may finally be

switching sides.

A ND-NDE
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Thave had my innings as Chief Minister’

Congress leader says the party will come back to power in M.P,, and there is no need to name a leader for the top post

VIKAS PATHAK

Former Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Digvijaya
Singh says the Congress will
return to power in the State,
but rules out his candidature
for the post of Chief Minister.

Will going to the polls
without a chief ministerial
face in Madhya Pradesh hurt
the Congress’s chances?

B The Congress has not de-
clared its chief ministerial
candidate. Even the BJP had
not declared its candidate in
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and
Maharashtra. So, you need
not do that. In fact, in princi-
ple, I am against the idea that
in a parliamentary democra-
cy, you take away the rights
of the elected representa-
tives to choose their leader.

Are you open to being Chief
Minister again if the
Congress wins?

B No. I have had my innings.
Let others come.

The BJP is believed to have a
well-oiled election
machinery. How will the
Congress match up to it?

B [ must confess that organ-
isationally, they are much
stronger than us. The Con-
gress is not a cadre-based
party. It is basically a move-
ment. The Congress presi-

dent also feels that we would
like the Congress to be a
mass-based party — a party
out of a movement — rather
than a cadre-based party. We
are working in an organisa-
tional set-up, but ultimately
it is the chosen candidate
that matters. I have seen the
candidate lists of both the
Congress and the BJP, and I
have been around Madhya
Pradesh.

There is a strong support
for the Congress this time —
much better than in 2013 or
2008. The Congress is com-
ing back to power.

(‘ I am a devout Hindu.
But I attacked the
RSS and BJP; more
so when as Chief
Minister ... So they
made me the target

What are your main
criticisms of the BJP
government here?

B In M.P,, it is governance.
No posting is done without a
consideration. The whole
system has become corrupt,
be it recruitment, govern-
ment purchase, e-tendering,
award of contracts, supply of

nutritious food for malnour-
ished children, etc. They
have compromised even the
investigative agencies. If we
form a government, we will
set up a commission of inqui-
ry on all this.

What do you think about the
heat being generated over
cow protection, Ram temple
and Sabarimala?

B The only agenda of the
BJP is to communalise the
polity of this country. For
them, development and oth-
er things are only cosmetic in
order to mislead the people.
Every time they fight an elec-
tion, they bring in Hindu-
Muslim or India-Pakistan. I
am told that on November
25, they are holding a big ral-
ly in Ayodhya. On 28th, there
is polling in M.P. So, all the
channels will be running [the
news of] the rally for 24
hours. Now this is a blatant
attempt to bring in the Ram
temple issue in public do-
main three days before the
election. In Sabarimala, it is
an open secret that they have
incited people.

Has there not been a tacit
cultural turn towards
Hinduism in the Congress,
be it Congress president
Rahul Gandhi’s temple visits
or some issues figuring in
your manifesto here?

Mask magic

Force multipliers:: Youngsters in Modi masks campaign for Telangana BJP president K. Laxman at a rally in Hyderabad on

Monday. =G.RAMAKRISHNA

Whistle-blowers’ party
in Mizoram fray

Activism needs teeth, says its chief

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AIZAWL

A whistle-blowers’ group
based here tweaked its
name to convert into a polit-
ical party in November 2017.
A year on, it wants the peo-
ple of the State to look at
politics through an “uncon-
ventional” PRISM.

Vanlalruata and his team
of young idealists had in
2006 formed the People’s
Right to Information and
Development Implementa-
tion Society of Mizoram, or
PRISM.

They won several court
cases after unearthing
scams through the RTI Act,
but the State government
never took any action
against those involved.

“Activism has its limita-
tions. So we decided to con-
test the Assembly elections
this time, not to be in power
or lend support to any other
party short of a majority but
to give our activism some
political teeth towards fixing
accountability and ensure
efficient governance,” he
said.

The group, with Mr. Van-
lalruata as president, re-
named itself People’s Repre-
sentation for Identity and
Status of Mizoram to retain
the abbreviated form -
PRISM - that people were
acquainted with.

CcM
K

Vanlalruata

Arvind Kejriwal’s Aam
Aadmi Party did inspire his
party, but Mr. Vanlalruata
insists PRISM is different in
scope, size, and ambition.
“We have started small and
people acquainted with us
think we are cut out to be a
strong Opposition,” he told
The Hindu.

The PRISM is contesting
15 seats with Mr. Vanlalruata
contesting two — Aizawl
North-I and  Serchhip,
where his prime opponent
is Chief Minister Lal Than-
hawla.

“Defeating the CM is our
aim. Besides, one should
take on a stronger opponent
to make a statement,” MTr.
Vanlalruata said.

The party has filed coun-
ter-affidavits against 33 can-
didates, including the Chief
Minister, for allegedly con-
cealing information and
holding offices of profit.

B There is no tacit shift. If
you see the history of the
Congress, if you see the
speeches of Mahatma Gand-
hi, we are liberals and not
communal.

We believe in Hindu-Mus-
lim unity and communal har-
mony. We are not anti-reli-
gion. We are religious people
but we respect the right of
every citizen to choose his
religion.

You have been viciously
attacked on social media
and have been almost
labelled “anti-Hindu”. How
do yourespond to that?

B I don’t accept the claim
that the RSS represents the
Hindus. I am a devout Hindu.
There are nine temples in my
home. I observe fast on Eka-
dashi. T am one of the few
politicians in this country
who has undertaken the Nar-
mada Parikrama of 3,100
km.

But I attacked the RSS and
BJP; more so when as Chief
Minister, I found that fringe
elements were being given
training in firearms. So they
made me the target. But I
don’t mind if I am attacked. I
have been misquoted, for ex-
ample ‘Osama ji’.

That was a statement
where I congratulated the
U.S. forces for eliminating
dreaded terrorist Osama Bin

Laden. In sarcasm I said that
Iam surprised that ‘Osama ji’
was staying 250 metres from
the Pakistan Military Acade-
my in Abbotabad. That be-
came something for them to
attack me. They forgot what I
had said earlier. I was the on-
ly one who criticised the
Imam of Jama Masjid when
he praised Osama Bin Laden;
no one else did. I took up
cudgels against Owaisi;
against communal Muslims.
was the first Chief Minister to
demand a ban on SIMI. But I
also demanded a ban on the
Bajrang Dal.

They say Hindus are un-
der threat. For five centuries,
we had Muslim rule. They
could not destroy our Sana-
tan Dharma. For more than
150 years, we were ruled by
Christians. Nothing hap-
pened to us.

How do you see the farm
unrest in Madhya Pradesh
last year?

B The input costs have in-
creased but the prices of
agricultural  commodities
have not gone up in compari-
son to the input costs. Soya
bean used to sell at 3,500-
4,500 a quintal. It is now be-
ing sold at ¥2,600-2,700. It is
not even being sold at
3,399, the MSP. They have
now started the purchase of
soya bean.

Cong. announces 65

names for Telangana
State chief Uttam Reddy on list

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Congress late on Mon-
day released its first list for
the Telangana Assembly
election with 65 names in-
cluding that of State Con-

gress chief N. Uttam Reddy.

Prominent names in-
clude senior leader J.
Geetha Reddy, former Lok
Sabha member Ponnam
Prabhakar and S. Sarve
Satyanarayana.

The Congress has formed
a grand alliance with the Te-
lugu Desam Party, the Com-
munist Party of India and
the Telangana Jana Samithi,
and the party is expected to
field its candidates in 93
seats. While the TDP will
contest 14 seats, the TJS will
field its nominees in eight.
The CPI has been given
three seats.

The Congress has entered
into the alliance to take on

J. Geetha Reddy

the Telangana Rashtra Sa-
mithi (TRS) that formed the
first government with K.
Chandrashekhar Rao as
Chief Minister in the newest
Indian State.

Former Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi is expect-
ed to campaign for the party
at Warangal on November
23. Her son and Congress
president, Rahul Gandhi, is
likely to campaign in Mah-
bubnagar on November 28.

In Mizoram, BJP banks on minorities

In a Christian-majority State, party’s focus is on getting the votes of four tribes

RAHUL KARMAKAR
AIZAWL
In Christian-majority Mizo-
ram, the minorities matter
for the Bharatiya Janata
Party.

The BJP has been an also-
ran in Mizoram since 1993,
when it garnered 3.11%
votes, the best so far. But the
bid to conquer its “final fron-
tier” has made the party in-
vest heavily in this north-
eastern State like never
before.

The focus of the BJP, apart
from the miniscule number
of non-tribal voters, is on
four minority tribes that are
a potent electoral force in at
least 11 Assembly
constituencies.

These tribes are the Budd-
hist Chakmas, the Christian
Maras, and Lais, who are
otherwise part of the greater
Mizo society, and the Hindu
and Christian Brus.

The BJP received a shot in
the arm when former Minis-
ter Buddha Dhan Chakma,
cross with the Lal Thanhaw-
la government’s “discrimi-
nation” against the Chak-
mas, switched over from the
Congress in October. Top
Mara leader Hiphei quit as
the Assembly Speaker to join
the BJP a few days later.

“The BJP should make a
difference for minorities in
Mizoram who are often de-
nied equal rights,” Mr. Chak-

Final frontier: A BJP campaign in Aizawl. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

ma, the party’s candidate for
the Tuichawng seat in the
southernmost Lawngtlai dis-
trict, told The Hindu.

“The BJP has come in with
full force, but the Congress
would have had it easy had
the wrong candidates not
been fielded,” said Amit Ku-
mar Chakma, who was re-
placed by Kali Kumar Tong-
changya in the last minute as
the Congress candidate for
Tuichawng.

Mr. Tongchangya belongs
to a minority community
within the Chakmas.

Chakma influence

The Chakmas dominate Tui-
chawng and West Tuipui in
adjoining Lunglei district.
They also have a significant
presence in the Thorang and
Kolasib seats along with the

Brus, who have a large pre-
sence in Hachhek, Dampa
and Mamit seats.

The Lais dominate the
Lawngtlai East and Lawng-
tlai West constituencies, as
do the Maras in Palak and
Siaha. “The minority areas
have been deprived of the
kind of development we
hope the BJP, in power
across most States in India,
would ensure,” Mr. Hiphei
said.

BJP State president J.V.
Hluna admitted the party
had a plan for the minori-
ties. “We hope to win five to
10 of the 40 seats and be-
come the king-maker. We
can do so only with support
from the majority Mizos,” he
said.

Mr Hluna, who is contest-
ing the Tawi seat against

former Congress Minister
and Mizo National Front
(MNF) heavyweight R. Lal-
zirliana, said the Congress
had been brainwashing the
people by branding the BJP
anti-Church.

“We cannot shrug off Hin-
dutva, but the Congress is
taking advantage of blind
faith to say the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh would
be flooding the State to con-
vert Christians to Hinduism.
We are telling the Mizos that
they are protected by Article
371 (G) of the Constitution,”
he said.

Specific to Mizoram, Arti-
cle 371(G) insulates the reli-
gious or social practices of
Mizos, their customary laws
and ownership of land from
any changes. “People are
seeing through the Congress
game, particularly with their
president, Rahul Gandhi,
trying to prove to be a better
Hindu than BJP leaders.
They have projected an im-
age that the BJP is anti-Chris-
tianity, and we know it is dif-
ficult to break the ice,” the
BJP’s State secretary, Gary T.
Haokip, said.

But the BJP has been con-
vincing people that it is for
the underprivileged, that it
wants people to get roads,
electricity, cooking fuel and
livelihood options which 10
years of Congress rule failed
to provide, he added.

Lal Thanhawla declares assets
AIZAWL

Mizoram Chief Minister

Lal Thanhawla has

moveable properties

worth ¥1.28 crore and

agricultural land valued

at more than 2 crore,

according to the affidavit

submitted by him while

filing his nomination

papers for the election. He has 5 lakh in cash,
non-agricultural land worth 20 lakh, land on
which he has constructed a building in New
Town, Kolkata, worth around 3.1 crore and a
house at Zarkawt in Aizawl, the value of which
he has not declared. Mr. Thanhawla's wife, Lal
Riliani, has ¥3 lakh in cash, movable
properties worth ¥92 lakh and agricultural
land worth %25 lakh. eI

The perennial favourite
AIZAWL
Thisis an enigma
Lalduhoma, former IPS
officer and president of
the Zoram People's Party
(ZPM), has not been able
to crack. For the fourth
successive time, he has
topped local opinion
polls for heading the
State. "Itis ironical that | win opinion polls all
the time while our party never quite makes
it," he said. But the ZPM feels the tide could
change as it is stronger now with the merger
of the Zoram Nationalist Party, the Mizoram
People's Conference and five other semi-
political groups.

Congress ruined M.P.: Chouhan
SHIVPURI

Chief Minister Shivraj

Singh Chouhan has

slammed the Congress

over development issues

while saying that the

party has destroyed the

State during its tenure.

Addressing arally here,

Mr. Chouhan said the

Congress ruined Madhya

Pradesh during its governance as it failed to
fulfil the demands of the people. “No good
roads were there, no water and electricity,
and there was a poor education system. They
only release manifestos but never fulfil
them," Mr. Chouhan said. "We have led the
all-round development of Madhya Pradesh,”
he said. ani

‘BJP will be back in Rajasthan’

NEW DELHI
Union Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat
Monday dismissed
speculation about the
BJP facing anti-
incumbency in Rajasthan,
saying there was an
undercurrent in favour of
the party and the lotus
will bloom again in the desert State. "l don't
believe there is any anti-incumbency factor
against the BJP anywhere in Rajasthan,” he
said. He said the BJP had worked in all 200
Assembly segments rising above caste and
religion and without any discrimination. The
party had worked for bringing about a change
in the life of the common man. On whether he
would contest, he said he would accept the
party's decision. e

BJP in desperation has

decided to #MurderDemocracy.
Senior bureaucrats leak information of
massive planned rigging of all
remote booths in Bastar through
govt machinery

P.L. PUNIA
CONGRESS SPOKESPERSON
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Mixed turnout
The seats in Southern
Chhattisgarh saw a
relatively lower turnout
when compared tothe | = >
ones in the Central region
during the first phase of
the Assembly polls on
Monday. The State saw

an average turount of
58.55% as of 5:30 pm* on
Monday. Map shows seat-
wise voter turnout /
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He thought the candidate's name, not the
constituency's, has been changed.
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Top election official, parties
challenge Sirisena’s move

Apex court seeks explanation from government on dissolution of Parliament

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

One of Sri Lanka’s indepen-
dent Election Commission-
ers joined a host of political
parties in challenging Presi-
dent Maithripala Sirisena’s
recent dissolution of Parlia-
ment in the country’s Su-
preme Court on Monday.

The court asked the Attor-
ney-General to explain the
President’s decision at Tues-
day’s hearing, after lawyers
representing various parties
denounced the sacking of
Parliament as illegal and un-
constitutional. The Attorney-
General sought another
day’s time to respond, but
the Chief Justice refused.

The parties were petition-
ing the apex court, seeking
an interim order suspending
Mr. Sirisena’s November 9
proclamation. In the wake of
his political front lacking ma-
jority in Parliament, the Pre-
sident dissolved the House
and called for general elec-
tions on January 5.

‘Poll body unhappy’
Election Commissioner Rat-
najeevan Hoole filed action
in Supreme Court against be-
ing ordered by gazette to
conduct “an illegal elec-
tion”.

“All three Commissioners
are unhappy with the disso-
lution of Parliament,” he told
The Hindu, but the other
two are said to be of the view
that they must comply with a

For the people: Sri Lankans holding a 'vigil for democracy’
in Colombo on Sunday. =GeTTY IMAGES

presidential gazette.

On Monday, the Commis-
sioners, however, decided
they will not object to any re-
lief being sought by other pe-
titioners.

Appearing for Mr. Hoole,
attorney at law Hejaaz Hiz-
bullah argued in a packed
court room, that a franchise
was about people getting to-
gether and expressing an
opinion on who should re-
present them in Parliament,
and who should make laws.
“Those privileging Article 33
(2)(c) are saying that one per-
son’s [the President’s] view
is more powerful than that of
the people and their fran-
chise. There is only one
word for it, it is dictator-
ship,” he said.

The thrust of most argu-

ments made by over 10 la-
wyers on Monday, was that a
general provision — Article
33 (2) (c) of Sri Lanka’s Con-
stitution — which enumer-
ates some powers of the Pre-
sident — cannot override a
specific provision in Article
70 (1) that expressly limits
those powers. “You can’t
cherry-pick the provisions,
the Constitution has to be
read in whole,” Mr. Hizbul-
lah said.

All parties, except those in
the Sirisena-Rajapaksa front,
have sought a stay order on
the dissolution of Parliament
and conduct of polls, citing
“serious consequences” of
holding polls in the face of
what they term an illegal
action.

Sri Lanka plunged into a

political crisis on October
26, after Mr. Sirisena contro-
versially appointed former
President Mahinda Rajapak-
sa as Prime Minister, sacking
Ranil Wickremesinghe from
the office. In the fortnight
since, foreign governments
have not publicly comment-
ed on the administration.
The Foreign Ministry con-
firmed to the weekend new-
spaper Sunday Times that
no head of government or
state have so far sent con-
gratulatory messages to the
“new PM” Mr. Rajapaksa.

Mark of protest
On many countries’ pending
acknowledgement of the
“caretaker government”, Sa-
rath Amunugama, newly-ap-
pointed Foreign Minister,
told mediapersons on Mon-
day that <“congratulatory
messages should not be eq-
uated with recognition... we
aren’t losing sleep over this
matter.” Observing that all
recent actions of the Presi-
dent were constitutional, he
said: “Of course certain
countries have said they are
watching the situation... but
there are no hostile forces.”
Meanwhile, Reuters re-
ported on Monday that eight
Western countries stayed
away from a meeting with Sri
Lanka’s newly-installed go-
vernment on Monday, “to re-
gister their protest against
Mr. Sirisena’s decision to dis-
solve Parliament”.

Bangladesh poll date pushed to December 30

ASSOCIATED PRESS
DHAKA

Authorities in Bangladesh
agreed on Monday to delay
national elections by a week
because of Opposition de-
mands for more time to pre-
pare.

Chief Election Commis-
sioner K.M. Nurul Huda said
officials decided to shift the
date to December 30 in res-
ponse to the proposals by
the Opposition parties.

The new deadline for fil-

ELSEWHERE

Ex-Minister to be
Nepal's envoy to India
KATHMANDU

The Nepal government on
Monday nominated former
Law Minister and senior
politician Nilambar Acharya
as Ambassador to India. The
position was vacant since
October last year. pti

175 dead in Nigeria
cholera outbreak

LAGOS

Suspected cholera cases have
jumped in northeast Nigeria,
the Norwegian Refugee
Council said on Monday. It
said 10,000 people had been
affected and 175 people had
died in the States of
Adamawa, Borno and Yobe as
of early November 2018. arp

Turkey slams comments by
France over Khashoggi probe

Erdogan was accused of playing a ‘political game’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ISTANBUL

ing nominations is Novem-
ber 28.

The ruling Awami League
party, its allies and some Op-
position parties welcomed
the decision, but a new ma-
jor Opposition alliance was
unhappy because it wants
the elections deferred by a
month.

The alliance, called the
National Oikya Front, con-
sists of the Khaleda Zia-led
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), among other parties

and is headed by prominent
lawyer Kamal Hossain. It
could pose a major challenge
to Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina’s desire to win a third
consecutive term.

Sheikh Mujib’s aide
Mr. Hossain was a close aide
of independence leader
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
Ms. Hasina’s father, and now
heads a small party, the Go-
no Forum.

On Monday, five top Op-

position leaders met with
Ms. Zia in a jail in Dhaka, and
said she asked them to con-
test the polls.

“Madam offered prayers
and expressed hope that we
will move forward with our
unity with the people,” said
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir,
secretary-general of the BNP.

The December 30 polls
would be Bangladesh’s 1ith
general election since it
gained independence in the
1971 war.
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The current spell of two
wildfires in California
has killed at least 31
and destroyed the town
of Paradise, making
these fires among the
deadliest ever to have
hit the State

= The fires are not

expected to be contained
till November 30

still missing deaths area of 7,05,174 acres
W°°lsey Fire Year No. of Destruction
5 5 fires (in acres)
8 s OO 2010 6,554 1,09,529
acres destroyed
2011 7,989 1,68,545
177 o 2012 | 7,950 | 8,69,599
buildings 2013 | 9,907 | 6,01,635
down deaths
2014 7,865 6,25,540
2015 8,745 8,93,362
. 2016 6,986 6,69,534
2017 9,133 13,81,405

Deadliest
fires

The Camp Fire
in northern
California

has killed 29
people, the
highest casualty
count from any
individual fire.
Hereis a look at
the figures:
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6 killed in Kabul suicide
attack claimed by IS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KABUL

Six people were killed when
a suicide bomber blew him-
self up in Kabul on Monday,
close to where scores of Af-
ghans had been protesting
against Taliban attacks on
the minority Hazara group.

Interior Ministry spokes-
man Najib Danish said 20
were wounded in the blast,
in front of a high school in
the downtown area of the
Afghan capital.

Civilian victims
Initial reports indicated that
most of the victims were
members of the security
forces, but Mr. Danish said
civilians, including several
women, had borne the
brunt of the carnage.

“The suicide attacker on
foot wanted to target protes-

“Talking to Pak. over asylum to Asia Bibi’

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau asserts that Canada is a welcoming country

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PARIS/ISLAMABAD

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau said on Mon-
day that his government was
holding talks with Pakistan
over potentially offering asy-
lum to Asia Bibi, a Christian
woman recently freed from
prison after her blasphemy
conviction was overturned.

“We are in discussions
with the Pakistani govern-
ment,” Mr. Trudeau said in
an interview.

“There is a delicate dom-
estic context that we respect
which is why I don’t want to
say any more about that, but
I will remind people Canada
is a welcoming country,” he
said.

Blocked from leaving
Ms. Bibi has been blocked
from leaving Pakistan after

Asked if Mr. Erdogan

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau. =reuTers

the overturning of her con-
viction prompted a wave of
protests among Islamist har-
dliners. She has since been
flown to a “safe place” in the
country as several govern-
ments have offered to grant
her family asylum.

Her husband has ap-
pealed in particular to Bri-
tain, Canada and the U.S.,
claiming that Ms. Bibi’s life

would be in danger as long
as she lived in Pakistan.
Meanwhile, the Nether-
lands Foreign Ministry on
Monday denied that its Em-
bassy had closed over secur-
ity concerns after it gave
shelter to Ms. Bibi’s lawyer.

Lawyer in Netherlands
Her lawyer, Saiful Mulook,
fled to the Netherlands soon
after the verdict, citing
death threats. The Dutch go-
vernment said on Thursday
that it had offered tempor-
ary shelter to Mr. Mulook.

On Monday, the Dutch go-
vernment said in a state-
ment that its Embassy in Pa-
kistan, which is in a tightly
guarded “diplomatic en-
clave”, had temporarily halt-
ed issuing visas “due to cir-
cumstances beyond our
control”.

Pakistani media reported

that the Embassy had been
forced to close because of
threats. But the Dutch Fo-
reign Ministry said reports
of the Embassy’s closure
were mistaken. “The Dutch
Embassy in Pakistan is
open,” the Ministry said.

Also, the Pakistan govern-
ment on Monday rejected
some reports claiming Ms.
Bibi had fled abroad, saying
that images on the social me-
dia showing her being greet-
ed overseas were “fake”.

“Fake news is a big chal-
lenge. Asia Bibi is in Pakistan
and images of her leaving
the country and greeted
abroad are fake,” said Infor-
mation Minister Fawad
Chaudhry.

He said some media out-
lets showed irresponsibility
by reporting that Ms. Bibi
had left the country after her
release from the jail.

ters, but he was stopped at a
security checkpoint some
200 metres (660 feet) from
the site,” Interior Ministry
deputy spokesman Nasrat
Rahimi said.

The centre of Kabul was
blanketed with heavier-
than-usual security for the
protest, which began on
Sunday night and continued
into Monday. The Islamic
State group (IS) claimed res-
ponsibility for the attack, its
propaganda agency Amaq
said. IS has claimed most
suicide attacks in Kabul in
recent months.

In other violence, a Tali-
ban attack on Khak Safid
district in the western pro-
vince of Farah overnight
killed up to 40 local police
personnel and civilians, said
provincial council member
Dadullah Qaneh.
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Iran is honouring the 2015

nuclear deal,

REUTERS
VIENNA

Iran has continued to imple-
ment the main nuclear res-
trictions set by its 2015 deal
with major powers even as
the U.S. reimposed sanc-
tions against Tehran, a UN
atomic watchdog report
showed on Monday.

Iran has kept its stock of
low-enriched uranium as
well as the level to which it
refines uranium within the
limits set by the deal, ac-
cording to the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) report.

Several of the main items
curbed under the deal, de-
signed to lengthen the time
Iran would need to build a
nuclear bomb, were verified
shortly before U.S. sanc-
tions were reimposed on
November 5 as a follow-up

says IAEA

to Washington’s withdrawal
from the nuclear accord an-
nounced in May.

A senior diplomat, ho-
wever, later said that there
was no sign Iranian beha-
viour had changed since
that date. “There is nothing
that indicates that Iranian
cooperation or the Iranian
attitude has changed since
the 5th of November.”

Iran’s reserve of low-en-
riched uranium remained
well below the deal’s 202.8
kg limit at 149.4 kg, the quar-
terly report by the Vienna-
based IAEA showed. Its
stock of heavy water was
roughly unchanged at 122.8
tonnes. Iran continued pro-
duction but 1.7 tonnes were
shipped abroad while 1.5
tonnes were used to make
medical compounds, the re-
port said.

Turkey on Monday
lashed out at “unaccep-
table” comments by
the French Foreign Mi-
nister, who accused
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan of playing a
“political game” over
the murder of Jamal
Khashoggi.

Mr. Erdogan said on
Saturday that Turkey
had shared recordings
linked to the Saudi
journalist’s murder last
month with Riyadh, as
well as the U.S,
France, Britain and
other allies.
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A poster of Khashoggi
in London. =ReuTERrs

In an interview on
Monday, French Fo-
reign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian said he
“for the moment was
not aware” of any infor-
mation transmitted by
Ankara.

was lying, he said: “It
means that he has a
political game to play
in these
circumstances.”

“We find it unaccep-
table that he accused
President Erdogan of
playing political
games,” said the com-
munications director at
the Turkish presiden-
cy, Fahrettin Altun.

Also, Canadian
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said on Mon-
day that his govern-
ment had been “fully
briefed” on recordings
provided by Ankara.

BENGALURU SMART CITY LIMITED

(company established under companies act 2013)
CIN No. U74999KA2018PLC109175

Office of the Executive Engineer BSCL, Ofo BBMP, 2nd Floor, Annexe Building -3, N.R.Square,Bengaluru - 560002
No: EE/BSCL/TEND/ 01/2018-19

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT) (SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION)
(Through GOK e—Procurement Portal only)

The Executive Engineer, BSCL, invites tenders on behalf of the Managing Director, BSCL SPV,
from eligible Tenderers for the construction of works detailed in the table below. The tenderers
may submit tenders for works given in the table through e-procurement portal of the Government
of Karnataka (viz https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in).
Comprehensive Development of Smart Roads in Bengaluru City

as per Tender SURE Guidelines.

Date: 09.11.2018

(Package — 1) : 1) Commercial Street-From Kamraj Road to
Jumma Masjid Road (Near Bowring Hospital),
1. | 2). Kamaraj Road from M G Road upto Commercial Street
and upto St. Johns Church Road.

Approx.
Sl. Name of the package A%’L'Sﬁc EMD
No. put to tender
R.in Lakhs)| " Rs, 32.00 Lakhs

(Rs.1.00 Lakh through
e-procurement &
Rs. 31.00 Lakhs

through BG)

3194.00

(Package — 2) :

Rs. 24.50 Lakhs
(Rs.1.00 Lakh through

Castle Street

Richmond Road, 5). Castle Street from Museum Road to
Richmond Road, 6). Tate Lane from Richmond Road to

2. [1). Ulsoor Road from Dickenson Road to Kensington Road. |2436.00( e-procurement &
2). Dickenson Road from M G Road to Kamraj Road. Rs. 23.50Lakhs
through BG)
(Package — 3) : 1). Infantry Road from Ali Askar Road to Rs. 45.00 Lakhs
Safina Plaza complex (Main Guard Cross Road) (Rs. 1.00 Lakh
3 2). Central Street from M G Road to Shivajinagar Bus Stand 4456.00 through
" [(TTMC) and upto Indian Express (Balekundri) Junction ! e-procurement &
3). Bowring Hospital Road from Main Guard Cross Road to Rs. 44.00 Lakhs
HSIS Gosha Hospital through BG)
(Package — 4) : 1). Millers Road from Chalukya Circle to Rs. 33.50 Lakhs
4 Captonment via Queens Road 3344.00 (Rsez-:]ﬁ?(?ct?elz(nrlézqo;gh
2). Raj Bhavan Road from Minsk Square to Rs. 32.50Lakhs
Basaveshwara Circle through BG)
(Package - 5) : 1). Mcgrath Road from Brigade Road upto
Richmond Road, 2). Convent Road from Richmond Road to R;' 2:83 tatﬂs
Residency Road, 3). Hayes Road from Richmond Road to ( st.hr.ougha
5. | Residency Road, 4). Wood Street from Museum Road to |2626.00

e-procurement &
Rs. 26.00Lakhs
through BG)

(Package — 6) : 1). Kasturba Road from Siddalingaiah

Circle to Minsq Square via Queens Statue (M G Road)

Rs. 38.00 Lakhs
(Rs.1.00 Lakh through

M.G.Road to Richmond Circle. 3). Brigade Road from
M.G.Road to War Memorial Junction.

6. 2). Queens Road from M G Road to Cantonment 3737.00 (-,;igro3c7ur(‘)%nljgﬂ;t1§t
Railway Station tﬁrou'gh BG)
(P_ackage —_7) : 1).Raja Ram Mohan Roy Road from (Rsﬁs.bgsl_'ggrﬁﬁpjugh

7 Richmond Circle to Hudson Circle. 2). Lavelle Road from 3338.00| e-procurement &

Rs. 32.50Lakhs
through BG)

NOTE: 1). Tender documents may be downloaded from the e-procurement portal of the
Government of Karnataka from 15.11.2018 2). Tenders must be submitted online through
e-procurement portal on or before 16.00 hours on 15.12.2018 and the opening of tenders
will be as per the e-procurement portal guidelines. 3).Pre bid meeting will be held on 23.11.2018
at 16.00 hours in the office of the Chief Engineer, Bengaluru Smart City Limited to clarify the
issue and to answer questions on any matter that may be raised at that stage as stated in
“Instructions to Bidders” of the bidding document. 4). Technical Bids will be opened on the
website https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in in the office of the Executive Engineer, BSCL on
17.12.2018 at 16.30 hours 5). For details, registration and e-payment visit GOK e-Procurement
website https://feproc.karnataka.gov.in or contact e-Procurement Helpdesk at 080 — 22441076
and BBMP website www.bbmp.gov.in.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Bengaluru Smart City Limited & BBMP

Pay Development Charges - Help to Develop Bengaluru

A ND-NDE
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[IP growth falters as inflation eases

Industrial production slows to 4.5%; slowing price growth in food, housing cools inflation to 3.31%

MARKET WATCH

12-11-2018 % CHANGE

Sensex 34,813 0.98
US Dollar 72.89 0.54
Gold 32,150 0.24
Brent oil 70.87 1.47

PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 328.65 -8.95
Asian Paints 1278.80. 16.80
Axis Bank 606.55 -6.65
Bajaj Auto 2652.30.....-40.75
Bajaj Finserv 5549.10.. -152.30
Bajaj Finance 2277.60....-97.75
Bharti Airtel 296.20 -3.55
BPCL 291.20 5.65
Cipla 531.85 4.90
Coal India 263.90 4.55
Dr Reddys Lab 2415.55....15.55
Eicher Motors 21933.55..-561.70
GAIL (India) 364.75 -2.60
Grasim Ind 860.80. 7.20
HCL Tech 1036.80. 8.90
HDFC 1795.90.....-20.20
HDFC Bank 1921.05 24.35
Hero MotoCorp 2839.35..-117.35
Hindalco 229.25 -9.55
HPCL 225.05....-16.25
Hind Unilever 1654.30. 18.30
Indiabulls HFL 865.25 3.10
ICICI Bank 352.35 4.50
Indusind Bank 1493.00. 1.90
Bharti Infratel 258.50 7.35
Infosys 664.20 4.70
Indian OilCorp 135.05 -6.60
ITC 273.85 -3.40
JSW Steel 344.55 -2.95
Kotak Bank 1153.70. 18.15
L&T 1367.20. -1.40
M&M 780.90......-14.35
Maurti Suzuki 7087.80...-195.70
NTPC 152.80 -1.65
ONGC 156.05 -0.35
PowerGrid Corp 185.95 5.75
Reliance Ind 1080.00. 13.45
State Bank 277.95 5.30
Sun Pharma 589.50. 7.95
Tata Motors 186.05 9.20
Tata Steel 582.85.......10.65
TCS 1914.85 5.65
Tech Mahindra 724.55 17.35
Titan 894.75 47.10
UltraTech Cement..... 3726.85......-91.00
UPL 733.20 -6.80
Vedanta 203.15 -5.90
Wipro 323.35 -1.50
YES Bank 223.05 -4.85
Zee Entertainment ... 437.80.....-12.35

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on November 12

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 72.69.....73.01
Euro 81.86.......82.23
British Pound 93.56.......93.97
Japanese Yen (100) ... 63.82 64.11
Chinese Yuan 10.43.....10.48
Swiss Franc 72.01....72.34
Singapore Dollar 52.60 52.83
Canadian Dollar 55.05 55.29
Malaysian Ringitt 17.35 17.43

Source:Indian Bank

BULLION RATES cHennai

November 12 rates in rupees with pre-
vious rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) 40.1
22 ctgold (1 9) 2986

(40.5)
(3003)

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Growth in industrial activity
as measured by the Index of
Industrial Production
slowed marginally in Sep-
tember to 4.5% due to slow-
ing growth in the manufac-
turing and capital goods
sectors, official data released
on Monday showed.

A separate data release al-
so showed that consumer in-
flation, as measured by the
Consumer Price Index,
eased in October to 3.31%
due to slowing price growth
in the food, housing, and
footwear segments.

IIP growth slowed from
4.67% in August. (August’s
IIP growth was revised from
the provisional 4.3% re-
leased earlier.) Growth in
manufacturing eased to
4.62% in September from

Steady state

Index of Industrial Production
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5.08% in August. Activity in
mining and quarrying accel-
erated, growing at 0.21% in
September compared with a
contraction of 0.54% in the
previous month.

“While statistically margi-
nal, the overall production
and manufacturing indices

Consumer Price Index
CPI growth rate (%)

Oct 331

Sep 3.77

Aug 3.69

Jul 4.17
Jun 4.92
May 4.87
Apr 458

show a rise in absolute terms
indicating that domestic de-
mand likely remains resi-
lient,” Anis Chakravarty,
Lead Economist & Partner at
Deloitte India said in a note.
Growth in the electricity
sector touched 8.24% in Sep-
tember, up from 7.59% in the

previous month. The capital
goods sector, however, saw
growth slowing to 5.76%
from 9.34%. Growth in in-
frastructure and construc-
tion sped to 9.5% in Septem-
ber from 7.95% in August.

Easing inflation

Consumer inflation eased in
October from 3.7% in Sep-
tember. Inflation in the food
and beverages segment con-
tracted 0.14% in October
compared with growth of
1.01% in September.

“The October CPI print
surprised positively as it was
much lower than our and the
street expectations,” B. Pra-
sanna, group executive and
head - Global Markets Group
at ICICI Bank said in a note.
“It continued to be aided by
the food component which
shrunk on a sequential basis

Jet Airways posts 1,261-crore Q2 loss

‘Sharp rise in oil price, falling rupee continuing to undermine performance’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Jet Airways (India) Ltd. has
reported a consolidated net
loss of 1,261 crore for the se-
cond quarter period ended
September 30, 2018, in com-
parison to a net profit of ¥71
crore in Q2 FY18.

However, the second
quarter loss was lower than
the 1,323 crore loss report-
ed in the previous quarter.

Total revenue was up
6.9% at 36,363 crore com-
pared to ¥5,952 crore in the
same period last year.

Vinay Dube, CEO, Jet Air-
ways said, “With our clearly
defined focus on profitabili-
ty, we are in the midst of
turning the ship around. We
remain closely engaged with
all our partners, who ack-
nowledge the challenges

IL&FS places two
subsidiaries on the block

Group firms are engaged in the securities services business

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Troubled financial conglom-
erate Infrastructure Leasing
and Financial Services
(IL&FS) has kick-started the
asset monetisation exercise
as it has decided to sell its
stake in two of its subsidiar-
ies — IL&FS Securities Ser-
vices and ISSL Settlement
and Transactions Services
Ltd., — both engaged in the
securities services business.
The asset sale is a part of the
broader plan for the resolu-
tion of the company.

In a statement on Mon-
day, IL&FS said the board
has decided to publicly soli-
cit expressions of interest to
assess the interest for a sale
of its stake in these two sub-
sidiaries. IL&FS Securities
Services is a professional

BKT to set
up $100 mn
plantin US.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Balkrishna Industries Li-
mited (BKT), one of the
leading off-highway tire
manufacturers, is planning
to invest $100 million to set
up a new production site in
the U.S., making its first
manufacturing site outside
of India.

Europe is presently
BKT’s largest sales market
accounting for more than
half of its overall turnover.

“The positive outlook
led to the decision of esta-
blishing a wholly-owned
subsidiary company in the
U.S. to set up a greenfield
project for the construc-
tion of a tire manufactur-
ing plant designed for a
yearly production capacity
of about 20,000 MT in the
entire Off Highway tire seg-
ment,” said a company
statement.

CcM
K

clearing member in equity
and other derivatives, and
ISSL is engaged in providing
clearing services in the com-
modities derivative
segment.

“The board is cognisant
that these steps are required
to advance the process for
putting together a resolution
plan for the IL&FS group,
based on market interest

TRAI to analyse implications of

Slip & slide

Jet Airways
Total Income (% cr.) 6,363 5,952 6.90
Net profit/loss (% cr.) -1,261 71 =
EPS Basic (%) -114.22 4.37 -

faced by the Indian aviation
industry and have been very
supportive.”

‘Focus on safety’

“While we navigate the chal-
lenges posed by the current
industry environment, our
focus and attention remains
on safety and operational re-
liability,” he added. Mr. Dube
said, “We are confident that
we will overcome our cur-
rent challenges, honour our
commitments to our stake-
holders, and deliver a more

and price discovery for va-
rious assets,” the statement
said.

“Any binding transaction
for the sale of assets, as well
as the resulting resolution
plan, will be subject to requi-
site approvals (including the
NCLT) before the transac-
tions are implemented,” it
said.

In its report submitted to
the Ministry of Corporate of
Affairs, which in turn was
submitted to National Com-
pany Law Tribunal, the
board of IL&FS has outlined
aresolution plan that includ-
ed asset sale, among other
measures. The board said it
expected the resolution pro-
cess to be completed in six
to nine months, subject to
economic and market condi-
tions.

strategic, efficient and finan-
cially viable airline.” The air-
line said tough industry envi-
ronment in the backdrop of
a sharp rise in Brent fuel
price by more than 50% over
Q2 FY18, a depreciating ru-
pee, and a challenging pric-
ing situation in an over-ca-
pacitated domestic market,
continued to undermine its
performance for the quarter.

Jet said its board reviewed
the progress of the compa-
ny’s turnaround strategy
outlined last quarter, togeth-

‘NCLT delays
cost banks
34,000 cr’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Delays in resolution pro-
cess of the 12 stressed as-
sets that were referred to
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) have cost
the banks an additional
34,000 crore, ratings agen-
cy ICRA said on Monday.

A list of 12 stressed as-
sets was prepared by the
RBI, which the banks were
asked to refer to NCLT for
resolution. “The lenders
for the initial 12 companies
in RBI’s list of June 2017 are
estimated to have lost out
on about 4,000 crore in
additional income due to
the delays in the resolution
process beyond the 270-
day period,” ICRA said.

Pending corporate insol-
vency resolution processes
increased to 816 as on Sep-
tember 30, 2018 from 723
as on June 30, 2018.

over-the-top services' growth

Asks if lawful interception needed in OTT communication

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) on
Monday re-started the dis-
cussion on “regulatory is-
sues and economic con-
cerns” with regard to
over-the-top (OTT) services
such as WhatsApp and
Skype, with its consultation
paper on ‘Regulatory Fra-
mework for OTT Communi-
cation Services’.

Consultation paper

“This consultation paper
seeks to analyse and discuss
the implications of the
growth of OTT services...
the relationship between
TSPs and OTT players,
whether any change is re-
quired in the current regula-
tory framework and the
manner in which such

changes should be effected,”
the regulatory body said in
the consultation paper.
Among other things, TRAI
has sought comments from
stakeholders on whether
regulatory or licensing im-
balance is impacting invest-
ments in the telecom net-
works, if there is any issue of
non-level playing field bet-
ween OTT providers and
TSPs, and any issues related
to lawful interception of

OTT communication that
are required to be resolved
in the interest of national se-
curity. TRAI has also sought
to know which OTT services
could be regarded the same
or similar to the services
provided by TSPs.

“In case, any regulation
or licensing condition is sug-
gested to be made applica-
ble to OTT service providers
then whether such regula-
tions or licensing conditions
are required to be reviewed
or redefined in context of
OTT services or these may
be applicable in the present
form itself?,” it said. TRAI al-
so asked if inter-operability
among OTT services would
benefit competition as well
as the users. At present,
there are no regulations for
interoperability =~ between
OTT platforms.

er with an update on the suc-
cess of other parallel mea-
sures being undertaken by
the management to revive
the company’s economic
health. “At the strategic le-
vel, the company remains
committed and is on track to
realise most of the outcomes
that were outlined as part of
its turnaround strategy last
quarter, including cost sav-
ings in excess of 32,000
crore over the next two
years,” the company said.

The airline has embarked
on a comprehensive review
and consolidation of its net-
work involving routes and
markets, as well as products
and services offered.

The strategy includes con-
centration of capacity, en-
hancing frequency, density
and hub connectivity, it said.

: The government will miss its
. internal deadline for the re-
. lease of the back series of
: GDP data, according to NITI
¢ Aayog, which on Monday
: said the data would be re-
: leased by the end of Decem-
. ber. The government had
: earlier indicated that the da-
: ta would be released in
: November.

NITI Aayog said that dur-

. ing the consultation process
. on the issue, experts had
¢ asked for analytical data sets
: that were not readily availa-
. ble. Therefore, there will be
: another meeting soon once
: the data is ready.

“A roundtable discussion

. was held today under the
¢ Chairmanship of Vice Chair-
i man, NITI Aayog, wherein

underscored by components
such as fruits, vegetables and
pulses. The earlier fears of
Minimum Support Price
hikes feeding through to CPI
have been allayed.”

The clothing and footwear
category saw inflation easing
to 3.55% from 4.64% over the
same period. Inflation in the
housing segment slowed to
6.55% from 7.07%.

“Benign inflation and a
strong footing in industrial
development are expected
to boost investor sentiment
and increased FDI and FII in-
flows in the coming months,”
Rajeev Talwar, president,
PHD Chamber of Commerce
and Industry said. “Stability
in inflation would strengthen
the macroeconomic environ-
ment and pave the way for
soft monetary policy regime,
going forward.”

Patel meets
PM ahead
of RBI meet

MANOJIT SAHA
MUMBAI

Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) Governor Urjit Patel
met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
November 9.

According to sources
familiar with the
development, Dr. Patel
apprised the central
bank’s rationale for its
discomfort over a series
of demands made by the
finance ministry,
including higher dividend
and lower capital
requirement for banks.

The meeting assumes
significance ahead of the
central bank’s board
meeting scheduled on
November 19.

RBI unlikely to open
window for NBFCs

‘NBFCs should explore other options’

MANOJIT SAHA
MUMBAI

Amid growing demand for
liquidity support for non-
banking finance companies,
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) is unlikely to provide
any special support to the
sector, though it will conti-
nue to provide funds to the
banking system as liquidity
deficit in the system is a
concern.

According to sources, the
RBI is of the view that bigger
NBFCs that have high rat-
ings from rating agencies
are not facing any liquidity
issues. It is the mid-sized
and smaller NBFCs, mostly
housing finance firms, that
will face some issues. Ac-
cording to market esti-
mates, about 1.5 lakh crore
of commercial paper face
redemption this month, a
bulk of which are issued by
NBFCs.

“There is liquidity in the
system. But interest rates
have gone up,” said a
source. Some NBFCs that
are not higher-rated now
have to pay higher rates to
raise funds.

That better-rated NBFCs
aren’t handicapped for
funds was evident when De-
wan Housing Finance — for
example — repaid commer-
cial paper worth 1,775
crore on November 5.

Another large housing fi-
nance company, PNB Hous-
ing Finance repaid 4,225
crore of CP in October 2018.

“RBI is the lender of last
resort. When all other ave-
nues fail, then only such an
option could be explored,”
the source said, indicating
NBFCs are yet to explore all
other options that may have
turned expensive for them.

NBFCs can avail refinance
facility from SIDBI or Na-
tional Housing Bank and
can also sell loans to banks.

Tweaking process: The methodology for computing GDP data
was revamped in 2015. =GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) and several leading
experts discussed the meth-
odology for estimating back
series of GDP,” Anna Roy, Ad-
visor (Data Management &

Analysis) at NITI Aayog, told
reporters after the meeting.

Follow-up discussion

“During the ensuing discus-
sion, experts sought several
analytical information,

Hyundai to invest X7,000 cr.
in Sriperumbudur unit

To sign MoU during Global Investors Meet in January

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

South Korean automotive
manufacturer Hyundai will
be investing ¥7,000 crore to
expand its facility at Sripe-
rumbudur, near here, and to
make new models and elec-
tric vehicles, chief executive
officer and managing direc-
tor of its Indian subsidiary,
Hyundai Motor India Ltd.,
Y.K. Koo, said here on
Monday.

A Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) towards the
investment would be signed
during the Global Investors
Meet scheduled in January
next year. A delegation led
by Mr. Koo called on Chief
Minister Edappadi K. Pala-
niswami at the Secretariat
here.

Briefing the press after
the meeting, Mr. Koo said

Expansion mode: The project is to raise production capacity
and launch new models, says HMIL MD Y.K. Koo. =RreuTers

that the delegation met the
Chief Minister over the in-
crease in their production
capacity by  another
1,00,000 units and also re-
quested the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment for incentives.
“We will produce more
than 10 models including
electric vehicles from com-
pletely knocked down (CKD)

kits in the first stage and la-
ter we are planning to start
manufacture of electric vehi-
cles. This ¥7,000 crore pro-
ject means increased pro-
duction capacity, new
model launch and power-
train capacity,” Mr. Koo ad-
ded. The investment would
provide employment to
about 700 people.

NHB has recently increased
its refinancing limit by
36,000 crore-- to 330,000
crore-- to eligible institu-
tions, including housing fi-
nance companies, for the Ju-
ly 2018-June 2019 period.
Similarly, SBI trebled its
loan purchase target for
NBFCs to 45,000 crore for
the current financial year.

On Monday, PNB Housing
Finance said NHB has san-
tioned 3,500 crore refi-
nance facility to them.

“The NHB refinance are
of a maturity of up to 15
years hence shall help furth-
er enhance our ALM... We
wish to again reiterate that
as on date, the company is
very well placed, both on li-
quidity and ALM position
and continue to be cautious-
ly optimistic,” said Sanjaya
Gupta, managing director,
PNB Housing Finance.

The liquidity issue for
NBFCs, along with other is-
sues like capital require-
ment for banks and more di-
vidend from RBI to the
government, has been a
bone of contention between
the central bank and the Fi-
nance Ministry. The Centre
has cited the never-used
provision under section 7 of
the RBI Act to initiate con-
sultations with RBI. Under
this section, the govern-
ment can issue directions to
RBI. All eyes are now on the
RBI’s board meeting sche-
duled for November 19.

‘Back series GDP data to be released
by end-December, says NITI Aayog

Centre misses internal deadline; analytical data sets not readily available

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
:{ NEW DELHI

which is being worked out,”
Ms. Roy added. “It was, the-
refore, decided to have a fol-
low-up roundtable discus-
sion with experts shortly.”

She added that although
the data release was expect-
ed on Monday, the addition-
al requests made by the ex-
perts could not be ignored.

“But the data should be
ready and released by the
end of December,” Ms. Roy
said.

The methodology for
computing GDP data was re-
vamped in 2015 and the base
year was shifted to 2011.
This, however, meant that
the current data could not be
compared to historical data.
Efforts to provide back series
data using the new metho-
dology and base year have
been going on since then.

Bol posts
X1,156 crore
net loss in Q2

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

State-run lender Bank of
India has reported a 31,156
crore net loss for the quar-
ter ended October 31 due
to increase in provision for
bad loans as well as mark-
to-market loss on its bond
portfolio.

The lender reported a
net profit of X179 crore in
the July-September period
of the last fiscal while in the
April-June quarter of FY19,
net profit was ¥95 crore.

“The net profit was im-
pacted by higher loan loss
provisions due to aging of
NPAs and MTM provisions.
Also, recovery of around
1,800 crore from the sale
of assets being processed
under NCLT [National
Company Law Tribunal]
got postponed to Q3,” the
public lender said in a
statement.

A ND-NDE
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‘Odisha can be a $1 trillion economy’

The State can reach the mark by 2030, says Sajjan Jindal, CMD, JSW Group

UCO Bank Q2 net loss
widens to ¥1,136 crore
NEW DELHI

State-owned UCO Bank
reported widening of net loss
to ¥1,136.44 crore for the
second quarter of 2018-19,
on rising bad loans. The bank
had posted a net loss of
622.56 crore in the
September quarter of 2017-
18. In the June quarter, net
loss stood at ¥633.88 crore.
Total income fell to
¥3,749.18 crore in the
reported quarter as against
¥3,757.51 crore in the same
period of 2017-18. p1i

Inspection of Dr.Reddy's
Vizag unit concludes
HYDERABAD

Drug maker Dr. Reddy's
Laboratories on Monday said
the Regulatory Authority of
Germany (Regierung von
Oberbayern) on November 9
concluded a follow-on audit
of the company's
formulations manufacturing
facility in Duvvada,
Visakapatnam. "The facility is
considered compliant and
the EU-GMP certification
continues to remain active
with one specific exclusion of
a new product,” Dr.Reddy's
said in a regulatory filing.

Mrs Bectors, Sansera

get SEBI nod for IPO

NEW DELHI

Biscuit-maker Mrs Bectors
Food Specialities and auto-
components maker Sansera
Engineering have received
markets regulator SEBI's go
ahead to launch initial share-
sale offers. Mrs Bectors Food
and Sansera Engineering
obtained "observations" from
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) on
November 9 and November
12 respectively, latest update
with the markets watchdog
showed. pmi

LALATENDU MISHRA
BHUBANESHWAR

Fast economic growth, busi-
ness potential and industry-
friendly policy can make Od-
isha a $1 trillion economy by
2030, Sajjan Jindal, chair-
man and managing director,
JSW Group, said.

Addressing the second
‘Make in Odisha Conclave
2018 here, Mr. Jindal said:
“If India will become a $10
trillion economy by 2035,
Odisha has to play a vital
role. After Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu by then, Odisha
could be the third State to be
a $1 trillion economy.”

He said JSW would set up
a modern steel plant in Od-
isha. Reliance Industries
Ltd., which has already in-
vested 6,000 crore, has
committed to invest an addi-
tional %3,000 crore in the
next three years in Odisha.

Talking business: RIL chairman Mukesh Ambani with Kumar
Mangalam Birla at the Odisha Conclave. =BiswarANJAN ROUT

“Today, Odisha has been
growing at 8% per annum,
higher than the national av-
erage, and the State is fast
becoming an ideal invest-
ment destination,” Mukesh
Ambani, CMD, RIL, said.

For Reliance, Jio was not
just another business, he

Avenue to pick up
27% stake in Arcil

To buy out small investors

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

U.S.-based distressed asset
fund, Avenue Capital, is
planning to pick up 27%
stake in Asset Reconstruc-
tion Company (India) Limit-
ed or Arcil — one of the ol-
dest in the business of asset
reconstruction in India — in
a secondary deal by buying
out stake from other small
investors.

Avenue will buy stakes in
IDFC Bank (8.37%), Govern-
ment of Singapore’s Lathe
Investments (9.9%), Ash-
more Capital (1.37%), South
Africa’s FirstRand Bank
(4.11%), Karur Vyasya Bank
(1.96%) and Barclays Bank
(1.5%). Avenue has been op-
erating individually in its ca-

pacity as a distressed asset
fund in the country since
2005.

“We have applied to Re-
serve Bank of India for its
approval,” Vinayak Bahugu-
na, CEO & MD, Arcil, said.
He expects the regulatory
approval to come by the end
of the current financial year.
As a part of the deal, Avenue
Capital will get a board seat
in Arcil.

State Bank, which has
around 20% stake, along
with IDBI Bank (19.18%), ICI-
CI Bank (13.26%), and PNB
(10.01%), have decided to
continue hold onto their
stakes in the company. Mr.
Bahuguna said the asset un-
der management as on Oc-
tober was 312,000 crore.

said. “It is a mission to trans-
form India — to transform
Odisha. We have created sus-
tained new employment op-
portunities — both direct and
indirect — to over 30,000 pe-
ople in the State,” he added.
The per capita data con-
sumption in Odisha is among

i SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

¢ Abu Dhabi National Oil Com-
¢ pany (ADNOC) has signed a
¢ Memorandum of Under-
: standing (MoU) with the In-
¢ dian Strategic Petroleum Re-
¢ serves
¢ explore the possibility of
¢ storing ADNOC crude oil at
. ISPRL’s
¢ storage facility at Padur in
i Karnataka, which has a 2.5
¢ million-tonne (-17 million
¢ barrels) capacity.

Ltd. (SPRL) to

underground oil

¢ Final shipment

i The MoU with ISPRL, man-
¢ dated to store crude oil for
: emergency needs, follows
¢ the arrival of the final ship-

the highest in the country,
he said.

Stating that the Tatas had
an over-a-century-old asso-
ciation with Odisha, Tata
Group chairman N. Chandra-
sekaran said, “Our expe-
rience has been very satisfy-
ing and enriching. We will
further invest in Odisha.”

Tata expansion

Tata Steel had announced a
323,500-crore  expansion
plan at Kalinganagar, and
with this, the Tata Group’s
total investment in the State
would exceed 1,00,000
crore, he said.

Aditya Birla Group, which
has invested in textile busi-
ness in the State, has com-
mitted to invest additional $2
billion in Odisha.

“The long-standing rela-
tionship of the Aditya Birla
Group with Odisha goes

Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber

ment of the initial delivery of
ADNOC crude on November
4, to be stored in another
ISPRL underground facility
in Mangaluru, which will
store 5.86 million barrels.
Under the MoU, ADNOC

beyond the investments we
have made here,” Kumar
Mangalam Birla, chairman,
Aditya Birla Group, said.

Sanjiv Puri, MD, ITC, said:
“Investment-friendly  poli-
cies, good governance, ro-
bust infrastructure, mineral
resources and agriculture re-
sources and access to the
market has made Odisha a
complete investment desti-
nation.”

While SAIL has an-
nounced an investment plan
of 341,000 crore, Vedanta
Resources said it would in-
vest 36,483 crore in capacity
enhancement of its alumini-
um smelter. Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik said that the
first edition of the conclave
had invited investment of
32,00,000 crore.

(The writer was in Bhuba-
neswar at the invitation of
the Odisha Government)

Abu Dhabi firm inks deal
to store crude in India

Oil to be stored at ISPRLs underground facility in Karnataka

could store crude in two
compartments at Padur.
The MoU was signed by
Abdulla Salem Al Dhaheri,
director of Marketing, Sales
and Trading at ADNOC, and
HPS Ahuja, CEO and MD at

ISPRL, on the sidelines of

the Abu Dhabi International
Petroleum Exhibition and
Conference (ADIPEC), AD-
NOC said in a statement.
Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber,
the UAE Minister of State
and ADNOC Group CEO, and
Dharmendra Pradhan, Mi-
nister of Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas, Government of In-

dia, witnessed the signing of

the MoU, the statement

added.

Odisha’s red carpet
for Japanese firms

Identifies 665 acres near capital

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESHWAR

Odisha has identified 665
acres of land for Japanese
companies who would set
up manufacturing base in
the State, a top official
said.

R. Balakrishnan, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary,
said: “We are in advance
discussions with the Japa-
nese industries who wish
to invest in Odisha and we
have developed state-of-
the-art infrastructure for
them to set up their esta-
blishments in the State .”

The Japanese compa-
nies would be keen to in-
vest in food processing,
steel and transportation
sectors.

“We have identified 665

acres of land for the Japa-
nese organisations to set
up their business infras-
tructure just 20 km from
Bhubaneswar,” he said.

Japanese Ambassador
to India, Kenji Hiramatsu,
said: “Many missions from
Odisha have visited Japan
and highlighted the op-
portunities which the
State has to offer to the Ja-
panese companies. We are
looking forward to expand
our partnership with Od-
isha and we can work on
several sectors to boost a
collaborative ~ business
effort.”

“Odisha can also assist
Japan to fill up some gaps
in certain industries such
as seafood,” Mr. Hiramatsu
added.

Usha Martin returns
to the black in Q2

Shareholders okay steel business sale

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

Usha Martin Ltd., which is
selling its steel business to
Tata Steel Ltd., closed the
second quarter with an im-
proved bottom line, both on
account of its continuing op-
erations and discontinued
operations on account of
the proposed sale.

The company reported a
profit of ¥25.3 crore during
the second quarter against a
loss of ¥72.7 crore, including
the losses from disconti-
nued operations, a year ear-
lier. Consolidated profit af-
ter share of joint venture
from continuing operations
stood at 29.5 crore against
%28 crore a year ago.

Total income increased

from ¥534.3 crore to 3645.6
crore during this period.

Sale approval

The company board, in its
meetings in September and
on November 10, 2018, ap-
proved the sale and transfer
of steel business to Tata
Steel Ltd.

Total income of this seg-
ment stood at ¥1,078.7 crore
in the second quarter with a
loss 0f %12.8 crore during the
quarter under review. This
is lower than the 105.4
crore loss a year ago.

In a regulatory filing, the
company said that 99.99 %
of its shareholders had vot-
ed in favour of a resolution
moved at Saturday’s EGM
on the steel business sale.
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A big confidence boost ahead of tour down under

Rohit’s consummate captaincy complemented his batting prowess; bowlers came into their own with Kuldeep leading the pack

WINDIES IN INDIA

S. DINAKAR
CHENNAI

The humdinger at Chepauk
presented a misleading pic-
ture of the three-match
Twenty20 series.

It was a largely one-sided
affair with India notching up
a comfortable win in Kolkata
and then crushing the West
Indians at Lucknow.

And India was breezing to
a victory here before, rather
inexplicably, stumbling in
the final stretch and then do-
ing just enough to win.

A 3-0 triumph over the
reigning ICC World Twen-
ty20 champion lost much of
its lustre since the Carib-
beans were without some of
their brightest stars.

The clean sweep will give
Indian confidence ahead of
the upcoming three-match
series in Australia; the next
edition of the World Twen-
ty20 championship will be
held down under in 2020. In-
dia needs to build a side
keeping the big picture in the
mind.

Calm and unruffled
The series highlighted Rohit
Sharma’s captaincy creden-
tials. He is calm, unruffled
and shuffles his bowlers in-
telligently. His changes in
field placements are smart
but subtle. Rohit plays his
cards but does not give too
much away.

With the bat, he continues
to be as influential and des-
tructive as they come in

Johri case:
BCCI officials
depose

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Indian cricket’s top admi-
nistrators, including Vinod
Rai, on Monday deposed
before the probe panel in-
vestigating the alleged sex-

ual harassment case
against BCCI CEO Rahul
Johri.

Besides the Committee
of Administrators chief Rai,
CoA member Diana Edulji
along with BCCI treasurer
Anirudh Chaudhry and IPL
petitioner Aditya Verma al-
so deposed before the
three-member panel.

Mushfiqur
hits a double

Mushfiqur Rahim...
record-breaker. =arp

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
DHAKA

Mushfiqur Rahim became
the first wicketkeeper-bat-
sman in history to score
two double hundreds in
Tests as Bangladesh built a
strong total in the second
Test against Zimbabwe in
Dhaka on Monday.
Mushfiqur’s unbeaten
219 (421b, 18x4, 1x6) helped
Bangladesh declare its first
innings at 522 for seven be-
fore the host reduced Zim-
babwe to 25 for one at
stumps on the second day.
Mushfiqur, who also sur-
passed Shakib Al Hasan to
become the highest indivi-
dual scorer in an innings
for Bangladesh in Tests,
shared a record 144-run un-
broken eighth wicket stand
with Mehidy Hasan.
The scores: Bangladesh 522
for seven decl. in 160 overs
(Mominul Haque 161, Mushfi-
qur Rahim 219 n.o., Mahmu-
dullah 36, Mehidy Hasan 68
n.o., Kyle Jarvis five for 71) vs
Zimbabwe 25 for onein 18 ov-
ers.

CcM
K

T20I series in numbers

MOST RUNS
Player | M R | HS | Avg | SR m

Shikhar Dhawan 3 8 92 46.00 | 124.32 0 1

Rohit Sharma 3 121 m* | 60.50 | 165.75 1 0

Darren Bravo 3 i 43* | 3550 | 109.23 0 0

Rishabh Pant 3 64 58 21.33 | 133.33 0 1

K.L. Rahul 3 59 | 26* | 2950 | 12826 | O 0

MOST WICKETS

Player M Ovs w | BB | Avg | Econ | SR
Kuldeep Yadav 2 5 3/13 9.00 | 562 | 96
Jasprit Bumrah 2 3 2/20 15.66 | 5.87 | 16.0
Khaleel Ahmed 3 3 2/30 | 2766 | 691 | 24.0
Oshane Thomas 3 3 2/21 30.33 | 758 | 24.0
Yuzvendra Chahal 1 2 2/28 14.00 | 7.00 | 12.0

Twenty20 cricket.

Shikhar Dhawan, with an
amalgam of force and place-
ment, found form. The right-
left opening combination of
Rohit and Dhawan is the
most potent in this format.

And Rishabh Pant dis-
played his mojo as a muscu-
lar left-handed power-hitter.
An impact player, he certain-
ly is. K.L. Rahul, such a love-
ly, natural striker of the ball,
should seize his chances.

Dinesh Karthik’s unbeaten
31 in Kolkata when the West
Indies had a sniff displayed
his maturity; Karthik always
had the shots, he is now ro-
tating the strike capably.

Emergence of Khaleel
In bowling, Khaleel Ahmed

made an impression with his
left-arm pace, angle and the
ability to bowl scorching
yorkers. He adds variety and
quality to the attack.

Left-arm spinning all-
rounder Krunal Pandya
caught the eye too with his
tight left-arm spin; he does
get his deliveries to skid off
the pitch.

And Washington Sundar
showcased his variations of
pace; he is tall, has a high-
arm action, gets bounce with
his overspin and should do
well in Australia.

Of course, the big guns
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Jas-
prit Bumrah had their
moments.

And the game-changing
left-arm wrist spin of Kul-

deep Yadav foxed the Carib-
beans; they struggled to pick
his wrong "un. And when he
got an opportunity, leggie
Yuzvendra Chahal contained
and struck.

Positives for Windies

Despite being blanked, the
West Indies had a few posi-
tives.

Paceman Oshane Thomas,
with his speed and thrust,
made exciting viewing.
Watch out for him.

His pace partner Keemo
Paul has possibilities.

He could become a more
rounded bowler with expe-
rience. Young left-arm spin-
ning all-rounder Fabian Allen
displayed  control  and
temperament.

Impact player: The young and muscular Rishabh Pant displayed his mojo as a power-hitter. =«. picHumani

And wicket-keeper bat-
sman Nicholas Pooran was
both audacious and inven-
tive with the willow.

The return of the classy
southpaw, Darren Bravo,

lends some substance to the
line-up.

There were many nega-
tives for the Caribbeans. Cap-
tain Carlos Brathwaite was
underwhelming and the

India will adapt well in New Zealand: Santner

Coming back from injury, the Kiwi hopes to regain full fithess soon

G. VISWANATH
MUMBAI

New Zealand’s Mitchell
Santner, 26, was laid low by a
right-knee injury last March
and has not played competi-
tive cricket ever since.

He underwent surgery
and is hoping to regain fit-
ness for the home interna-
tionals against India in Janu-
ary-February 2019.

In India to promote the
home series against Virat
Kohli’s team, Santner, who
has not played a home series

against India, said: “I have
been out for a while now, al-
most nine months. I have
been training and cricket is
not too far away.

“Hopefully expect to play
the home summer and get
back for the series against In-
dia, try and get some
wickets.”

Santner believes India will
adapt to the New Zealand
conditions quickly. “I think
it’s going to be a very exciting
series. Both countries are de-

Mitchell Santner =ap

finitely looking forward to it.
Obviously the likes of Virat
(Kohli) and Rohit (Sharma)
are scoring a lot of runs at
the moment.

“They have not played in

Nagal masters Clarke again

Cem knocks out second seed Trungelliti

BENGALURU OPEN

N. SUDARSHAN
BENGALURU

Defending champion Sumit
Nagal had the measure of Brit
Jay Clarke for the second time
in a year, beating him 6-4, 7-5
in the opening round of the
$150,000 Bengaluru Open.

The two had last met on
these very courts, but in a
high-stakes final which went
the distance. If the tennis had
matched the occasion then,
Monday’s match came nowh-
ere close. Clarke, the tourna-
ment’s seventh seed, was far
from the player that his rank-
ing of 174 suggested.

Nagal, though ranked 309,
showed enough signs of life
after what has until now been
a washout year.

The Indian broke early in
the match to go 2-1 up. He
faced the first threat to his
serve in the very next game,
but was brave enough to

serve and volley on his se-
cond serve to deny his oppo-
nent. Clarke did get back to
3-3, but Nagal’s was the slight
upper-hand as he broke in
the ninth game and closed
out the set 6-4.

In the second, both
players struggled with their
serves, but the difference was
Nagal’s forehand which
didn’t let him down whenev-
er summoned. Clarke’s, on
the other hand, broke down.

After they traded breaks
early on, Nagal had a look at
the Clarke serve at 3-3, 30-30,
but a bad backhand volley
put paid to his hopes. Mi-
nutes later, Nagal was down
15-30 serving at 3-4 and then
a set-point down at 4-5.
Clarke fluffed both and it
wasn’t long before Nagal took
the match.

Clarke was not the only ca-
sualty among the seeds, with
Argentina’s Marco Trungelli-
ti, the second highest in the
competition, beaten by Tur-

key’s Ilkel Cem 6-2, 3-6, 7-6
(3). Earlier in the day, Sasi Ku-
mar Mukund became the
lone Indian to qualify for the
main draw with a clinical 6-1,
6-1 win over Frenchman Mick
Lescure.

The results: First round: Sumit
Nagal bt Jay Clarke (GBr) 6-4,
7-5; Aleksandr Nedovyesov
(Kaz) bt Scott Griekspoor (Ned)
6-3, 6-2; Marc Polmans (Aus) bt
Maverick Banes (Aus) 1-6, 6-4,
6-2; Ilkel Cem (Tur) bt Marco
Trungelliti (Arg) 6-2, 3-6, 7-6
(3); James Ward (GBr) bt
Tsung-Hua Yang (Tpe) 7-6(4),
6-4.

Qualifying (final round): Yous-
sef Hossam (Egy) bt Siddharth
Vishwakarma 6-4, 6-4; Sasi Ku-
mar Mukund bt Mick Lescure
(Fra) 6-1, 6-1.

Doubles: Max Purcell & Luke
Saville (Aus) bt Chandril &
Lakshit Sood 6-2, 6-2; Prajwal
Dev & Niki Poonacha bt Alexan-
der Pavlioutchenkov (Rus) & Fi-
lip Peliwo (Can) 1-6, 7-6 (3),
[10-2]; Saketh Myneni & Arjun
Kadhe bt Sanchai & Sonchat Ra-
tiwatana 6-3, 3-6, [11-9].

Hard-fought win: Defending champion Sumit Nagal had the measure of Jay Clarke for the

second time this year. =v. SREENIVASA MURTHY

New Zealand for five years,
but they have travelled and
scored runs everywhere and
will adapt quickly.

Interesting series

“I think they will like our
conditions; it’s flat and if
there is no swing, it can be a
high scoring series. India has
performed in similar condi-
tions, like England. If they
adapt to the local conditions
and hit the ground running,
it could make for a good and

interesting series. “India has
all bases covered, it has the
seamers and the spinners
and definitely the batters.
Young Rishabh Pant has
come out well as well.

“India has a strong batting
line up, the key is for us to
get the ball to swing, and get
aggressive at the start... and
hopefully the ball swings for
us. India has Bhuvi and
Bhumra too. The mid-sum-
mer (Jan) can be warm, but
in New Zealand rain is not
really far away.”

waning Kieron Pollard, once
such a massive factor, strug-
gled with both the bat and
the ball.

Shai Hope and Shimron
Hetmyer, compelling strikers

of the ball, failed to consoli-
date on starts.

In the end, Windies was
undone by a lack of cohesion
and consistency in a format
where it is feared the most.

All Kiwis available
for full IPL season

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

NZC’s GM Commercial,
James Wear was delighted
to announce that the Kiws
will be available for IPL
2019 right through the
season.

“One of the things the
NZC board has decided is
to allow its players to play
in the IPL 2019 right till
the end.

“We are keen to give

our guys as much as
experience playing all
around the world as
possible so that they get a
great experience.

“The more they can do
that, we would encourage
them. Our guys like the
IPL.

“Last season, we had 11
players in the IPL and we
are keen to continue
that,” said Wear here on
Monday.

Nishikori gets the better of Federer

ATP FINALS

REUTERS
LONDON

Roger Federer’s hopes of
winning a record-extending
seventh ATP Finals title suf-
fered a blow as Kei Nishikori
stunned the Swiss great 7-6
(4), 6-3 in their round-robin
opener on Sunday.

The 37-year-old began
calmly enough but his usual-
ly smooth game began to
fray towards the end of the
first set and fell apart in an
error-strewn second.

Unsurprisingly the match
ended with a Federer mishit,
his 34th unforced error of a
scrappy display.

Healy sizzles

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PROVIDENCE (GUYANA)

Alyssa Healy’s 21-ball half-
century, the fastest in ICC
women’s World T20 histo-
ry, helped Australia thrash
Ireland in their Group B
match here on Sunday.
Healy had nine fours
and a six in her unbeaten
56 (31 balls).
The scores: Ireland 93 for six
in 20 overs lost to Australia
94 for one in 9.1 overs (Alyssa
Healy 56 n.o.)

Harika exits

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KHANTY MANSIYSK (RUSSIA)
The Indian challenge end-
ed at the World women’s
chess championship with
D. Harika bowing out fol-
lowing a defeat against
former champion Alexan-
dra Kosteniuk of Russia in
the second set of tie-break
games here.

Nishikori went 6-1 ahead
in the first set tie-break and
although Federer clawed
back to 6-4, a forehand into

Grabbing the chance: Kei Nishikori cashed in on
Roger Federer's error-prone and fractious display. =reuters

the net allowed the Japanese
to take the opener. Federer,
who had qualified for the
season-ender for the 16th

time, cut a disgruntled figure
at times and was even given
a warning for swiping a ball
high into the stands in the
opener.

Nishikori, twice a semifi-
nalist in London, grew in
confidence and broke in the
sixth game of the second set
for a 4-2 lead when Federer
was left flat-footed.

Serving at 5-3, Nishikori
might have expected a Fe-
derer fightback but it never
materialised.

The results:

Lleyton Hewitt Group: Kei
Nishikori bt Roger Federer 7-6
(4), 6-3.

Gustavo Kuerten Group: Alex-
ander Zverev bt Marin Cilic 7-6
(5), 7-6(1).

Ronaldo stars for Juventus

Coach Allegri wins Golden Bench award

EURO LEAGUES

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BARCELONA

Cristiano Ronaldo scored as
Juventus bounced back from
its midweek Champions
League defeat against Man-
chester United with a 2-0
win over 10-man AC Milan in
Serie A on Sunday, as Gonza-
lo Higuain missed a penalty
before being sent off for the
hosts.

Mario Mandzukic headed
in the opener in the eighth
minute at the San Siro with
Ronaldo adding a second in
the 81st minute as Juventus
maintained its six-point
cushion ahead of the inter-
national break.

Juventus has 34 points
from 12 games — six more
than Carlo Ancelotti's Napoli
with Inter a further three
behind.

In full flight: Cristiano Ronaldo is cock-a-hoop after scoring

Juventus' second goal. =arp

“Winning tonight was the
only way to put aside what
happened in the final five
minutes of the Champions
League,” said Juve coach
Massimiliano Allegri who
was on Monday presented
with the Panchina d'Oro
(Golden Bench) award for
the best coach in Serie A in
the 20172018 season.

The 51-year-old beat Chel-

sea manager Maurizio Sarri,
who coached Napoli to se-
cond last season, and Lazio’s
Simone Inzaghi, following a
vote by his fellow coaches.
The results: La Liga: Celta Vigo
2 (Mallo 61, Mendez 90+4) lost
to Real Madrid 4 (Benzema 23,
Cabral 56-0g, Ramos 83-pen,
Ceballos 90+1).

Serie A: AC Milan O lost to Ju-
ventus 2 (Mandzukic 8, Ronal-
do 81).

A ND-NDE
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RANJI TROPHY SCORES

TV PICKS

Ranji Trophy: Star Sports 2
(SD & HD), 9 a.m.
Bangladesh vs Zimbabwe:
2nd Test, SS Select 1 (HD), 9
a.m.

I-League: Star Sports 3, 4.30

.m.
RTP Finals: Sony ESPN (SD &
HD), 7.30 p.m.

PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD &
HD), 8 p.m.

IN BRIEF

Lahiri secures first
Top-10 finish

PLAYA DEL CARMEN (MEXICO)
Anirban Lahiri secured his
first Top-10 finish since the
first week of August after
carding a three-under 68 on
the final day of the Mayakoba
Golf Classic here on Monday.
Lahiri, who was once again
off to a brilliant start on the
front nine with four birdies
against no bogeys — he had
five on the front stretch on
the third day, aggregated
16-under 268 to finish T-10.
Meanwhile, Matt Kuchar
ended up winning the
tournament.

Injured
Chhetri out
of friendly

Sunil Chettri. =pmi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

India’s star striker Sunil
Chhetri will miss the up-
coming international
friendly against Jordan due
to an ankle injury that has
ruled him out for at least
two weeks.

Chhetri suffered the in-
jury during Bengaluru’s
Hero ISL match against
Kerala Blasters on Novem-
ber 5.

“The BFC medical team
have shared the MRI re-
ports and medical assess-
ments and we have scruti-
nised them thoroughly.
Sunil needs rest of around
two weeks and proper reh-
abilitation after which he
can get back to training,”
said the Indian team’s phy-
siotherapist Gigy George.

Chhetri is also likely to
miss at least two games for
Bengaluru FC in the ISL.

Good knocks by Dalal, Shorey

The hosts reach 305 for eight at scumps on day one

RANJI TROPHY

UTHRA GANESAN
NEW DELHI

Having been ignored for the
Vijay Hazare Trophy this
year before being handed his
First Class debut against Hi-
machal on Monday, Hiten
Dalal came up with a confi-
dent, brisk 79.

Delhi, electing to bat,
reached 305 for the loss of
eight wickets at the end of
the opening day of its Ranji
Trophy campaign against Hi-
machal Pradesh at the Fero-
zeshah Kotla ground. Du-
bious umpiring did not help
its cause.

The host looked set for a
much bigger total when Da-
lal and Gautam Gambhir
stroked with ease.

Hardly troubled

Rishi Dhawan and Pankaj
Jaswal hardly troubled the
batsmen with the new ball
and the introduction of spin
made little difference as Del-
hi raced to 96 in 16 overs be-
fore a Mayank Dagar delivery
ricocheted off Gambhir’s
pads to Priyanshu Khaduri at
short-leg, only for umpire
Navdeep Singh Sindhu to
raise his finger. A furious
Gambhir walked off for 44
and it affected the scoring
rate.

Dhruv Shorey joined Dalal
and the two added 66 before
Dalal, failing to read the line
of a turning ball was cleaned
up by Himachal skipper
Prashant Chopra.

Classy: Dhruv Shorey sends one to the fence during his invaluable knock of 88. =v.v. krisHNAN

Till then, there had been
no let-up in his strokes.

With a liking for the leg-
side, the negative line resort-
ed to by the Himachal bow-
lers was of no concern as the
24-year-old flicked and drove
with ease before falling in
the final over before lunch.

Once he went, the rest of
the batsmen, barring Dhruv
Shorey, faltered.

Shorey, running out of
partners towards the end of
the day, was finally caught at
mid-off on 88 with even 300

Chinese Thought
wins feature

HYDERABAD: M/s. Steve Yong,
P.A. Raju & G.B.R. Prasad’s
Chinese Thought (Jitendra Singh
up), trained by L. D’Silva, won
the first division of the Raja
Narasimha Rao Memorial Cup,
the feature event of the races
here on Monday (Nov. 12). D’Silva
saddled two more winners on
the day.

ADOLFITO PLATE (1,400m), 5-

y-0 & over, rated 26 to 46, (Cat.
III): CARNIVAL EXPRESS (C.
Umesh) 1, My Windfall (Ajit
Singh) 2, Cash For Rank (Tanwar)
3 and Valee Tiger (Md. Ismail) 4.
4-1/2,1/2 and 1/2. 1m, 27.11s. X363
(w), 14, 25 and 13 (p), SHP: 109,
FP: 1,162, Q: 569, Tla: 12,904. Fa-
vourite: Charming Beauty.
Owner: Mr. Syed Nawaz Hussain.
Trainer: L. D’Silva.

OWN  OPINION PLATE
(1,400m), 3-y-o & over, rated
42 to 62 (Cat. II): HAILSTORM
(Neeraj) 1, Once More (Nakhat
Singh) 2, Inci (Kiran Naidu) 3 and
Guiding Force (N. Rawal) 4. Shd,
shd and 3/4. 1m, 26.15s. 19 (W), 7,
8 and 8 (p), SHP: 29, FP: 174, Q:
107, Tla: 738. Favourite: Rikki
Tikki Tavi. Owners: M/s. Poon-
awalla Rac. & Br. P.L. rep. by Mr.
Z.S. Poonawalla & Ms. S.Z. Poon-
awalla & M/s. Vijay Rac. & Farms
P. L. rep. by M/s. Vijay Kumar
Gupta & Susheel Kumar Gupta.
Trainer: Laxman Singh.

RAJA NARASIMHA RAO ME-
MORIAL CUP (DIV. 1II),
(1,100m), 5-y-o & over, rated 42 to
62 (Cat. II): PRIME TIME (Md. Is-
mail) 1, Ikigai (G. Naresh) 2,
Mandy (Surya Prakash) 3 and Pal-
isades Park (C. Umesh) 4. 1/4, nk
and 3/4. Im, 5.87s. T60 (w), 10, 9
and 22 (p), SHP: 30, FP: 539, Q:
172, Tla: 9,119. Favourite: George
Cross. Owners: Mrs. Bopanna

Seema, Mr. Subodh Kumar
Ananthula & Lt. Col. A.R. Raju.
Trainer: Arjun Anne.

SRIRAM  SAGAR  CUP
(1,200m), 3-y-o & over, rated
26 to 46 (Cat. III): NATASHA (C.
Umesh) 1, London Bridge (To-
grallu) 2, Darshish (Kuldeep
Singh) 3 and Reach The Heights
(Rafique Sk.) 4. 1-1/4, 1-1/4 and 1-
3/4.1m, 13.34s. %17 (w), 8, 14 and
10 (p), SHP: 43, FP: 230, Q: 179,
Tla: 1,153. Favourite: Palsy Walsy.
Owners: M/s. Steve Yong, V. Nar-
ender Reddy & Narsaraju Ven-
kataswamy. Trainer: L. D’Silva.

RAJA NARASIMHA RAO ME-
MORIAL CUP (DIV. 1),
(1,100m), 5-y-0 & over, rated 42 to
62 (Cat. II): CHINESE THOUGHT
(Jitendra Singh) 1, Rose Eternal
(Tanwar) 2, Astra (Dhebe) 3 and
Shandaar (Ajit Singh) 4. Nor tun:
Indian Dreams. 1/2, 1/2 and 3/4.
1m, 6.32s. 136 (W), 16, 8 and 6
(p), SHP: 25, FP: 1,031, Q: 359,
Tla: 1,558. Favourite: Astra. Own-
ers: M/s. Steve Yong, P.A. Raju &
G.B.R. Prasad. Trainer: L. D’Silva.

RECOMMENDER  PLATE
(1,600m), maiden 3-y-0 &
over, rated upto 30 (Cat. III):
ASHWA ARJUN (Ashhad Asbar) 1,
Vallee Ikon (Md. Ismail) 2,
Curcumin (Nakhat Singh) 3 and
Nazariya (Tograllu) 4. 4-1/2, 2-1/2
and 4-1/2. 1m, 40.36s. 372 (W), 12,
17 and 6 (p), SHP: 46, FP: 636, Q:
419, TIla: 2,087. Favourite:
Curcumin. Owners: M/s. Pratap
Racecitement Pvt.Ltd. rep. by the
Estate of Late Mr. D. Pratap
Chander Reddy & Mr. Ashish Ba-
jaj & Mrs. Anita Chauhan.
Trainer: M. Srinivas Reddy.
Jackpot: %3,15,135 (two tkts.),
Runner-up: 7,108 (38 tkts.),
Treble (i): 3,048 (16 tkts.), (ii):
10,683 (16 tkts.).

looking doubtful at one
point.

Anuj Rawat and Lalit Ya-
dav could not capitalise on
their starts and Nitish Rana
had a forgettable outing on
captaincy debut.

Dagar was the pick of the
bowlers with three wickets.
The scores:

Delhi — 1st innings: Gautam
Gambhir ¢ Khanduri b Dagar
44, Hiten Dalal b Chopra 79,
Dhruv Shorey c (sub) b Vashisht
88, Nitish Rana ¢ & b Jaswal 6,
Himmat Singh c Dagar b Gur-

vinder 10, Anuj Rawat c Vash-
isht b Gurvinder 28, Lalit Yadav
lbw b Dagar 26, Varun Sood
(batting) 18, Ishant Sharma lbw
b Dagar 0O, Vikas Mishra (bat-
ting) 5; Extras (b-1): 1; Total
(for eight wkts. in 89 overs):
305.

Fall of wickets: 1-96, 2-162, 3-
181, 4-196, 5-252, 6-256, 7-
292, 8-292.

HP bowling: Pankaj Jaswal 11-
0-50-1, Rishi Dhawan 17-4-
50-0, Gurvinder Singh 17-4-
57-2, Mayank Dagar 21-3-57-3,
Akash Vashisht 11-0-46-1,
Prashant Chopra 12-1-44-1.

Group A: At Vadodara: Baroda
322 for nine in 83 overs (Aditya
Waghmode 36, Vishnu Solanki
30, Swapnil Singh 79, Yusuf
Pathan 99, Atit Sheth 25, S.S.
Bachhav four for 81) vs Maha-
rashtra.

At Valsad: Gujarat 260 for
three in 78 overs (Priyank Pan-
chal 50, Bhargav Merai 60,
Manpreet Juneja 102 batting)
vs Chhattisgarh.

At Rajkot: Railways 200 in 64
overs (Pratham Singh 45, Faiz
Ahmad 38, Mahesh Rawat 46,
Anureet Singh 27 n.o., Kamlesh
Makwana three for 55, Ravin-
dra Jadeja four for 58) vs Sau-
rashtra 82 for four in 27 overs
(Ravindra Jadeja 33 batting).
At Nagpur: Vidarbha

245 for eight in 87 ov-

ers (Wasim Jaffer 41,
Ganesh Satish 57, Aksh-

ay Wadkar 31, Shrikant

Wagh 37 batting, Abhi-

manyu Mithun three

for 32, J. Suchith three

for 25) vs Karnataka.

Group B: At Kolkata:
Bengal 246 for four in

82 overs (Abhimanyu Easwa-
ran 86, Koushik Ghosh 100,
Manoj Tiwary 31 batting) vs
Madhya Pradesh.

At New Delhi: Delhi 305 for
eight in 89 overs (Gautam
Gambhir 44, Hiten Dalal 79,
Dhruv Shorey 88, Anuj Rawat
28, Lalit Yadav 26, M.J. Dagar
three for 57) vs Himachal Pra-
desh.

At Thiruvananthapuram: And-
hra 225 for eight in 89.3 overs
(Ricky Bhui 109, Siva Charan
Singh 45, K.C. Akshay four for
56) vs Kerala.

At Tirunelveli: Hyderabad 249
for three in 90 overs (Akshath
Reddy 114 batting, Himalay
Agarwal 29, B. Sandeep 74
batting) vs Tamil Nadu.

Group C: At Agartala: Assam
268 for four in 84 overs (Rish-
av Das 70, Parviz Aziz 88, Ri-
yan Parag 40 batting, Amit
Sinha 51 batting) vs Tripura.

At Bhubaneshwar: Odisha 256
in 68.1 overs (Govinda Poddar
39, Subhransu Senapati 87, Su-
jit Lenka 46, Ankit Rajpoot
three for 61, Yash Dayal three
for 62) vs Uttar Pradesh 42 for
onein 18 overs.
At Porvorim: Goa 216 for two
in 90 overs (Sumiran Amonkar
69 batting, Amogh Desai 43,
Sagun Kamat 57, Amit Verma
37 batting) vs Jammu & Kash-
mir.
At Lahli: Haryana 81in 41.3 ov-
ers (S.G. Rohilla 36, H.J. Rana
25, Ajay Yadav four for 24, Ra-
hul Shukla three for 24) vs
Jharkhand 120 for six in 32 ov-
ers (A.H. Hooda four for 32).
At Jaipur: Services 228 in 64.5
overs (Aanshul Gup-
ta 54, Rajat Paliwal
26, Rahul Singh
Gahlaut 28, Vikas
Hathwala 49, Nitin
Tanwar 26, A.V.
Choudhary three for
59, T.M. Haq four for
61) vs Rajasthan 45
for one in 17 overs.
Plate: At Jorhat:
Arunachal Pradesh 220 in 66.2
overs (Doria 34, Kshitiz Sharma
49, Akhilesh Sahani 65, Kam-
sha Yangfo 48, Taruwar Kohli
three for 62, Sinan three for
66) vs Mizoram 92 for three in
22.4 overs (Akhil Rajput 57).
At Sovima: Nagaland 179 in
52.5 overs (R. Jonathan 86,
Tahmeed 33, Ishwar Chaudhary
four for 65, B.B. Sharma three
for 46) vs Sikkim 120 for five in
35 overs (Milind 78 batting,
Pawan Suyal five for 34).
At Puducherry: Puducherry
269 for seven in 90 overs (M.
Viknesh 27, Paras Dogra 101, D.
Rohit 61 batting, Abhishek
Nayar 57) vs Meghalaya.
At Dehradun: Manipur 137 in
42 overs (P. Prafullomani 32,
Yashpal Singh 38, D. Dhapola
seven for 50) vs Uttarakhand
123 for five in 46 overs (Karan-
veer Kaushal 45, Vineet Saxena
27, Bishworijit three for 41).

IAAF drops
qualification
system for
Worlds

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI
A few weeks after an-
nouncing that the qualifi-
cation system for next
year’s World Champion-
ships in Doha would be
based on world rankings,
the TAAF has now gone
back to its existing entry
standards-based system.
This will be a big relief
for Indian athletes.

Athletes can now qualify
for the Doha Worlds by
achieving the entry stan-
dard within the qualifica-
tion period (Sept. 7, 2018 to
Sept. 6, 2019 for most
events) or by winning the
area championship in all
individual events (except
marathon) or by wild card
(reigning world champion,
IAAF Diamond winner
etc).

For relays, the 2019
TAAF World Relays (top 12
in mixed 4x400m and top
eight in other relays) in Yo-
kohama and the rest from
top lists will be considered
(total 16 teams).

The IAAF Council will
approve the entry stan-
dards in Monaco on De-
cember 3 and 4.

Sebastian Coe, the IAAF
president, said that though
the world rankings are the
best way to qualify for ma-
jor championships, the
athletes need to fully un-
derstand the complex sys-
tem which takes time.

Hamilton win gives Mercedes the title

Kimi Raikkonen finishes third on his 150th start for Ferrari

BRAZILIAN GP

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SAO PAULO

New five-time World cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton steered
his Mercedes to a nail-biting
victory in Sunday’s Brazilian
Grand Prix, a triumph that
clinched the constructors’
championship for a fifth
consecutive season for the
team.

The 33-year-old Briton
took advantage of a collision
that cost Max Verstappen
the lead in the closing stages
to regain the initiative and
then hung on with worn
tyres as the Red Bull came
home second.

Kimi Raikkonen finished
third on his 150th start for
Ferrari ahead of Daniel Ric-
ciardo in the second Red
Bull, Valtteri Bottas in the se-
cond Mercedes and Sebas-
tian Vettel who came home
sixth for Ferrari.

The result ended Ferrari’s
hopes of stopping Mercedes’
title triumph, brought Ha-
milton his 10th win of the
year and the 72nd of his ca-
reer.

The results (top-10): 1. Lewis

Cup of joy overflows: Lewis Hamilton celebrates with the Mercedes team. =arp

Hamilton (Mercedes)
1h27m09.066s, 2. Max Ver-
stappen (Red Bull) +1.469s, 3.
Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)
+4.764, 4. Daniel Ricciardo (Red
Bull) +5.193, 5. Valtteri Bottas
(Mercedes) +22.943, 6. Sebas-
tian Vettel (Ferrari) +26.997, 7.

Charles Leclerc (Sauber)
+44.199, 8. Romain Grosjean
(Haas) +51.230, 9. Kevin Mag-
nussen (Haas) +52.857, 10. Ser-
gio Perez (Force India) + 1 lap.

Standings: Drivers: 1. Hamilton
383 points, 2. Vettel 302, 3.
Raikkonen 251, 4. Bottas 237, 5.

Verstappen 234, 6. Ricciardo
158, 7. Nico Hulkenberg 69, 8.
Perez 58, 9. Magnussen 55, 10.
Alonso 50, 11. Ocon 49, 12.
Sainz Jr 45, 13. Grosjean 35, 14.
Leclerc 33, 15. Gasly 29, 16.
Vandoorne 12, 17. Ericsson 9,
18. Stroll 6, 19. Hartley 4, and

20. Sirotkin 1.

Constructors: 1. Mercedes 620
points, 2. Ferrari 553, 3. Red
Bull 392, 4. Renault 114, 5. Haas
90, 6. McLaren 62, 7. Racing
Point Force India 48, 8. Sauber
42, 9. Toro Rosso-Honda 33, 10.
Williams 7.
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m ACROSS
1 Note phases that go awry and
deform (8)
5 Fellow at previous slot is a
fanatic (6)
9 Military man, in short, loused
up without any limit. It's real!
7)
10 In Chennai, vet yesterday
showed unworldliness (7)

11 Cadet up to create a political
upheaval (4,5)

12 Influence contact badly
without transfer certificate
(3,2)

13 Relative loses head in frequent
hangout spot (4)

14 Law enforcement officer Nick
at centre stops fighter with
stick (9)

17 Small journal involved in
wrongdoing and disorderly
struggle (9)

19 Nothing to write, Frank? (4)

23 Silly persons look back in
empty garage (5)

24 "All working days, so didn't
start out. Didn't mean to
insult you" (2,7)

25 Work in proper plan to finally
display full array (7)

26 'Metallic element' in one red
leader's local language, say
7)

27 Laid-back American for long is
passive (6)

28 Contemptible animal to carry
goods extremely
lackadaisically (8)

= DOWN

1 Wise men, one can turn into a
trickster (8)

(set by Gridman)

2 It's new — finally you in one
month getting capital (3,4)

3 Bob, say, is one overwhelmed
by hard over (6)

4 With such riches, one need not
be 28 (6,2,5)

6 Lively lady, we hear, found a
match (8)

7 | surrender, welcoming leader
of Tamils with a summer
brew (4,3)

8 Female leaves cooking,
beginning to childishly
weeping (6)

10 Not an excuse a presentable
person will offer (7,2,4)

15 Sort of mouth to which a
dentist needn't say 'Ahh’
(4-4)

16 Turn devious yes-men take
around lake is improper (8)

18 Work in Swachh Bharat
mission and win big (5,2)

20 Basket presented by girl in the
dock (7)

21 A page's served communal
meals (6)

22 Proceeding without head to
take folios in near future (6)

SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12469
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Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku

FAITH

The ideal messenger

Hanuman emerges as a symbol of all that is considered ideal
and perfect as far as human attainments are concerned from
Valmiki’s rendering of the Sundara Kanda. Rama is quick to
assess Hanuman’s sastra jnana and atma jnana even at the
outset during their first meeting in the Kishkinta Kanda,
pointed out Sri B. Damodhara Dikshitar in a discourse. No
wonder Rama handpicks Hanuman as His envoy when the
search for Sita is undertaken by the monkeys under Sugri-
va’s orders. Hanuman first accomplishes the extraordinary
feat of crossing the 100 yojana length of ocean by flying
across it. He tackles each of the hurdles that come his way
with good judgment, tact, discretion and valour.

After landing in Lanka he begins to search the beautiful
city that has been so perfectly planned and constructed by
Ravana. As he enters Ravana’s palace and searches for Sita
in the women’s apartments, he is compelled to see the many
wives of Ravana asleep with dishevelled hair and clothes.
Would this be considered a sinful act and would it affect his
vow of celibacy, he wonders. He therefore examines the
state of his mind dispassionately and realises that it is abso-

lutely unaffected.

He then sees Sita in Asoka Vana and, observing her dis-
traught state, is careful and chooses to approach her by sing-
ing the Rama Katha. He then hands over Rama’s signet ring
to her, assures her that Rama would soon release her from
captivity and receives from her the Chudamani. He is the
epitome of humility, but knows when to proclaim his valour
as when he seeks audience with Ravana to assess the ene-
my’s strength and strategy. Rama Himself is astonished at
the way Hanuman has gone beyond the call of duty to ac-
complish his mission in Lanka.
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Nakamura eyes a double; Aronian
hungry to make amends

Praggnanandhaa replaces Nihal Sarin in blitz format

TATA STEEL CHESS

RAKESH RAO
KOLKATA

For three days, those throng-
ing the Satyajit Ray Auditori-
um at the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR)
here have witnessed very
thrilling rapid action from
some of finest exponents of
world chess.

Over the next two days,
even more exciting ‘blink-
and-you-miss-it” action is on
offer when 18 rounds, under
blitz format, are played in
the $40,000 Tata Steel chess
tournament.

Under this format, the
players begin with five mi-
nutes of thinking time (on
their side of the chess-clock)
for a game. For each move
made, three seconds get ad-
ded to players’ time.

Again, Hikaru Nakamura
begins as the favourite. Hav-
ing justified his ranking of
being World No. 2 in the ra-
pid format, he now trains his
eyes on a likely double. After
all, he is World No. 3 in blitz.

Generally, a top-class
player in the classical time-
format is considered formid-

Zeel gets
past Ozeki

SPECIAL CORRESPONENT
MUZAFFARNAGAR

Zeel Desai found her way
past Michika Ozeki of Japan
6-3, 7-6(2) in the Bhavna
Swarup $25,000 ITF wo-
men’s tennis tournament
on the grass courts of the
Services Club on Monday.

In the pre-quarterfinals,
Zeel will play the winner of
the match between fourth
seed Tereza Mihalikova of
Slovakia and qualifier Jen-
nifer Luikham.

National junior cham-
pion Humera Shaik was
blown off the court by the
Asian Games gold medal-
list Aldila Sutjiadi of Indo-
nesia.

Later, Aldiila and Dan Ni

Wang of China beat third
seeds Karin Kennel of Swit-
zerland and Melanie
Klaffner of Austria in the
doubles pre-quarterfinals.
The results: (First round): Hi-
toko Kuwata (Jpn) bt Albina
Khabibulina (Uzb) 6-2, 6-1;
Sowjanya Bavisetti bt Snehal
Mane 6-2, 6-0; Aldila Sutjiadi
(Ina) bt Humera Begum Shaik
6-0, 6-0; Viktoria Morvayova
(Svk) bt Ksenia Palkina (Kgz)
6-4, 6-4; Anna Siskova (Cze) bt
Sai Dedeepya 6-2, 6-0; Sarah-
Rebecca Sekulic (Ger) bt Na-
tasha Palha 6-2, 7-6(2); Zeel
Desai bt Michika Ozeki (Jpn)
6-3,7-6(2).
Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
Natalija Kostic (Srb) & Tereza
Mihalikova (Svk) bt Prerna
Bhambri & Rishika Sunkara 6-2,
6-4; Aldila Sutjiadi (Ina) & Dan
Ni Wang (Chn) bt Karin Kennel
(Sui) & Melania Klaffner (Aut)
6-4, 7-5; Anna Makhorkina
(Rus) & Natasha Palha bt Avika
Sagwal & Aayushi 6-1, 6-0.

Looking ahead: Levon Aronian, who narrowly missed out on the rapid crown, will look to make
it upin the blitz event. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

able in rapid, too. However,
given the slim margin for er-
ror in blitz, reputations are
made or marred in every
event. So far, the only excep-
tion is a consistent Magnus
Carlsen, who tops the world
lists in all three formats.
Fourth ranked Levon Aro-
nian has an added reason to
gun for the blitz title after

narrowly missing out on the
rapid crown last evening.

Disappointment was writ
large on the face of this oth-
erwise flamboyant Arme-
nian when he reflected on
tied-second performance in
rapid.

“Generally, it feels better
to play badly on the first day
and recovering in the end. I

Breaking barriers
Anastasia style

Y.B. SARANGI
KOLKATA

The need for women to
break barriers, deeply-root-
ed in traditional mindset, is
a necessity in most part of
the globe and Russian Olym-
pic bronze medallist Anasta-
sia Beliakova stands as a
symbol of change in her
country because of the pow-
er in her punches.

The 25-year-old, who is in
Delhi to take part in the up-
coming World women’s box-
ing championships, may
have become a household
name in Russia, following
her bronze medal winning
performance in women’s
lightweight category, but
she is still a little girl for her
adoring grandmother.

Her grandmother was not
pleased when Anastasia
took up boxing as a 14-year-
old. Even now, her grand-
mother worries about Anas-
tasia’s health whenever she
leaves home for any
competition.

So, did the Olympic me-
dal make her grandmother
happy?

“Of course, she was hap-
py, but not completely be-
cause I had some injuries.
My grandmother doesn’t
care about what medal I
bring home. She is only con-
cerned about my health.

“My family is satisfied,
but worry about my flights
to different countries,” said
Anastasia, who was taken to
hospital after seriously in-
juring her left elbow during

Anastasia Beliakova.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the 2016 Olympics semifi-
nals bout against eventual
champion Estelle Mossely in
Rio de Janeiro.

Anastasia was happy to
have earned the respect of
the boys she trained with. “I
used to go for skiing. Tried
boxing there and my coach
said I had the calibre. I con-
tinued with boxing because
boys around me started res-
pecting me for being a girl
who can do boxing.”

Anastasia feels there is
still a big gap between men
and women’s boxing. “Girls
are much weaker than boys
(physically) and women’s
boxing is a little different.
The opinion is 50-50 — some
people respect women box-
ing and think women are
powerful and some still
think that girls don’t have to
be in the sport of boxing,”
said Anastasia.

had two good days and then,
I didn’t play the best chess.
Generally, +2 (the difference
between number of games
won and lost) is a decent
score but I was hoping for
more. But now, I'll have to
pass on my ambitions to the
blitz portion of the
tournament.”

Among the Indians, the

Ankita loses
to Hibino

SPORTS BUREAU
TAIPEI

Ankita Raina was beaten 7-
6(6), 6-1 by Nao Hibino of
Japan in the first round of
the $125,000 WTA tourna-
ment on Monday.

The results: $125,000 WTA,
Taipei: First round: Nao Hibi-
no (Jpn) bt Ankita Raina 7-6
(6), 6-1.

Qualifying singles (second
and final round): Zhang Yux-
uan (Chn) bt Karman Kaur
Thandi 6-2, 6-2.

$15,000 ITF men, Meshref,
Kuwait: First round: Dhruv
Sunish bt Anze Arh (Slo) 6-3,
6-4.

$15,000 ITF women, Nontha-
buri, Thailand: Doubles (pre-
quarterfinals): Patcharin
Cheapchandej (Tha) & Yi Tsen
Cho (Tpe) bt Kanyanut Sud-
saard (Tha) & Aaliya Ebrahim
6-0, 6-0.

Perry makes
merry

new peLur Matthew Perry
smashed eight goals in po-
wering Sahara Warriors to
a10-6 victory over LA Pega-
sus Polo in a league match
of the Sir Pratap Singh Cup
14-goal polo tournament.
The results (league): Sahara
Warriors 10 (Matthew Perry
8, Ravi Rathore, Salim Azmi)
bt LA Pegasus Polo 6 (Samir
Suhag 3, Dhananjay Singh 2,
Siddhant Sharma).

Jindal Panther/Garcha
Lions 8 (Simran Shergill 4,
Akshai Malik 2, Raul Lapa-
cette, Satinder Garcha) bt So-
na Polo 6 (Gerardo Mazzini 3,
Abhimanyu Pathak 2, Sawai
Padmanabh Singh).

Chennai City FC faces the East Bengal test

The host is on a strong footing having won both its North-Eastern ventures

I-LEAGUE

AMITABHA DAS SHARMA
KOLKATA

Current league leader Chen-
nai City FC (CCFC) will be
facing one of the biggest
tests of the I-League when it
comes up against the East
Bengal, here at the Salt Lake
Stadium on Tuesday. A woo-
den-spooner in the previous
two seasons (finishing eighth
in the 10-team league table),
Chennai City FC has evolved
in a big way under its new
coach from Singapore Akbar
Nawaz, who seems to have
infused a high dose of pro-
fessionalism in the side.

Las time the two had met
barely nine months ago at
the same venue, East Bengal
had won 7-1 giving CCFC one
the worst defeats in its I-
League existence. “Last
year, we had a different
team. If East Bengal had the
same team, same players
and same mindset, you

CcM
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Good run: Chennai City FCis high on confidence after its recent show. sriLe pHOTO

could base your comparison
on that. But it is a completely
different match as both
teams have new players and
new mindset to go into the
match.” Nawas said.

Coming fresh from beat-
ing the Gokulam FC in Kozhi-
kode, Chennai City is high on
confidence. “We should not
get over the moon with our
performance (two wins and
one draw). In football, situa-

tions can change very soon.
But as professionals we will
look for three points in every
match, does not matter
whether it is in home or
away,” Nawaz said with a
note of cautious optimism. A
lower hamstring injury to
key striker Pedro Manzi may
be worrying Nawaz, who
said Ameerudeen will be the
replacement if the former is
not found fit.

East Bengal is on a equally
strong footing having won
both its North-Eastern ven-
tures (NEROCA and Shillong
Lajong). “We are hoping for
three points tomorrow.
Chennai City is a strong team
being on the top of the table
now. We will try to count on
the advantage of playing at
home,” East Bengal coach
Alejandro Menendez Garcia
said.

reigning World champion-
ship bronze medallist Viswa-
nathan Anand offers the best
hope. Notwithstanding
Anand’s recent poor form in
the shorter format, none can
discount his abilities of up-
staging higher-rated oppo-
nents.

Vidit Gujarati, ranked
higher than the in-form P.
Hari Krishna, promises a
cause a flutter or two.

Joining the fray is R. Pragg-

nanandhaa. This exciting 13-
year-old replaces another
teen-sensation Nihal Sarin in
the 10-player field. Unlike his
older rivals, this prodigy is
expected to play without
pressure on debut in such an
elite company and pull off
surprises.
The players (with country, blitz
ratings, world rankings): 1. Hi-
karu Nakamura (USA, 2893, 3),
2. Levon Aronian (Armenia,
2854, 4), 3. Sergey Karjakin
(Russia, 2836, 6), 4. Shakhriyar
Mamedyarov (Azerbaijan,
2808, 9), 5. Viswanathan
Anand (India, 2786, 11), 6. Wes-
ley So (USA, 2771, 16), 7. Vidit
Gujarati (India, 2726, 29), 8. P.
Hari Krishna (India, 2706, 41),
9. Surya Shekhar Ganguly (In-
dia, 2547), 10. R. Praggnanand-
haa (India, 2336).

Raider Rajput is talk of town

He sent out five U Mumba players in a great move

PKL

NANDAKUMAR MARAR
MUMBAI

Coming on a substitute for
Gujarat Fortune Giants, Ma-
hendra Rajput earned seven
points in a single raid, un-
derlining his name for pull-
ing off the most valuable fo-
ray into the rival half in
ProKabaddi Mumbai leg so
far.

He sent out five U Mumba
players (Iranian ace Fazel
Atrachali, Rohit Rana, Vinod
Kumar, Siddharth Desai and
Darshan Kadian) in one
twisting move, balancing bo-
dyweight on both hands
when falling, stretching out
to touch the centerline re-
sulting in an all-out.

Teammates celebrate
GFG teammates watching
him wriggle out of trouble in
a display of power and pre-
sence of mind, leapt in joy
and embraced him for the
seven points (SRP+ 2A0).
The raider explained: “I
was one of the substitutes
and on the bench when the
coach sent me in, explaining
what was expected from me.
Sitting out is difficult, but at
the same time we observe
opponents and become fa-
miliar with their game.
“Going on the raid, I tried

=
Mahendra Rajput.
= VIVEK BENDRE

to execute the moves we do
in training. Five players get-
ting out in one raid is the
first time for me, Teammates
were happy.

A couple of U Mumba
players I met later at the
prize distribution also ap-
preciated the effort.”

This burst remains the
talking point as kabaddi
takes a break after three hec-
tic days at the NSCI stadium.
GFG won the Zone A tie 38-
36 on their only appearance
in Mumbai and travel to Ah-
medabad to host the home
leg.

Raid points are difficult to
score in the sixth season,

catchers are bolder and
sharper in taking calculated
risks to trap attackers, or dis-
miss them with a shove. No
PKL raider, however huge
his reputation or large his
signing fee, is able to escape
their clutches.

Stand-out feat

Rajput’s feat stands out in a
competition where tackling
is deciding match outcomes.
“U Mumba is a top team and
defence is good. We try to re-
plicate in matches what is
taught in training,” said the
State Reserve Police Force
(SRPF) employee from Dhu-
lia district, Maharashtra.

Praise for the match-de-
fining raid came from rival
captain Atrachali, whose
surge from the left corner
and a two-handed thigh
hold triggered a reflex res-
ponse from the raider.

“We made only one big
mistake and it cost us (the
match). I take responsibility,
my tackle led to it. I was a
great game and these things
happen.”

Rajput played for Bengal
Warriors in first four PKL
seasons, then a switch in
2017 to GFG which qualified
for the final. He is among
four players retained by
coach Manpreet Singh,
whose surprise weapon is
now the talk of the town.

Rishabh stuns Jagmeet; Aditi survives

SPORTS BUREAU
CHANDIGARH

Qualifier Rishabh Sharda

beat second seed Jagmeet

Singh 7-5, 6-4 in the men’s
first round of the 100,000
AITA-ranking tennis tourna-
ment at the CLTA Complex
on Monday. In the women’s
section, Aditi Singh reco-

vered from the brink of de-

feat to beat Sukhmani Sahota
1-6, 7-6(10), 6-2.

The results (first round): Men:
Paramveer Bajwa bt Aayush

Mintri 6-2, 6-0.

Shashikant Rajput bt K.S.
Dheeraj 7-6(3), 6-0; Ominder
Baisoya bt Varun Sharma 6-1,
6-3; Vilasier Khate bt Neeraj
Yashpaul 6-1, 6-4; Sultan Singh
Atwal bt Shivam Dalmia 7-6(2),
6-4; Bharat Bhardwaj bt Simar-
veer Singh 6-2, 6-4.

Eklavya Singh bt Rhythm
Malhtora 7-5, 6-4; Bharat Nish-
ok Kumaran bt Parav Dev Garg
6-2, 6-0; Calvin Golmei bt
Harshdeep Singh Sandhu 4-6,
6-2, 6-4; Ranjeet Singh bt Har-
shit Yadav 6-2, 6-2; Udayan

Bhakar bt Hemant Kumar 6-0,
6-1; Digvijay Singh Mehta bt Sa-
wan Malik 7-5, 6-1; Shubham
Malhotra bt Uday Jyoti Das 6-1,
6-1; Keneisezotuo Whourie bt
Yuvraj Singh 7-6(4), 7-6(5); Mo-
hit Bhardwaj bt Harshom Gupta
4-6, 6-4, 6-0; Rishabh Sharda
bt Jagmeet Singh 7-5, 6-4.

Women: Seerat Kaur Pannu bt
Vrinda Sharma 6-1, 6-0; Sara
Yadav bt Ashpreet Kaur Bajwa
6-4, 6-4; Amrita Yadav bt
Amanjot Kaur 6-4, 6-1; Himaan-
shika bt Adity Dogra 6-0, 6-0;
Anaam Almas bt Priya Nayak

6-0, 6-2; Gayatri Kumariah bt
Aashi Kapoor 6-1, 6-4; Aditi
Singh bt Sukhmani Sahota 1-6,
7-6(10), 6-2.

Neha Ghare bt Shilpi Swaru-
pa Das 6-3, 6-1; Prinkle Singh bt
Harleen Kaur 6-3, 2-6, 7-5; Pri-
yanka Rodricks bt Princy Pan-
chall 6-4, 6-0; Gurleen Singh
bt Kanishka Gowthaman 6-3,
6-3; Kaavya Sawhney bt Alisha
Menon 3-6, 6-2, 6-1; Prakriti
Banwani bt Apeksha Divedi 6-2,
6-1; Siimarjeet Kaur bt Mrinalini
Sharma 6-3, 6-2; Anupreet Bedi
bt Sharanya Shetty 6-2, 6-0.
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Report sees climate risk
from rise in Indian AC units

Refrigerants are the major contributors to global warming

Marie Antoinette’s
jewels to be auctioned
GENEVA

Marie Antoinette's dazzling
diamonds and pearls, unseen
in public for two centuries,
will go on sale in Geneva on
Wednesday in what is being
billed as one of the most
important royal jewellery
auctions in history. The
jewels were whisked out of
Paris in 1791 as King Louis
XVI, his queen and their
children escaped during the
French Revolution. arp

China postpones lifting
ban on rhino, tiger parts
BEIJING

China appeared to backtrack
on a controversial decision to
lift a ban on trading tiger
bones and rhinoceros horns,
saying it has been postponed,
state media reported on
Monday. It had announced
last month that it would
allow the sale of rhino and
tiger products under “special
circumstances”. arp

Aerosmith’s Joe Perry
rushed to hospital

NEW YORK

Rock band Aerosmith's
guitarist Joe Perry was rushed
to hospital after performing
with Billy Joel at the Madison
Square Garden here. He
experienced shortness of
breath and was shifted to a
hospital. He is alert and
responsive, doctors said. 1ans

Filmmaker writes to Prasoon Joshi, contests A certificate by

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

By 2022, India is expected to
have a fourth of the world’s
air conditioning units, and
the risks to climate from this
could be immense, accord-
ing to a report.

The refrigerants used for
cooling are the major con-
tributors to global warming,
and if left unchecked, they
could cause global tempera-
tures to rise by 0.5 degrees
Celsius.

The Department of
Science and Technology and
the Ministry of Power among
others, on Monday an-
nounced a partnership with
the Rocky Mountain Insti-
tute (RMI), a U.S.-based insti-
tute, and Conservation X
Labs, a technology solutions
company, to institute a Glo-
bal Cooling Prize to motivate
research laboratories across
the world to develop highly
efficient cooling
technologies.

A technology solution that
could help to reduce the im-
pact by one-fifth and ensure
that air conditioning units

Checks needed: A technology solution to ensure that AC units
use 75% less electricity is the need of the hour. =n. sriDHARAN

use 75% less electricity
would be needed, says Solv-
ing the Global Cooling Chal-
lenge, a report written by the
Rocky Mountain Institute.

A technology solution
would not only significantly
reduce the burden on elec-
tricity grids but also save
2109 trillion ($ 1.5 trillion).

Phasing out HFC

In 2016, India was a signato-
ry to a compact of 107 coun-
tries to “substantially phase”
out a potent greenhouse gas,
called hydrofluorocarbons
(HFC), by 2045 and move to
prevent a potential 0.5 C rise

in global temperature by
2050. HFCs are a family of
gases that are largely used in
refrigerants at home and in
car air-conditioners.

However, they substan-
tially worsen global warm-
ing. India, China, the United
States and Europe have com-
mitted themselves to reduc-
ing the use of HFC by 85% by
2045.

“I urge innovators to rise
to this global challenge to de-
velop a super-efficient tech-
nology, which provides ac-
cess to affordable cooling to
people around the world,”
Union Environment Minister

Harsh Vardhan said at a
function to launch the prize.
“We need to mitigate the
risks of global warming that
will follow the massive de-
ployment of ACs in the near
future.”

Over 221 crore ($3 million)
will be awarded over the
course of the two-year com-
petition. Up to 10 short-listed
competing technologies will
be awarded up to 1.4 crore
($200,000) each in interme-
diate prizes to support the
design and prototype deve-
lopment of their innovative
residential cooling technolo-
gy designs. The winning
technology will be awarded
at least 37 crore ($1 million)
to support its incubation and
early-stage commercialisa-
tion, according to a press
statement.

Under a business-as-usual
growth trajectory, about 4.5
billion room air-conditioners
are estimated to be installed
by 2050 — a nearly four-fold
jump from today’s installed
base, with emerging econo-
mies observing a five-fold in-
crease, the report says.

Manipuri man on cycle tour to save deer

Sangai, a brow antlered deer endemic to State, is under threat from poachers

IBOYAIMA LAITHANGBAM
IMPHAL
With an aim to spread aware-
ness about the importance
of protecting ‘Sangai’, a
brow antlered deer endemic
to Manipur, a local cyclist on
Monday embarked on a
State-wide bicycle tour.
There are less than 260
deer in its natural habitat,
the 40 sq. km. Keibul Lam-
jao national park, about 65

km from State capital
Imphal.
Mr. Phuritsabam said,

“Last year, I was shocked to
read a news story about a
poacher hunting down a
brow antlered deer and rel-
ishing the venison during
the Sangai festival. Manipur
government organises the
festival every year to pro-
mote tourism and create
awareness about the deer”.

On Sunday, wildlife enthu-
siasts staged a sit-in protest
against the killing of a tigress
and an Amur Falcon in Ta-
menglong district of Mani-
pur. The activists said that
they will continue agitations
till the poachers are arrested
and booked.

Each year, thousands of
Amur Falcons visit the
northeast. They make a
landfall in Manipur and Na-

galand. The tribals of Ta-
menglong district play host
to the visiting birds since
they eat up insects that des-
troy paddy fields.

While the falcons were a
common sight earlier, their
numbers have decimated of
late, mainly due to poaching.

The winged visitors are
now openly hunted down
and sold in the markets of
the district.

“Graphic novels give a push
“to Bengals dying folk arts

Three books were published in Bengali and English in 2018

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

Pintu, a teenager from Mur-
shidabad, is in awe to hear
the history of Raibenshe, a
folk martial dance from
south Bengal, from Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore, while
Tito, a boy from Kolkata, is
surprised to learn that be-
hind the Chhau masks are
real people dancing.

These children are the
characters from graphic no-
vels brought out by the West
Bengal government, the UN-
ESCO and Banglanatk.com,
to promote traditional crafts
of the State. In a unique in-
itiative, three such graphic
novels have been published
on three different art forms
of the State, both in Bengali
and English in 2018.

The graphic story on the
Purulia’s famous Chhau
dance is called Experiencing
Chhau (Dekhe Elam Chhau)
while the book on Rai-
benshe is called Raibenshe
Rocks (Ajo Aache Rai-
benshe). The third publica-
tion is on the little known
puppetry from Nadia titled
The tale of a lost leg ( Hara-
no Payer Kissa).

Engaging young readers
“These graphic novels are
part of our efforts to pro-
mote cultural industries in
different parts of the State

Art forms: (Clockwise from top) A page from the graphic novel
on Raibenshe; an inside view from the book on Chhau; a
compilation of covers of various publications. =sanGLANATK.COM

under the project Rural
Crafts & Cultural Hubs,
which is supported by De-
partment of Micro Small and
Medium Enterprises and
UNESCO,” said Ananya Bhat-
tacharya, director of Bangla-
natak.com, a social enter-
prise working with artisans
across different States of the
country.

Ms. Bhattacharya said
that the idea behind the pu-
blication is to engage young

minds so that they become
aware about folk tradition of
the State.

“These graphic stories or
short novels, whatever you
call them, are not more than
50 pages and are designed
with lots of colourful sketch-
es to engage young readers.
While the characters are fic-
tional, it has been our effort
to pack as much information
about the folk art forms as
possible in these stories,”

Ashvin Kumar says it has become a trend of sorts to dish out such certification on frivolous grounds for films the State wants to restrict

A still from No Fathers in Kashmir.

The man who
‘married’ a hologram

Mother, kin stay away from ceremony

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TOKYO

Akihiko Kondo’s mother
refused an invitation to her
only son’s wedding in To-
kyo this month, but per-
haps that isn’t such a sur-
prise: he was marrying a
hologram.

“For mother, it wasn’t
something to celebrate,”
said the soft-spoken 35-
year-old, whose “bride” is
a virtual reality singer
named Hatsune Miku.

In fact, none of Mr. Kon-
do’s relatives attended his
wedding to Miku — an ani-
mated 16-year-old with
saucer eyes and lengthy
aquamarine pigtails — but
that didn’t stop him from
spending two million yen
($17,600) on a formal cere-
mony at a Tokyo hall.

Around 40  guests
watched as he tied the knot
with Miku, present in the
form of a cat-sized stuffed
doll. “I never cheated on
her, I've always been in
love with Miku-san”.

“I've  been thinking
about her every day,” he
added.

Since March, Mr. Kondo
has been living with a mov-

CM
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= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

NAMRATA JOSHI
MUMBAI
After facing delay at the Cen-
tral Board of Film Certifica-
tion and eventually getting
an “A” certificate with cuts
for his latest film No Fathers
in Kashmir, filmmaker Ash-
vin Kumar has now written
an open letter to the CBFC
chairperson Prasoon Joshi,
contesting the “A” certificate,
highlighting several
concerns.

The letter was sent to Mr.
Joshi on Saturday; two pre-
vious official communica-

tions by the filmmaker to
him are said to have gone
unresponded.

Mr. Kumar claims that his
film falls within the guide-
lines for a “U” certificate as
per the law of the land and
has urged Mr. Joshi to see the
film himself so that he can be
spared the time, expense
and trauma of going through
the Film Certification Appel-
late Tribunal (FCAT) appeal
and legal proceedings.

According to Mr. Kumar, it
has become a trend of sorts
to dish out “A” certificates on

frivolous grounds for films
the State wants to restrict. “It
has less to do with indicating
unsuitability for children
and more with helping CBFC
avoid bad press of an out-
right ban,” he writes.

A family story

No Fathers in Kashmir is a
coming-of-age story about
two sixteen-year-olds expe-
riencing first-love and heart-
break. “But in the world-
view of CBFC, sixteen-year-
old Indians are not allowed
to watch it,” he writes. The

film is a work of fiction on
themes of forgiveness and
hope and has no sex, vio-
lence, vulgarity, nudity nor
drug abuse. “It talks about
the dilemmas of family,
psychological and social, and
particularly of women -
mothers, wives, daughters —
upon whom the weight of
conflict falls the hardest,” he
writes.

He states that having spent
time making films with teen-
agers across the country, he
is persuaded that it is this
generation of millennials,

who could be the real harbin-
gers of change, further un-
derscoring the irony in CBFC
denying them the right to in-
formation by granting “A”
certificate to the film.

“The kids are exposed to
all kinds of grisly content on
air, but a tasteful and
nuanced take like mine gets
treated this way,” he said on
a phone call to The Hindu.

In the letter, Mr. Kumar al-
so points that in the case of
Pankaj Butalia’s film on stone
pelting in Kashmir — The Tex-
tures of Loss — in which the

Ranjan Sen, author of these
publications said.

These graphic novels are
being distributed to children
through school outreach
programmes, fairs and
festivals.

There are plans to publish
more novels and a book on
Baul singers is in the offing.
Mr. Bhattacharya said that
under the initiative, work is
underway on 15 different
crafts of the State.

CBFC

facts are almost similar to
that of No Fathers in Kash-
mir, the High Court of Delhi
converted the “A” rating to
“U”. He also points out that
CBFC had previously award-
ed a U/A certificate to the film
Haider.

He wants the CBFC to have
a mandatory legal expert on
its committee to help reduce
the number of appeals and
avoid financial losses and
trauma faced by filmmakers
due to delays. The Hindu has
reached out to Mr. Joshi and
is awaiting his response.

Akihiko Kondo posing next
to a hologram of Hatsune
Miku as he holds a doll
version of her. =arp

ing, talking hologram of
Miku that floats in a $2,800
desktop device.

“I'm in love with the
whole concept of Hatsune
Miku but I got married to
the Miku of my house,” he
said, looking at the blue im-
age glowing in a capsule.

He considers himself an
ordinary married man —
his holographic wife wakes
him up each morning and
sends him off to his job as
an administrator at a
school. In the evening,
when he tells her by cell-
phone that he’s coming
home, she turns on the
lights. Later, she tells him
when it’s time to go to bed.

LABOUR DEPARTMENT, GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
5, SHAM NATH MARG, DELHI-110054

1. The Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in SLP No. 26185-26228/2018,
in case titled as GNCT of Delhi Vs Flt. Lt. Rajan Dhall Charitable Trust :
and Others etc. in the matter of Minimum Wages, has directed the La-:

PUBLIC NOTICE

bour Department to do the wage fixation/revision exercise afresh.

Department has opted for procedure for wage fixation/revision as pro-

on the website of Labour Department i.e. www.labour.delhigovt.nic.in.

of Nutrition (NIN)- Hyderabad from Kendriya Bhandar and also obtained
cost of clothing component from Khadi Gram Udyog.

4. Based on the average prices of food items and clothing component

ments in Delhi, which are:-

P.M.

2. Proposed minimum wages for semi skilled category- Rs. 16,341/-

P.M.

g 4. Proposed minimum wages for non-matriculate- Rs. 16,341/-P.M.
5 Proposed minimum wages for matriculates but not graduates-
Rs. 17,991/-P.M.

:on the website of Labour Department ie. www.labour.delhigovt.nic.in
2. In terms of Hon’ble Supreme Court order dated 31.10.2018, Labour :

§As per section-5(1)(b) of M.W. Act. 1948, suggestions/views /inputs/

vided u/s-5(1)(b) of M.W. Act, 1948. Accordingly, a Price Collection : comments are invited on the proposed minimum rates of wages for

Committee of 4-officers namely Joint Labour Commissioner- Sh. Lallan : gtferent categories from public which includes workers, trade unions,

Singh, Assistant Labour Commissioner - Sh. Amardeep, Labour Of-: employers associations,

ficer - Sh. Shashi Bhushan and Inspecting Officer - Sh. Manish Kumar : of commerce. NGOs. members of civic societv. The same mav be
Thakur has been constituted with the approval of competent authori- : ' ’ Y. y

ty which has been notified vide order No. F.140/Addl.L.C./Lab./Action/ ; Mailed to dedicated email i.e. addic.nw@delhi.gov.in. Suggestions/

CWP-8125/2018/273 dated 06.11.2018, information has been uploaded : Views/inputs/comments etc. can also be sent through mail (hard copy)

:addressed to Dr. Rajender Dhar, Addl. Labour Commissioner, Labour

3. The said committee carried out market survey on 10.11.2018 and : Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 5-Sham Nath Marg, Delhi-110054.

obtained prices of various food items as laid down by National Institute
Suggestions/views/inputs/comments shall be received for a period of two
: months (60 Days) from 12.11.2018 upto 11.01.2019. Suggestions/views/

inputs/comments received after the due date shall not be considered.
and other prescribed percentage of other components i.e. housing, light : 7 g,gqgestions/ views/ inputs/ comments/ representation etc. so received

& fuel and Education/social obligation etc. following proposed rates of% shall be placed before the Delhi Minimum Wages Advisory Board which

minimum wages for different categ.orles of workers, supervisory and is being constituted /appointed by the Govt. u/s-7 M.W. Act, 1948 for
clerical staff have been worked out in respect of all scheduled employ- :

: consideration and advising the appropriate Govt. in respect of fixing/

1. Proposed minimum wages for unskilled category: Rs. 14,842/- : revising minimum rates of wages for different categories of workers,

: supervisory and clerical staff.

3. Proposed minimum wages for skilled category- Rs. 17,991/-P.M. DIP/[SHABDARTH/2206/18-19

6. Proposed minimum wages for graduates and above- Rs. 19,572/-
P.M.
5. The said proposed minimum wages rates have already been uploaded

for inviting suggestions/views/inputs/comments from all stake holders.

market associations, various chambers

6. As per the procedure laid down in Section-5(1)(b) of M.W. Act, 1948

Labour Department
Govt. of NCT of Delhi
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Green tribunal
raps CGWA

The NGT directs CGWA

to finalise a policy over
curbing of illegal extraction
of groundwater Page 2
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Death before
celebration

A month before his daughter's
wedding, a man dies at his
residence; cash, jewellery
missing Page 3

Bringing

up dad

With Children’s Day on
Wednesday, Internet-famous

dad James Breakwell has some
‘bare minimum’ tips Page 5
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An Al for
an eye

Google is partnering with Aravind
Eye Hospital on an Al-based
algorithm to detect the early
onset of blindness Page 6
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Verify Ankiv Baisoya's
degree by Nov 20: HC
NEW DELHI

The High Court here on
Monday gave Delhi University
time till November 20 to
verify the authenticity of
Delhi University Students’
Union president Ankiv
Baisoya's bachelors degree
from a university in Tamil
Nadu. Justice C. Hari Shankar
granted more time to DU to
carry out the verification on
the university's request.

CITY » PAGE2

72-year-old murdered,
dumped in bushes

NEW DELHI

A 72-year-old woman was
killed and dumped in bushes
in south-east Delhi's Sarita
Vihar on November 10, the
police said on Monday. The
deceased has been identified
as aretired Textile Ministry
employee, the police said.

»P
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Three-year-old girl brutally
raped, battered to death

Body found in abandoned shop 24 hours after she went missing; no arrests

ASHOK KUMAR

GURUGRAM

A three-year-old girl was bru-
tally raped and battered to
death after she was abduct-
ed from a jhuggi-jhonpri
cluster here on Sunday, the
police said on Monday. The
accused is absconding.

The body of the victim
was found dumped in an
abandoned shop in Badshah-
pur, around two km from the
cluster, on Monday, almost
24 hours after she went
missing.

Lackadaisical attitude
The girl’s uncle said they
called the Police Control
Room at 3.30 p.m. on Sun-
day and visited the Badshah-
pur police station twice, but
a First Information Report
was not registered.

“The PCR personnel told
us to visit the police station.
However, the officer did not
register our complaint. We
went to the police station
again around midnight, but
a senior officer sent us back
saying the case came under
Sector 65 police station,”
said the uncle.

Since the family did not
know the way to Sector 65
police station, running tem-
porarily from a developer’s

4 men abduct, molest
women on Diwali night

Victims were taking a walk near India Gate

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Two women were allegedly
molested after being ab-
ducted by four men in a car
near India Gate, the police
said on Monday. The inci-
dent happened on Novem-
ber 7 (Diwali night) when
the two women were out for
a walk.

The incident was report-
ed on intervening night of
November 8-9. The victims
alleged that they were walk-
ing near India Gate when a
car stopped and three men
forced them inside the vehi-
cle. The abductors drove
around Lutyens’ Delhi for
half an hour before they
were thrown out near Ranjit
Singh flyover. The women
went to the policemen on
picket duty and reported
the ordeal.

“The victims were taken
to Barakhamba police sta-
tion. An FIR under IPC Sec-
tion 354 [molestation] and
365 [abduction] has been
registered against the four
persons. Medical examina-
tion of the victims were
done,” said a senior police
officer.

Statements recorded
The victims have recorded
their statements before a
magistrate, added the offic-
er. “We have formed several
police teams to solve the
case. We are also scanning
CCTV footage of the route to
identify the vehicle used in
the crime,” said the officer.
However, the victims said
that police presence was
high on roads and the car al-
so crossed a barricade but it
was not stopped anywhere.

The body of the victim was found dumped in an abandoned
shop in Badshahpur on Monday. =manoJs kumar

G) The PCR personnel

told us to visit the
police station.
However, the officer
did not register our
complaint

VICTIM'S UNCLE

office in Sector 59, they de-
cided to return home as it
was quite late in the night.

The family called the pol-
ice control room once again
around 8 a.m. on Monday,
after which the police
reached the cluster.

“We were on our way to
Sector 65 police station
when we received a call from
the police informing us that

her body had been found,”
said the uncle.

The girl, the youngest
among four siblings, was
playing outside the jhuggi at
the time of the incident. Her
parents were away for work
around noon when Sunil
(20) allegedly lured her with
a chocolate and %10. The
girl’s brother (12) was inside
the jhuggi.

“My wife works as a dom-
estic help. She found our
daughter missing when she
returned from work around
3 p.m. I returned home after
she informed me,” said the
girl’s father, a construction
worker.

When the children play-
ing with the girl were ques-
tioned, it was found that she
had been abducted by Sunil.

“We caught the family of
Sunil’s sister to prevent them
from escaping. We looked
for the girl for several
hours,” said the father.

Deepak Mathur, who con-
ducted the post-mortem,
told The Hindu that the vic-
tim was subjected to brutali-
ty during rape.

Dr. Mathur said the girl
was hit with a heavy object
and she died due to head in-
juries, trauma and internal
bleeding. .

The girl is suspected to
have died 12-24 hours before
the autopsy was done on
Monday afternoon.

Search team formed
Sector 65 police station SHO
Inspector Satbir Singh said
four teams were formed to
hunt the suspect. Sunil, a re-
sident of Naugaon in Uttar
Pradesh, had come to visit
his sister in the cluster a
week ago, Mr. Singh said.

Gurugram police spokes-
person Subhash Boken de-
nied that the family had
made a PCR call and visited
the Badshahpur police sta-
tion on Sunday.

Not possible to use biometrics
to identify bodies, says UIDAI

‘Matching done on 1:1 basis and Aadhaar number is needed

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI)
told the Delhi High Court on
Monday that it was techni-
cally not possible to match
the fingerprints of an un-
identified body with the bio-
metrics of 120 crore people
stored in its database.

The UIDAI submitted that

matching of biometrics, in-
cluding fingerprints and iris,
is done on an 1:1 basis and
Aadhaar number is required
for it.

HC’s poser

A Bench of Chief Justice Ra-
jendra Menon and Justice
V.K. Rao asked the UIDAI to
bring on record the details
explaining the system as to
why it was not possible to
match the fingerprints in

Pollution menace: CPCB team
holds meeting on WhatsApp

Social media platform was used to discuss matters earlier too

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

What happens when air pol-
lution levels in the Capital
are ‘severe’ but members of
environment watchdog Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board
and others, tasked with
monitoring the situation, are
not in the city to attend a
meeting in which crucial de-
cisions need to be taken im-
mediately?

The meeting takes place
on WhatsApp, the chat shar-
ing social media platform,
that doubles up as a confe-
rence room for urgent, can-
not-wait decisions.

Shift in entry time

That is what happened on
Monday when the 10-mem-
ber Central Pollution Con-
trol Board-led task force
took the decision to lift the
ban on the entry of heavy
vehicles, officials said.

CcM
K

When something is
agreed on and the
other agency gives
their consent to it,
there is something
in writing. This
cannot be done on
the phone

CPCB OFFICIAL

C

The ‘WhatsApp meeting’
on Monday also recom-
mended a shift in the time
slot for the entry of heavy
vehicles into the Capital —
heavy vehicles will now be
able to ply between 6 a.m. to
6 p.m.

WhatsApp is where the
task force met on November
9 too, when the ban on con-
struction activities and the
entry of truck traffic into
Delhi was extended, among
other important interven-
tions.

A senior CPCB official

said, the meeting was urgent
and officials from distant
places would not have been
able to make it on time.

Another reason for using
WhatsApp is that every deci-
sion is in writing and it is
more definitive, he said.

“When something is
agreed on and the other
agency gives their consent to
it, there is something in writ-
ing. This cannot be done on
the phone,” he said.

Due to the deteriorating
air quality of the national
Capital, a ban was imposed
till Monday on the entry of
heavy vehicles, construction
activities and industries us-
ing biomass and coal.

The CPCB-led task force
has been conducting inspec-
tions across the city to check
for violations and has also
been advising authorities on
the necessary actions that
should be taken.

Biometrics data include
fingerprints of Aadhaar
applicant. -

such cases with the Aadhaar
database.

The court was hearing a
petition filed by social acti-
vist Amit Sahni seeking a di-
rection to the Centre and the
UIDAI to utilise Aadhaar bio-
metrics to identify unidenti-
fied bodies.

The court also sought the
reply of the National Crime
Records Bureau, and listed
the matter for February 5.

The petition has sought a
direction to the Centre, the
UIDAI, the NCRB and all
States to scan biometrics of
unidentified bodies and pro-
cess them with Aadhaar por-
tal to trace any pre-existing
biometric details.

Mr. Sahni, an advocate,
submitted that it was possi-
ble to use Aadhaar biomet-
rics to identify the dead, and
even missing persons were
traced through Aadhaar.

The UIDAI counsel said
that for matching biomet-
rics, it required prints of all
the fingers, iris scan and if
they go by only one thumb
print scanning, there are
chances that it would match
with multiple persons.

AAP, BJP indulge in blame game
over Chhath preparations

Govt says 1,000 ghats set up; BJP claims insufficient arrangements

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

A political blame game over
Chhath Puja preparations in
Delhi began on Monday with
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
accusing the BJP of spread-
ing hate towards Purvancha-
lis, while the BJP said the
AAP government was not se-
rious about the festival.

An important festival for
those from Bihar and east-
ern Uttar Pradesh, Chhath
Puja will be celebrated on
Tuesday.

In the run-up to the festiv-
al, the AAP alleged that
those associated with the
BJP had attacked Purvancha-
lis.

Addressing a press confe-
rence, AAP spokesperson
and South Delhi Lok Sabha
incharge for the party Ragh-
av Chadha said “BJP goons”
had assaulted BJP’s own Pur-
vanchal wing office-bearer
and municipality election
candidate Chandan Kumar
Choudhary.

“On Sunday night [No-
vember 11], the people who
were preparing for Chhath
Puja at Asthal Mandir in De-
oli Assembly constituency,
including the BJP Purvan-
chal wing office-bearer, were
attacked by people from the
BJP,” said Mr. Chadha.

This was the second such
incident, he said, referring
to an incident in October
where Mr. Choudhary had
alleged that he and his sup-
porters were attacked by BJP

AAP leader Raghav Chadha
addresses a press
conference on Monday.

= SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

South Delhi MP Ramesh Bid-
huri’s supporters at the Run
for Unity event.

“If the BJP is attacking its
own Purvanchali leader,
what will they do to ordinary
Purvanchalis in Delhi. The
puja samiti was being asked
to invite the South Delhi MP
for Chhath Puja and when
they declined, they were at-
tacked,” said Mr. Chadha.

He added that the BJP had
been “given the love” of peo-
ple in Bihar and Uttar Pra-
desh, referring to the 2014
Lok Sabha elections, but
now was attacking Purvan-
chalis. Mr. Chadha said that
Delhi Police had failed to file
an FIR in the incident.

When asked for com-
ment, Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(South) Vijayanta Arya said,
“We have received the com-
plaint and it is being en-
quired into”.

Meanwhile, the Delhi BJP
accused the AAP govern-
ment of failing to prepare for

Chhath Puja adequately. In a
statement, Delhi BJP presi-
dent Manoj Tiwari said the
government’s claim that it
had set up 1,000 Chhath
ghats was not true. He said
“not a single permanent
Chhath ghat” had been set
up since the AAP came to
power in 2015. “No concrete
arrangements have been
made at the ghats and for
cleaning the water of the Ya-
muna. The AAP government
seems to be indifferent to-
wards the preparation and
cleaning of Chhath ghats,”
he said.

He said lakhs of devotees
who worship the Sun while
standing in water will be
forced to stand in “dirty wa-
ter and filth”.

Leader of the Opposition
in Delhi Assembly Vijender
Gupta said in a statement
that the arrangements made
by the Arvind Kejriwal go-

vernment were “insuffi-
cient”.
He added that the govern-

ment was politicising the fes-
tival . The Chhath Puja sami-
tis had been asking the
government to set up per-
manent ghats along the
Western Yamuna Canal for
the past three years, but to
no avail, Mr. Gupta said.

The Delhi government, on
its part, has said it has set up
1,000 ghats for devotees,
and declared Tuesday a holi-
day for the festival.

SEE ALSO » PAGE 3

Herald case: publisher challenges
Centre’s order to vacate premises

Plea scheduled to come up for hearing before the HC today

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Associated Journals Limited
(AJL), the publisher of Na-
tional Herald newspaper,
moved the Delhi High Court
on Monday challenging the
Centre’s order directing it to
vacate the premises in the
press enclave at ITO here.
On October 30, the Urban
Development Ministry end-
ed its 56-year-old lease and
asked the AJL to vacate the
premises by November 15.
The plea is scheduled to
come up for hearing before
the High Court on Tuesday.
The petition alleged that
the Land and Development
Office’s order was “illegal,

unconstitutional, arbitrary,
tainted with mala fide and
without authority and
jurisdiction”.

Warned of action

The petitioner said the
Centre had warned it of ac-
tion under the Public Pre-
mises (Eviction of Unauthor-
ised Occupants) Act, 1971, if
it failed to vacate the
premises.

One of the grounds men-
tioned in the L&DO order is
that no press has been func-
tioning on the premises for
the last 10 years and that it is
being used only for commer-
cial purposes in violation of
the lease deed. The allega-

tion has been refuted by the
AJL.

“AJL had been publishing
a newspaper for the last sev-
eral decades and that alth-
ough there was a riders sus-
pension period due to
financial trouble the formal
newspaper and digital me-
dia operations had fully res-
umed,” the plea said.

It submitted that the
Centre’s order “is vitiated by
mala fides, bias and has
been issued with oblique po-
lite motives. The proceed-
ings have been initiated for
the purposes of scuttling the
voices of dissent and the
voice of the largest opposi-
tion party in the country”.

EPCA ban: trucks waiting at border to be given entry

Over 1,000 trucks had been stopped from entering Delhi since the ban was imposed on November 8

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

After four days of a ban on
the entry of heavy and medi-
um goods vehicles into the
Capital to curb pollution, the
Environment Pollution (Pre-
vention and Control) Author-
ity (EPCA) on Monday al-
lowed those vehicles waiting
at the border to enter.

While “no new trucks”
would be allowed to enter
Delhi, EPCA chairperson
Bhure Lal said, “all trucks at
the border will be allowed to
enter” starting from 11 p.m.
on Monday. In order to re-
duce congestion and pollu-
tion, these trucks would not
be stopped to pay toll and
environment compensation
charge at the borders, the
EPCA ordered.

Questions raised

Police personnel on the Del-
hi-Uttar Pradesh border, ho-
wever, raised questions
about how to identify trucks

Loaded trucks, which were denied entry, parked at the Uttar Pradesh-Delhi border on

Monday. =R.v. MOORTHY

that have just arrived and
those that have been waiting
due to the ban.

The Traffic Police had in-
formed the EPCA that over

1,000 trucks had been
stopped from entering Delhi
since the ban was imposed
and that the owners of the
vehicles were “getting res-

tive”, Mr. Lal said, adding
that the “situation could go
out of hand”.

The ban on trucks carry-
ing non-essential goods had

We will comply with
the EPCA order on
entry of heavy
vehicles in the city

ALOK KUMAR
Joint Commissioner of Police (Traffic)

C

been enforced on November
8 after pollution levels be-
came hazardous following
Diwali. Over the four days,
from 11 p.m. on November 8
to 5 a.m. on Monday, Joint
Commissioner of Police
(Traffic) Alok Kumar said,
6,202 vehicles were checked
and 2,271 vehicles were
turned away.

A total of 3,931 vehicles
carrying essential items were
allowed to enter the city. The
officer said 1,907 vehicles
were checked and 736 vehi-
cles returned between 11
p.m. on Sunday and 5 a.m.
on Monday.

“We will comply with the
EPCA order on entry of hea-
vy vehicles in the city,” said
Mr. Kumar.
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Minor fire at Royal Plaza
hotel, none hurt

NEW DELHI

A minor fire broke out on the
first floor of Royal Plaza
hotel at Ashoka Road on
Monday, said an official of
the Delhi Fire Service (DFS).
The police said no one was
injured. DFS official said a
call was received at about
11.40 a.m. and five fire
tenders were rushed to the
spot. The situation was
brought under control by
1.30 p.M. STAFF REPORTER

CM: ‘Phoolwaalon Ki Sair'
brings people together
NEW DELHI

Festivals like 'Phoolwaalon Ki
Sair' are very relevant at a
time when people are being
divided in the name of
religion and caste, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said
on Monday. The festival
involves offering of a chadar
of fragrant flowers at the
dargah of Sufi saint Khwaja
Bakhtiyar Kaki and a floral
‘pankha’ and ‘chhatra’
(canopy) at the ancient
Yogmaya temple. p1i

280 cases
of dengue
recorded

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Up to 280 cases of dengue
were recorded in the city
over the past week, stated
the latest report on vector-
borne diseases released by
the South Delhi Municipal
Corporation on Monday.
The total number of
dengue cases reported so
far are 1,875. However, the
number is lower than the
figures recorded over the
past three years. The num-
ber of cases stood at 4,188
this time last year. In 2016,
3,778 dengue cases were
recorded, while 15,254 cas-
es reported in 2015.
Twelve cases of malaria
were also recorded this
past week week, taking the
total to 450. The corpora-
tion’s report shows a drop
in the number of malaria
cases reported this month.
Twenty cases were report-
ed in 2017, 30 in 2016 and
28 in 2015. The number of
chikungunya cases stands
at 141, with eight cases re-
ported till November 10.

NGT raps CGWA for failing to
curb groundwater extraction

‘Comprehensive planning, execution of utmost priority to tackle emergency situation’

SHINJINI GHOSH
NEW DELHI

Rapping the Central Ground
Water Authority (CGWA) for
failing to curb illegal extrac-
tion of groundwater, the Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT)
on Monday directed authori-
ties to finalise a policy re-
garding the same.

Comprehensive planning
and execution are of utmost
priority to tackle the emer-
gency situation, said a
Bench headed by NGT chair-
person Justice Adarsh Ku-
mar Goel.

“We hardly appreciate the
stand that the ‘matter is un-
der consideration’. Accord-
ingly, we direct that whatev-
er is under consideration
may be finalised at the ear-
liest but not later than De-
cember 18,” said the Bench.

‘Notify policy’
The Union Secretary of the
Ministry of Water Resources
has been asked to notify the
policy within four weeks.
Stating that despite pre-
vious orders, the authorities
have failed to curb ground-
water extraction by indus-

tries and other stakehol-
ders, the Bench added, “The
tribunal has passed several
orders prohibiting extrac-
tion of groundwater. No
adequate steps have been ta-
ken for recharge of ground-
water. Discharges from in-
dustries are ridiculous and
beyond comprehension in
over-exploited, critical and
semi-critical areas.”

During the hearing, the
green panel also suggested
that treated sewage water be
provided to agriculturists in-
stead of potable water.

The suggestion came af-
ter the tribunal was in-

formed that over 90% of
groundwater extraction is
done by agriculturists.

‘Viable alternative’
“Major part of the popula-
tion is still in rural areas.
Find a viable alternative by
which agriculturists are not
adversely affected and the li-
mited resources of the coun-
try are also saved. You do
not know what to do with
sewage water. Why can’t you
give them that instead of
potable water?” it said.

In response to a submis-
sion that a fee is charged
from industries extracting

The tribunal has
passed several
orders prohibiting
extraction of
groundwater. No
adequate steps
have been taken
for recharge of
groundwater.
Discharges from
industries are
ridiculous and
beyond
comprehension in
over-exploited,
critical and semi-
critical areas

NGT BENCH

69

groundwater, the Bench
said, “You cannot take mo-
ney for committing offence
and it is not deterrence. It
has to be completely
stopped. There cannot be a
fee taken and permission gi-
ven.”

“Approach of the Union
India is very disappointing.
This matter is pending for
over five years now,” the
Bench said, deferring the
hearing to December 18.

Off the rails

A man climbs over the railing to cross the road in New Delhi on Monday. =HimMANSHU VATS

HC asks govt panel its plans on
regularisation in Sainik Farms

Court had earlier barred any building activity in the colony

Employees of local authorities demolishing illegal constructions in south Delhi's Sainik Farms.

= FILE PHOTO

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday asked the Centre to
clear the stand of its commit-
tee, set up to examine the
feasibility of regularising un-
authorised construction in
Sainik Farms, on illegal
buildings in the posh south
Delhi colony.

Notice to Ministry

A Bench of Chief Justice Ra-
jendra Menon and Justice
V.K. Rao sought answers
from the Ministry of Urban
Development.

“What does the commit-
tee plan to do with Sainik
Farms,” the Bench asked.

The court asked the Minis-
try to inform it on the next

CcM
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date of hearing about delib-
erations by the committee,
set up in May last year, on
regularisation of the colony.

Plea on painting houses
The court also issued notices
to the Ministry, the Delhi go-
vernment and the local auth-
orities, seeking their stand
on an application moved on
behalf of some residents of
the area seeking permission
to paint their houses.
Permission was sought as
the court had by earlier or-
ders prohibited any building
activity there and had also
barred entry of construction
material into the colony.
The Bench declined to
pass any interim orders and
listed the matter for hearing

on January 20.

The application seeking
permission was moved in a
petition which has sought
regularisation of unauthor-
ised constructions in Sainik
Farms.

During the brief hearing,
the Ministry’s counsel said
an NGO had filed a petition
seeking demolition of illegal
constructions there and the
matter was disposed by the
High Court, which asked the
petitioner to approach the
Supreme Court-appointed
committee looking into un-
authorised building activity.

He sought that the peti-
tion seeking regularisation
of the colony be also sent be-
fore the apex court-appoint-
ed panel.

Verify Ankiv Baisoyas degree
by Nov 20, HC directs DU

Extra time granted by court on university’s request

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The High Court here on
Monday gave Delhi Univer-
sity time till November 20
to verify the authenticity of
Delhi University Students’
Union (DUSU) president
Ankiv Baisoya’s bachelors
degree from a university in
Tamil Nadu.

Justice C. Hari Shankar
granted more time to DU to
carry out the verification
on the university’s request.

The court had on Octob-
er 30 granted DU time till
Monday to carry out the
verification and inform it,
as the two-month period
within which re-election
can be held will expire on
November 13.

News reports

The direction had come on
National Students’ Union of
India (NSUI) leader Sunny
Chillar’s plea seeking set-
ting aside of Mr. Baisoya’s
election.

News reports had quoted
the Registrar of Thiruvallu-
var University “unambigu-
ously and unequivocally”
declaring Mr. Baisoya’s cer-
tificate as “fake and
forged”, Mr. Chillar had al-
leged .

Ankiv Baisoya

He had also claimed that
DU was “deliberately delay-
ing” verification to benefit
the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyar-
thi Parishad (ABVP) since
fresh polls cannot be held
for the post of DUSU presi-
dent in case Mr. Baisoya’s
election is set aside over
the fake degree issue after
expiry of the the two-
month period.

Lyngdoh guidelines

According to the Lyngdoh
Committee guidelines on
elections, Mr. Chillar’s plea
said, fresh elections will be
held if a post falls vacant
within two months of de-
claration of results. In this
case, the two-month pe-
riod will expire on Tuesday.

DU is deliberately
delaying
verification to
benefit the ABVP
since fresh polls
cannot be held for
the post of DUSU
president in case
Ankiv Baisoya’s
election is set aside
over the fake
degree issue after
expiry of the two-
month period...

C

PLEA BY NSUI LEADER
SUNNY CHILLAR

Mr. Chillar had contend-
ed that if Mr. Baisoya was
removed after expiry of the
two-month period, the
post of DUSU president will
be taken over by its vice-
president, who is also a
member of ABVP.

In his plea, filed through
advocates V. Elanchezhiyan
and Rashid N. Azam, the
NSUI leader has sought
time-bound enquiry into al-
legations that Mr. Baisoya
gained admission in M.A.
Buddhist Studies in DU on
the basis of a fake degree.

Mr. Chillar had lost to Mr.
Baisoya in the race for the
post of Delhi University
Students’ Union president.

NSUI, AISA slam ‘delay’ in probe

A case of bowing down of India’s top varsity in front of BJP’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Both the National Students’
Union of India (NSUI) and
the All India Students’ Asso-
ciation (AISA) on Monday hit
out at Delhi University for
“delaying” the probe into
the Ankiv Baisoya “fake de-
gree” controversy.

Tuesday will mark two
months since declaration of
the Delhi University Stu-
dents” Union (DUSU) elec-
tion results, in which Mr.
Baisoya was elected presi-
dent. The Lyngdoh Commit-
tee recommendations state
that re-election can only
happen within two months
of the election if a major of-
fice-bearer’s position falls
vacant.

The AISA said in a state-
ment, “We were quite sure
that DU would use various
tactics and try it’s best to de-

Work on 333 mohalla clinic
sites to start soon, say officials

Sites handed over to PWD for construction

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

The Aam Aadmi Party go-
vernment’s flagship prim-
ary healthcare initiative
could soon see an addition
of 333 mohalla clinics, with
the sites having been hand-
ed over to the Public Works
Department for construc-
tion, officials said.

On Monday, Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal took a
review of the Aam Aadmi
mohalla Clinic (AAMC) pro-
ject and officials of the
Health, PWD and Education
Department attended, a se-
nior government official
with knowledge of the
meeting said.

The Health Department
informed the Chief Minister

that 187 mohalla clinics
were functioning at the mo-
ment and no-objection cer-
tificates from various de-

partments had  been
received for 607 new sites,
the official said.

School clinics

Of these sites, 333 had been
handed over to the PWD to
begin construction or instal-
lation of porta-cabins.

In addition, 265 sites for
setting up school clinics at
Delhi government schools
had been identified, the offi-
cial said, adding that Mr.
Kejriwal instructed officials
to begin work on these.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary and Principal Secretary
(PWD) Manoj Kumar Parida

said the Department was
“ready” to start work at the
333 sites handed over to it.

“Work at these sites will
start soon,” he added.

One of the AAP govern-
ment’s key programmes,
the AAMC project has faced
delays due to lack of land
and permissions. The go-
vernment’s initial plan was
to set up 1,000 mohalla clin-
ics by the end of 2016.

After the deadline was ex-
tended to March 2017, lack
of sites led to tenders float-
ed by the PWD for construc-
tion of 750 clinics to be can-
celled in July 2017. The
tender for construction of
250 clinics was kept active
to accommodate new sites
as they became available.

The Aam Aadmi Party government had initially planned to set up 1,000 mohalla clinics by the
end of 2016. =FILE PHOTO: SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

lay the matter till November
12 [Tuesday]. It finally suc-
ceeded in doing so. It is now
clear that the entire adminis-
tration is working in collu-
sion with the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad and the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty”

AISA said it believed the
Ankiv Baisoya case was not
just a case of a fake degree
but one of “bowing down of
India’s top university in
front of the BJP”.

“This sends a clear signal
— no matter what the ABVP

This sends a clear
signal — no matter
what the ABVP
does, the ruling
government will
always save it

IKAWALPREET KAUR
AISA Delhi president
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does, the ruling government
will always save it,” said AISA
Delhi president Kawalpreet
Kaur.

The NSUT said it will conti-
nue to fight the battle in
court and take the legal pro-
ceedings to their logical end
— have Mr. Baisoya disquali-
fied and call for fresh elec-
tions. It said the Lyngdoh
Committee recommenda-
tions are only guidelines and
that the “fake certificate”
came to light well within the
two-month period after the
election.

‘Tmplement law regulating
clinical establishments’
Petition urges Delhi High Court

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
sought the response of the
Centre and the city govern-
ment on a petition claiming
that the law for registration
and regulation of all clinical
establishments has not
been implemented in the
city despite coming into
force in 2012.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Rajendra Menon and Jus-
tice V.K. Rao gave the direc-
tion on the plea seeking im-
plementation of the Clinical
Establishment (Registration
and Regulation) Act, 2010.

Facilities, services

The petition, filed by a Del-
hi-based woman, has said
the Act prescribes the mini-
mum standard of facilities
and services to be provided
to patients.

“The Act makes it man-
datory for registration of all
clinical establishments, in-
cluding diagnostic centres
and single-doctor clinics,
across all recognised sys-
tems of medicine both in
the public and private sec-
tors, except those run by
the Armed forces,” the plea
has said.

It claimed that non-im-
plementation of the law has
led to instances of “gross
medical negligence, mal-
practices and negligent atti-
tude” of clinical establish-
ments in Delhi.

The petition added that
the Act was enforced in
four States — Arunachal
Pradesh, Himachal Pra-

The Act makes it
mandatory for
registration of all
clinical
establishments,
including
diagnostic centres
and single-doctor
clinics, across all
recognised
systems of
medicine both in
the public and
private sectors,
except those run
by the Armed
forces

PLEA FILED IN HIGH COURT
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desh, Sikkim, Mizoram -
and all Union Territories ex-
cept Delhi on March 1, 2012.

“The States of Uttar Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand, Rajas-
than, Bihar, Jharkhand and
Assam have also adopted
this Act,” it said.

It added that the city go-
vernment had drafted the
Delhi Health Bill in 2015 for
registration and regulation
of clinical establishments in
the Capital but it has not yet
been approved by the State
legislature.
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IN BRIEF

Three held in city for
robbing delivery boys
NEW DELHI

Three persons, identified as
Deepak, Chirag Sharma, and
Karan Mahajan have been
arrested for allegedly
robbing delivery boys of a
food application thrice in two
days, the police said on
Monday. DCP (South-East)
Chinmoy Biswal said the
accused used to order food
and ask for delivery at
secluded places, where they
would rob the victims of their
vehicle and valuables.
Deepak and Chirag used to

work as delivery boys earlier.
STAFF REPORTER

Man steals valuables
from Al captain’s car, held
NEW DELHI

Rangpuri resident, 24-year-
old Mukesh Kumar, has been
arrested for allegedly
stealing valuables worth
lakhs of rupees from the car
of Air India captain Daksh
Yadav on October 31, the
police said on Monday. The
accused used to work as a
loader at the airport and is

currently unemployed. starr
REPORTER

12-year-old boy drowns
in canal, dies

NEW DELHI

A 12-year-old boy, identified
as Abhishek, drowned in
north-west Delhi's Ashok
Vihar on Monday afternoon,
the police said. They said he
had gone to bathe with his
friends in the canal when the
incident happened. The boy
was taken out after a three-
hour operation around 4 p.m.
He was rushed to BJRM
Hospital, where he was

declared dead.
STAFF REPORTER

4 criminals
held after
gunfight

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NOIDA

Four members of a noto-
rious criminal gang were
arrested following an en-
counter with police here,
the police said on Monday.

The accused, members
of Thak Thak gang, were
arrested late on Sunday fol-
lowing a gun battle in Sec-
tor 15 they said.

One of the accused and
two policemen were in-
jured in the shoot-out and
were taken to hospital fol-
lowing their face-off, the
police said.

“Those arrested are no-
torious for vehicle thefts in
the city. They would target
vehicles parked in isolated
areas and break their win-
dows to enter the vehicles
and then get into it,” a se-
nior police officer said.

“At times, when there
would be a driver in the car
they would lure him by
showing a bundle of cash
with only two real notes of
%100 — one on the front
and one at the back — in it.

“They would knock on
the window and tell the
driver that their cash bun-
dle has fallen. Once the
driver would open the
door to pick it, the gang
members would overpow-
er him,” the officer also
said.

DELHI TODAY

Music: The IIC Double Bill Music
Concert: Sitar recital by
Ramprapanna Bhattacharya from
Hyderabad, followed by Hindustani
vocal recital by Mayuri Saha from
Kolkata at C.D. Deshmukh Auditor-
ium, India International Centre (11C),
6 p.m.

Exhibition: A solo art exhibition by
Sheetal Gulhati at Convention
Centre Foyer, India Habitat Centre
(IHC), 11a.m.-7 p.m.

Exhibition: “Indian Abstraction:
Emerging and Senior Artists’ Exhibi-
tion” - a group painting and sculp-
ture show by Art Konsult at Visual
Arts Gallery, India Habitat Centre
(IHC), 11a.m.-7 p.m.

Culture: Skanda Shashti,
Karthikeya Vivaha Mahotsavam and
Vishnu Sahasranama annual celeb-
rations: Skanda Shashti Shatru Sam-
hara Shasthi Homam - 8 a.m., Shatru
Sambhara Trisati Archana - 7 p.m., at
Shri Karunya Maha Ganapathi
Temple, Mayur Vihar Phase - 2.

(Mail your listings for this column
at cityeditordelhi@thehindu.co.in)
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Man found dead a month
before daughter’s wedding

Cash, jewellery worth over 10 lakh stolen; police suspect role of some insider

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 57-year-old man who used
to practice medicine in
north-west Delhi’s Jahangir-
puri was found dead at his
residence on Monday morn-
ing, a month before his
daughter’s wedding, the pol-
ice said.

The police suspect rob-
bery as the motive since cash
and jewellery amounting to
over 10 lakh were found sto-
len from the house.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (North-West) Aslam
Khan said that the victim has
been identified as Mukim
Ahmad Igbal, Bachelor of
Ayurveda, Medicine and Sur-
gery, who ran a clinic on the
ground floor of his resi-
dence. The victim lived with
his 25-year-old daughter So-
phia on the first floor of the
building.

The police said they re-
ceived a call around 10.30
a.m. from a relative of the
victim who runs a chemist

Mukim Ahmad Igbal =

shop nearby. The caller in-
formed them that the victim
was lying unconscious on
the bed. “When a police
team reached the spot, Mu-
kim was found dead and an
almirah in his room was
found ransacked. There
were no visible injury marks
on the body and the accu-
sed’s entry to the house
seemed friendly,” Ms. Khan
said.

The victim’s daughter told
the police that ¥4-5 lakh in
cash and jewellery worth

Constable shot at,
accused on the run

It is a case of mistaken identity: police

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 30-year-old Delhi Police
constable was shot at in cen-
tral Delhi’s Patel Nagar late
on Sunday when he tried to
intervene in a scuffle bet-
ween two groups of men,
the police said on Monday.

The police said that it was
a case of mistaken identity
as the constable was not in
his uniform. The accused
have been identified and ef-
forts to arrest them are un-
der way, the police also said.

Senior officers said that it
was around midnight on
Sunday when constable
Amarjeet, deployed at Patel
Nagar police station, was on
his way to meet an informer
to gather information about
three dreaded criminals,
who had been recently seen
in the area.

When he reached near
Kanwar Chowk, he saw two
groups of men fighting with
each other.

“When Mr. Amarjeet
reached the spot, at least
ten to twelve men were
fighting with each other. As
he tried to pacify the mis-
creants in the group, one of
them, who was carrying a
pistol, mistook him as a
member of his opponent
and shot at him. The men
fled the spot as soon as Mr.
Amarjeet collapsed,” said an
officer not authorised to

(9 Amarjeet was shot

in the abdomen... A
case of attempt to
murder has been
registered... Raids
are under way to
trace and arrest
the identified
assailants

ANIL MITTAL
Additional PRO, Delhi Police

speak to the media.

A PCR call was then made
and the police were in-
formed about a man who
had been shot at during a
scuffle. A police team
reached the spot and
rushed Amarjeet to a nearby
hospital for treatment.

“The injured constable is
currently undergoing treat-
ment at a hospital in Karol
Bagh. He is out of danger,”
said Anil Mittal, Additional
Public Relation Officer, Del-
hi Police.

“Mr. Amarjeet was shot at
in the abdomen. CCTV foot-
age of the area were
checked thoroughly and
several locals were ques-
tioned. A case of attempt to
murder has been registered
at Patel Nagar police station.
We have identified a few of
the men who were fighting.
Raids are under way to trace
and arrest the identified as-
sailants,” Mr. Mittal also
said.

Man arrested for
killing barn owl

Accused’s house was raided on Sunday

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

In a joint operation with the
Animal Welfare Board of In-
dia, the city police arrested
a 40-year-old man from out-
er Delhi’s Sultanpuri on
Sunday for allegedly killing
a barn owl while he was
practising black magic.

Black magic

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Outer) Seju P. Kuru-
villa said that the accused
has been identified as Kan-
haiya who had been alleged-
ly practising black magic for
the last few months. He is a
driver by profession and
lives with his family in Sul-
tanpuri C Block, the police
said.

The police said that the
Animal Welfare Board of In-
dia had received an informa-
tion that a barn owl, a pro-
tected bird, was being held
captive at a house. “After the
house was raided on Sunday
evening, the owl was found
dead,” Mr. Kuruvilla said.

The police said that the
accused was then arrested

Kanhaiya is a resident of
Sultanpuri.

and an FIR under relevant
Sections of the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Act
and Indian Penal Code Sec-
tion 429 (mischief by killing
or maiming cattle) has been
registered.

Kanhaiya was produced
before the court on Monday
and his police custody was
sought. Mr. Kuruvilla said
that the accused will be
questioned to find out if he
had killed other animals and
birds while practising black
magic earlier, since when he
had been doing it and rea-
sons behind the same.
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Traffic likely to be affected near ghats of Yamuna, Bhalswa Lake, Haiderpur canal

..An almirah in his
[the victim’s] room
was found
ransacked. There
were no visible
injury marks on
the body and the
accused’s entry to
the house seemed
friendly

ASLAM KHAN
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(North-West)

%5-6 lakh had been stolen
from the almirah.

Ms. Khan said the front
door of the victim’s house
used to mostly remain open

because of the clinic on the
ground floor and for his

daughter. The daughter, a

guest lecturer at a govern-

ment school, had left the
house around 7.30 a.m. on
the day of the incident.

“His wife had passed away
a few years ago. Whenever
the daughter left the house,
she would not wake the vic-

tim up as he did not like
anyone to disturb him when
he slept,” Ms. Khan said.

Mukim and his daughter
had been making arrange-
ments for the wedding sche-
duled for December 9. They
had kept cash and jewellery
in the house for the wed-
ding. The police suspect that
an insider might have tipped
off the unidentified accused
about the presence of valua-
bles in the house.

“The two [deceased and
his daughter] had returned
late on Sunday after inviting
a relative in Meerut for the
wedding,” Ms. Khan said.

The police have registered
amurder case and preserved
the body for post-mortem,
which will be conducted on
Tuesday.

The police have obtained
CCTV footage near the house
and are scanning it. Ms.
Khan said that two domestic
helps who used to work in
the house will also so be
questioned.

72-year-old murdered,
dumped in bushes

Body was identified by her brother who was looking for her

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

A 72-year-old woman was
killed and dumped in bush-
es in south-east Delhi’s Sari-
ta Vihar on November 10,
the police said on Monday.

The deceased has been
identified as a retired Textile
Ministry employee, the pol-
ice also said.

A senior police officer pri-
vy to the case said that the
police control room re-
ceived a call on November 10
regarding a woman’s body,
which was lying in the bush-
es near Sarita Vihar under-
pass.

“The police reached the
spot and found the woman’s
body. It appeared that she
had been strangulated.
There was nothing beside
the body that could reveal
her identity,” the officer
said.

The body was shifted to
AIIMS mortuary for post-
mortem to ascertain the
cause of death.

It appeared that
she [the victim]
was strangulated...
It is suspected that
she was killed in a
robbery attempt.
Her brother said
that she used to
wear a gold chain
which was found
missing

POLICE OFFICER
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The officer said that the
deceased was identified as
Lata on Sunday after her
brother who had been look-
ing for her, identified the bo-
dy.

“The woman was going to
meet her brother in Vasant
Kunj on November 10. After
she did not reach, he started
looking for her. He later met
a few people and called up
some to enquire about his
sister’s whereabouts. The
police were alerted by hu-
man intelligence that a man
was searching for his sister.

1c advisory issued for Chhath

Preparations in full swing ahead of Chhath puja celebrations, to be held from today, at Yamuna ghat, on Monday. =HimansHu vaTs

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Traffic Police has
made elaborate arrange-
ments for the next two days
on the occasion of Chhath
Puja. Thousands of people
are expected to throng the

banks of the Yamuna on

Tuesday and Wednesday.

The Traffic Police on Mon-
day issued an advisory on
special traffic arrangements
and restrictions on the occa-
sion of Chhath Puja.

The police have advised
commuters to avoid roads,
including Outer Ring Road
from Mukarba Chowk to

Chandgi Ram Akhara, Wazi-
rabad Bridge, roads near
ISBT Kashmere Gate, Pushta
Road (Khajoori/Shastri Park),
Kalindi Kunj Bridge on these
two days.

The advisory states that
the normal flow of traffic is
likely to be affected on roads
adjoining the major ghats of
the Yamuna and Bhalswa
Lake and the Haiderpur
canal.

There will be no traffic res-
trictions in areas adjoining
New Delhi Railway Station,
0ld Delhi Railway Station,
Hazrat Nizamuddin Railway
Station and ISBT. People are

requested to avail public :

- Govt schools,

transport like the metro to :

offices to

gested, the advisory stated. :

remain shut

the traffic police based on :

help keep the roads decon-
Diversions will be made by

ground requirement.

Chhath Puja, the festival :
dedicated to the Sun god, is :
celebrated on the sixth day of :
: the city government and the
du calendar. Every year, the :
festival commences with pay- :
¢ on account of Chhath Puja. A
© restricted holiday that had
¢ been declared earlier stands
: cancelled by the order of the
brated from Tuesday evening :
* leased on Monday.

the Kartik month of the Hin-

ing oblation to the setting sun

and concludes with paying

obeisance to the rising sun.
Chhath Puja will be cele-

till Wednesday morning.

3 snake charmers arrested for
trying to extort woman, I flees

Accused threaten to release snake inside vehicle

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
Three snake charmers have
been arrested for allegedly
trying to extort money and
jewellery from a woman by
threatening to release a
snake next to her inside an
autorickshaw, the police
said on Monday. The fourth
accused managed to flee.
The accused persons
were illegally carrying the
snake the police said. They
were allegedly displaying it
and asking for money in
Central Delhi’s Nabi Karim.
The police said that the in-
cident happened around 9
a.m. on November 9, when
Priyanka, a banker, was tra-
c ..She [victim] came
out of the vehicle,
handed them
32000 and asked
them [accused] to
leave. But they
tried to snatch her
diamond ring, after
which she shouted
for help

POLICE OFFICER

The accused were illegally
carrying the snake.

velling in an autorickshaw.
She was on the way to her of-
fice in Sadar Bazar. The au-
torickshaw stopped at Pa-
harganj red light when four
snake charmers surrounded
the vehicle and started ask-
ing for money. Feared by the
cobra that they were carry-
ing, she asked them to go
away but the snake charm-
ers allegedly started harass-
ing her instead and kept on
demanding money.

“The victim gave them
money and asked them to go
away. However, they had
their eyes on a diamond ring
that she was wearing. They
threatened that they would
leave the snake next to her in

the autorickshaw. Fright-
ened, she came out of the
vehicle and handed them
%2000 and asked them to
leave. The snake charmers,
however, tried to snatch her
diamond ring, after which
she shouted for help,” said a
police officer.

As she raised an alarm, a
policeman on duty at the red
light rushed towards her. In
the fear of getting caught,
the snake charmers tried to
run away. They were chased

by the police. While three of

them got caught, the fourth
accused managed to flee.

The arrested snake
charmers were identified as
Vinod Nath, Arun Nath and
Pradeep Nath. They belong
to Madhya Pradesh and re-
side in JJ cluster in Okhla.

“The accused have been
arrested under the relevant
IPC Sections for extorting
money from the woman.
They have been sent to Tihar
Jail. The snakes recovered
from their possession have
been handed over to a wil-
dlife organisation,” added a
police officer.

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

All schools and offices under

three civic bodies of the city
will remain shut on Tuesday

L-G, stated a notification re-

He was then shown the pic-
ture of the deceased wo-
man, whom he identified as
his sister,” the officer also
said.

The police officer also
said that the woman was un-
married and lived alone in
DDA flats at Taimoor Nagar.

As part of the investiga-
tion, the police are scanning
CCTV footage of the route ta-
ken by Lata from her house
to the place where she was
found dead.

“It is suspected that she
was killed in a robbery at-
tempt. Her brother said she
used to wear a gold chain
which was found missing,”
the officer said.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South-East) Chinmoy
Biswal confirmed the inci-
dent and said that a case un-
der Section 302 (punish-
ment for murder) of the
Indian Penal Code has been
registered and further inves-
tigation in into the matter is
under way.

Two held for
running over
IB officer

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GHAZIABAD

A retired Intelligence Bu-
reau (IB) officer died of in-
juries after he was alleged-
ly hit by an autorickshaw in
Vaishali here, the police
said on Monday.

Assistant ~ Superinten-
dent of Police Ravi Kumar
said Niladri Chakravarty
had lodged a report at Indi-
rapuram police station re-
garding the sudden disap-
pearance of his father R.N.
Chakravarty, a resident of
Judge Colony in Vaishali,
on October 3. Mr. Niladri’s
father’s body was found
under an elevated road in
Vaishali the following day.

After investigation, the
police apprehended one
Mansoor and his friend
Atabul near a public school
on Sunday night.

During interrogation,
Mansoor said on Novem-
ber 2 he and Atabul were
looking for passengers,
when their auto hit the vic-
tim in Vaishali trisection.
When they were taking
him to the hospital for
treatment, they said, he
died.

To escape legal action,
the two threw the man’s
body under an elevated
road and took his mobile
phone and fled.

The police have reco-
vered the mobile phone of
the deceased and the vehi-
cle which hit him.

~Woman jumps to

death in Greater Noida

No note found; no complaint by kin

STAFF REPORTER
GREATER NOIDA

A 25-year-old woman alleg-

edly jumped from the 22nd
floor of a society in Greater
Noida West on Monday, the
police said.

The woman was suffer-
ing from a mental ailment,

they said. She did not leave
¢ behind any note.

The police said that the
deceased originally lived in
Noida Sector 63 with her fa-
mily.

She had been undergo-
ing treatment for depres-
sion after getting a divorce
from her husband in 2016.

The incident happened
around 4 p.m. on Monday.
The woman had come to

the Greater Noida flat on
¢ the 22nd floor, which was

owned by her family.

Construction work
“The family members told

the police that they had

come to visit their flat

¢ where some construction
: work was going on. The wo-

man jumped off when the
other members of her fami-
ly had gone to the society

The woman
jumped off when
the other members
of her family had
gone to the society
office and she was
alone in the flat...

ANIL KUMAR SHAI
SHO, Bisarkh police station

C

office and she was alone in
the flat,” said Anil Kumar
Shai, Station House Officer,
Bisarkh police station.

Mr. Shai also said that the
woman was declared dead
on arrival after she was
rushed to a nearby hospi-
tal. He said that the family
of the deceased has not
filed a complaint in the
matter.

‘Accidental death’
“Since no note left behind
by the woman was found
during the primary investi-
gation, the case has been
recorded as a accidental
death,” Mr. Shai added.
Suicide prevention hel-
pline: Sanjivini, Society for
Mental Health, Telephone:
011-4076 9002, Monday -Sa-
turday, 10 a.m. - 7.30 p.m.
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IN BRIEF

"Twitter has become
extremely polarised’

NEW DELHI

Former JNU student leader
Shehla Rashid has
deactivated her Twitter
account since the "toxicity
and negativity"” on the
microblogging platform had
started affecting her
psychologically. “After 8
years of using Twitter, I'm
deactivating my
account...The platform has
become extremely polarised,”
she said on Sunday. eI

Solar energy to add
power to Aqua Line

NOIDA

Solar energy will add power
to all stations on the Noida-
Greater Noida Metro Rail
corridor's Aqua Line, that will
become operational soon, the
NMRC said on Monday. Solar
panels will be installed on
the roofs of all the 21 stations
on the Metro rail corridor. p1i

On the wrong track

Children play on the tracks near Shadipur Depot in New Delhi. Over 60 people were killed and 70 injured on October 19 near
Amritsar after a crowd of Dussehra revellers watching the burning of a Ravana effigy was run over by a train. On October 29,
three friends sitting on the tracks near the Nangloi railway station in the Capital were crushed to death. They were suspected to

be drinking.

=SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Plea seeks regular sterilisation
programmes for stray dogs

High Court issues notices to Centre, Delhi government

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday asked the Centre
and the Delhi government to
file responses on a plea
seeking directions to carry
out regular sterilisation pro-
grammes for controlling the
population of stray dogs and
to prevent them from being
afflicted by ‘rabies’.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Rajendra Menon and Justice
V.K. Rao also asked Animal
Welfare Board and the
South Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration to file their res-
ponse on the plea.

Dereliction of duties
The court was hearing a pe-
tition filed by non-govern-
ment organisation Confe-
rence for Human Rights
through its secretary gener-
al Nanita Sharma.

She said Delhi residents
are adversely affected by in-

action and dereliction of
statutory duties on the part
of the authorities, which is
resulting in a rapid increase
in the ‘stray dog’ popula-
tion. The plea said the situa-
tion was worse in south Del-
hi localities, where
incidence of dog bites had
increased over the years.

Growing conflict

Ms. Sharma said she had
noticed growing conflict
between humans and ca-
nines, and between humans
and humans on the issue of
feeding stray dogs.

“Persons feeding were/
are becoming victims of hos-
tility and anger of those per-
sons for whom stray dogs
are a menace and who be-
lieve that feeding would
make them stay where they
are and they would multiply
in their complexes or areas
creating more nuisance for
the residents,” the plea said.

She argued that ‘not feed-
ing’ the canines was not the
solution to the problem
“but it was mainly the grow-
ing population of the ca-
nines that was making the
humans panic and fearful of
their race”.

The petition has sought
direction to carry out cen-
sus of stray dogs, once in ev-
ery two or three years.

The petitioner also
sought direction to display
on the government’s web-
site the number of stray
dogs “sterilised” in a partic-
ular  sterilisation  pro-
gramme undertaken by civ-
ic agencies.

SDMC data

It has sought a direction by
the court to the SDMC to
show collective data on the
dog population under its
area and the number of dog
sterilisation centres func-
tioning under it.

Leave monkeysaloneand ‘[ ook at how the holocaust has been remembered

they will leave you alone’

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
FVVDELHI

“Leave them alone and they
will leave you alone,” stated
an advisory issued by the
Lok Sabha Secretariat on
Monday to deal with mon-
key menace in its complex.

In its circular, the Parlia-
ment Security Service of the
Lok Sabha Secretariat has
suggested that people
should not stop in case a
monkey collides with their
vehicle. “In case a monkey
collides with your vehicle
[two-wheelers especially],
do not stop there,” read the
circular.

It also suggested avoiding
crossing the “path between
a mother and her infant”,
making “direct eye contact
with monkeys”, running
from the animal, and hitting
or feeding them.

“Do not ever hit any mon-
key. Keep hitting the ground

A monkey in the Parliament
House complex. =FiLE PHOTO

with a big stick to make [the]
monkey leave your house or
garden.”

Yet another suggestion is
to ignore the animal and
make a loud noise to force
the monkey to leave the pre-
mises. The Parliament
House complex, along with
other nearby buildings in-
cluding the North and South
Blocks and the Rashtrapati
Bhavan around the Central
Ridge forest, suffer from
monkey menace.

Book paying tribute to spirit of Partition survivors launched; panellists discuss art, literature that emerged in the aftermath

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

Fundamentalist fringe ele-
ments on both sides over
the past two years have not
allowed people-to-people
friendship between artists
and writers from India and
Pakistan, said artist Anjolie
Ela Menon at a panel discus-
sion on reconciliation
through art and literature
that emerged after the Parti-
tion.

Oral histories
Friday’s discussion, organ-
ised by the Partition Mu-
seum, paid tributes to the
spirit of those who survived
the traumatic event. The pa-
nel comprised Krishen
Khanna, Satish Gujral, Ajeet
Cour and Ms. Menon.

The discussion was held
on the sidelines of the
launch of a book, titled “Di-

vided by Partition, United
by Resilience: 21 Inspiration-
al Stories from 19477, by Par-
tition Museum CEO, curator
and co-founder Mallika
Ahluwalia.

‘Mass amnesia’

The book seeks to preserve
oral histories of individuals
who were deeply affected by
Partition but still went on to
achieve greatness in inde-
pendent India.

Ms. Menon said there was
perhaps less documentation
via literature and art of Par-
tition due to “mass amne-
sia” as Partition was so terri-
ble that an entire generation
chose to not speak about it,
though they were trauma-
tised for life.

‘Long overdue’
“There are not many writ-
ings and works of art on Par-

(From right) Anjolie Ela Menon, Ajeet Cour, Satish Gujral,
Krishen Khanna and Mallika Ahluwalia in New Delhi on Friday.

= SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

tition. Look how the holo-
caust has been remembered
and people have never been
allowed to forget as its me-
mory has been kept alive till

date,” she said.

Ms. Menon added that the
need for a museum and a
book documenting oral his-
tories was long overdue.

There are not
many writings and
works of art on
Partition... People
have never been
allowed to forget
[the holocaust] as
its memory has
been kept alive till
date

ANJOLIE ELA MENON
Artist

69

Ms. Menon said an entire
generation that has not been
told what their parents had
been through and how they
came with nothing and set-
tled down but did not speak
about themselves as it was
too painful to relive and ex-
press.

Mr. Khanna felt there was
very little time for art, apart
from works like that of Mr.
Gujral, as people were fight-

ing for their lives and had no
time for art.

“Writings can still come
out on the spur of the mo-
ment but art is a process
that is not possible when pe-
ople were re-establishing
themselves,” he said.

‘Bitter pill’
Mr. Khanna added that even
he took a long time to swal-
low the bitter pill of Parti-
tion and worked in a bank
for over a decade before fi-
nally quitting to pursue art.
Talking about what
prompted her to write the
book, Ms. Ahluwalia said
most of her grandparents’
friends who had lived
through Partition has start-
ed passing away and there
was a sense of urgency to cu-
rate the museum and write
the book to record the sto-
ries that people had to tell.
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INDIA'S INSTA-DADS

Some of these dads of the ‘gram might not have
the deadpan sense of humour that Breakwell has,
but they are defying cultural stereotypes

about parenting. Here are four to know.

@daddyandreyna

This Gujarat-based father (who prefers anonymity) created an
account dedicated to his 11-month-old daughter, Reyna, after
encountering only "mommy" bloggers with invaluable
parenting tips. He found few fathers, especially those who
understood the Indian cultural context. His posts include tips
for young fathers, and what to pack for the hospital before
delivery is one of them.

@dadmansuperdad
(O]

On a trip to Sri Lanka earlier

Vodafone alll

this year, where his wife was
attending a conference,
Mumbai-based Tejas Buch
realised what a "herculean
task” it was to be the only
parent with a baby (in this
case, his two-year-old son
Avyan). To guard his family's
privacy, Buch back-dates all
his photos, vets each
follower, and does not post
any locations.

@sandyunboxed

Over a year ago, Sandeep
Bangera was inspired by his
daughter's birth to blog about
his journey as a parent. On
sandyunboxed.com, he talks m
about how the first few nights
of being a parent were anxiety-
inducing because of how new
everything was. In one post, for
example, he argues that
paternity leave should also be

Sandy Unb...

Q james_breakwell

Qv

\ Bringing up

@i.m.father

With captions such as "Fathers don't babysit, it's called
parenting”, Chandigarh-based Sandeep Singh Dhaliwal
encourages parents to spend time with their children outdoors,
just like he does with his son Avraj. Professionally-shot photos
(think cake smashes and photoshoots in the park) are
interspersed with candid selfies, all of them paired with an
inspiring (and sometimes cheesy) caption.

With Children’s Day
on Wednesday,

. Internet-famous
L dad
James Breakwell
Friday, Sept. 18 ®1po % has some ‘bare
‘g V( mlnlmum tlpS for
‘ I Maqlgtun the minders
\
though, that his jokes are a mixed bag. “Some are real,
SINDHURI NANDHAKUMAR some are exaggerated, and some are made up, but they’re
Dadmansu Daddy and im father all inspired by my kids. If my four daughters haven’t done
Twitter’s funniest dad, James Breakwell, has been regal-  them yet, somebody else’s kids certainly have,” he says.
ing audiences since 2012 with his tweets about his four ~ “That’s why other parents relate to my comedy so
daughters. His account (@XplodingUnicorn) has over a  strongly.”
million followers, and features quotes and quips from his
children. (Breakwell: Hey! We don’t lick people. Two- Laughs for all
year-old daughter: I do). But his humour is not just for parents. He has a Star Wars
The social media star’s second book, Bare Minimum  parody account on Twitter (@VeryLonelyLuke), where
Parenting: The Ultimate Guide to Not Quite Ruining Your  Luke Skywalker poses existential questions and profound
Child, which promises to “teach you to get by while do-  reflections about life (“The Jedi pension plan just sucks”).
ing less” as a parent, is only a few days old, but has alrea-  He has three webcomics: Unbelievably Bad is a comic take
dy got netizens exchanging notes. on family life using Calibri font and the most basic shape
OTalk show host Jennifer Fulwiler tweeted, “If you tools available on Microsoft; in Unfridgeworthy, he takes
were to sit down with an experienced parent, give him  drawings and paintings by his children and “makes up hor-
three shots of whisky, and then ask for his advice, that  ribly inappropriate stories to go with them”; and in Wom-
would be this book.” bat Dojo, we are introduced to the lives of two roommates
Breakwell rose to Internet fame in 2016 after Buzzfeed and their pet wombat.
wrote about his hilarious tweets. He is, by his own admis- His children, he admits, do not think his tweets are fun-
sion, an underachieving parent. But he asks an impor-  ny. “To be fair, only half of them can read. The only social
tant (and rhetorical) question about raising children: = media network that matters to them is YouTube, and I have
“Why work harder to be a great parent when your kid  a very minor following there,” he says.
will turn out just as well if you’re a mediocre one?” His Even though the extra followers and social media fan-
book, he says, exists to counteract the droves of high- dom have made humour less of a fun diversion and more of
achieving parenting books already in print. a survival mechanism (“I can either write jokes or I can
have a nervous breakdown”), Breakwell sees his humour as
Family man a skill that his children should adopt. “I am not funnier
N US-based Breakwell uses pseudonyms for his family, in- than anybody else, but 'm good at isolating the funny
cluding for himself. But he uses actual images of his fami-  things around me and sharing those moments with other
ly on social media. “That way, people couldn’t Google us  people. Even the worst Monday morning is good for a few
I've been testing to find our home address or figure out where my kids go  funny tweets.”

c to school,” he explains. “It’s hard to track somebody While the audience for his new book consists largely of
out hOV,V t_O bea | down based only on their picture. All little kids kind of  parents, its humour is relatable to anyone with children in
bare minimum look the same.” their lives. “A lot of people recognise their younger siblings
PaLem eversince I The concept of bare minimum parenting, he says, is  in the things I write about,” he says.
first became a dad one that he has been testing ever since he first became a Up next after Bare Minimum Parenting is a guided jour-
eight years ago dad eight years ago. “There have been times I've been  nal for children, designed to help them find humour in eve-

JAMES BREAKWELL

tempted to try too hard, but usually I'm able to resist,” he

jokes.

mandatory so that fathers can
play a more active role in their
children's early lives.

A slice of Italy

“Extraordinary Visions™ attempts to
present a portrait of Italy as seen
through the eyes of the masters

of photography

MURTAZA ALI KHAN

To commemorate the 70t
anniversary of the diplomat-
ic relations between India
and Italy and the 24 edition
of Confederation of Indian
Industry’s Technology Sum-
mit at which Italy is the
partner country, MAXXI, a
national museum of contem-
porary art and architecture
based out of Rome, has
brought a photography exhi-
bition to the Capital. Tilted
“Extraordinary Visions”, the
exhibition is an attempt to
present a portrait of Italy as
seen through the eyes of the
masters of Italian
photography.

Margherita Guccione, the
director of MAXXI Architet-
tura who has curated the ex-
hibition along with Simona
Antonacci, reveals, “The ex-
hibition was first shown at

MAXXI Museum on the occa-
sion of the celebrations 70
years of the Italian Republic,
back in June 2016. Now, as it
arrives in India, a country
that plays a crucial role in the
essential dialogue between
the East and the West, bet-
ween Asia and Europe, it en-
deavours to represent a hap-
py stage in diplomacy based
on art and culture.” The
(‘ The exhibition is
conceived like a
journey through
ordinary and
sublime Italian
landscapes,
architectures of
excellence and the
world of art, places of
power and places of
everyday life

MARGHERITA GUCCIONE

In a recent tweet responding to allegations that his
jokes were not all authentic, Breakwell suggested that

ryday situations.

Bare Minimum Parenting: The Ultimate Guide to Not
Quite Ruining Your Child, published by BenBella Books, is
available on amazon.in. Prices start at T209.

“kids are more ridiculous than you think”. He admits,

Artistic touch: (left) Works of Silvia Camporesi and Fabio Ponzio vie for attention

works on display recount the
cultural transformations that
Italy has been witnessing in
the recent decades.
Interestingly, the exhibi-
tion doesn’t open with a pho-
tographic image. The honour
is reserved for Alighieri Boet-
ti’s Mappa, a tapestry em-
broidered on canvas by Af-
ghan women made in 1971
that represents a map of the
world in which every coun-
try is distinguished by the co-
lours of its national flag. An-
tonacci explains, “Boetti’s

masterpiece mirrors how the
art as a driving force for
meetings between different
and remote peoples and tra-
ditions. We decided to add
this work of art at the exhibi-
tion in India because it spec-
ifically refers to the dialogue
between Asia and Europe.”
She further adds, “We are ve-
ry proud to present this exhi-
bition in India on the occa-
sion of the seventieth
anniversary of diplomatic re-
lations between Italy and In-
dia. The exhibition is also an

opportunity to improve the
reciprocal knowledge and
mark out new lines of crea-
tive development.”
“Extraordinary Visions”
brings together over 100 ori-
ginal photographs of 20 ar-
tists of international repute
such as Luigi Ghirri, known
for his metaphysical visions
that helped redefine land-
scape photography, to Massi-
mo Vitali, famous for his im-
ages of crowded beaches and
swimming pools, to Franco
Fontana, who pioneered the

use of saturated colorus for
capturing the natural land-
scapes, to Letizia Battaglia,
famous for her painful black
and white images denounc-
ing the Mafia activity in Sici-
ly, to Gabriele Basilico, noted
for his elegant and essential
architectural visions, to Wal-
ter Niedermayr, known for
his elegant images depicting
man’s dialogue with nature.
Guccione says, “The show
hosts not only the major Ita-
lian photographers coming
from the generation of mas-

SHORT TAKE

ters of landscape like Luigi
Ghirri, Guido Guidi, and Ma-
rio Cresci, but also the young
generation of artists that
have chosen to use photogra-
phy in an original way such
as Silvia Camporesi whose
photographs are taken in
black and white and then co-
loured by hand with pastels,

chnique th use :
a technique that was used at =, W0 o

the beginnings of
photography.”

The underlying idea be-
hind the exhibition is to look
at the image of contempor-
ary Italy aimed at breaking
the associated stereotypes.
“The exhibition is conceived
like a journey through ordin-
ary and sublime Italian land-
scapes, architectures of ex-
cellence and the world of art,

places of power and places of

everyday life. We are very
happy to open the exhibition
in the Italian Cultural Insti-
tute, which is a very strategic
place for dialogue between
our two countries,” sums up
Guccione, who desires to
present the show in Mumbai
next year.
(“Extraordinary Vi-
sions” will be on display

at the Italian Institute of

Culture in New Delhi till
January 13, 2019.)

To mark the 100™ an-
niversary of Indepen-
dence of the Republic of
Poland, the Polish Insti-
tute New Delhi, is hosting
a concert by Trebunie
Tutki, a Polish folk music
band, at Little Theatre
Group Auditorium, Man-
di House, on Tuesday.
Poland’s unique cultural
facet will be showcased
via music orchestrated
on traditional instru-
ments like sheep bells,
bagpipes and wooden
horns.

Shedding light on the
exhibition, Malgorzata
Tanska, Director, Polish
Institute New Delhi, says:
“As part of the centennial
celebrations of the coun-
try’s Independence, we
wanted to present some
of the finest music and
culture from Poland.”

5 EVENTS WORTH-YOUR-WHILE

EXHIBITION

Ecce Homo

Vadehra Art Gallery presents Kerala-born artist
Gigi Scaria's solo exhibtion titled ‘Ecce Homo' -
('Behold the man or How one become what one
is'). This ongoing show tells the artist's interest
in issues connected with urban development,
particularly those surrounding migration,
economic development and urban architecture.
VENUE: Vadehra Art Gallery, Defence Colony
TIME: 11a.m. -7 p.m.

SPECIAL MENU

Panipuri

Brew Buddy, a North Indian and Continental food
joint in Gurugram, has come up with a new menu
" London ki Nasheeli Panipuri' for this November.
The puris are served here with mashed boiled
potatoes and chickpeas dipped in mint chutney,
saunth chutney and dunked in either pudine ka
pani or anar or chukundar ka pani.

VENUE: SCO-41, Sector 29, Gurugram

TIME: 12 noon to 12 midnight

Gare Du Nord

This French film is a hybrid of fiction and
documentary, imagination and sociology, above
all a complex portrait of a familiar city space.
Mapping the Parisian railway station, the director
Claire Simon depicts a restless crossroads of
stories, encounters and fantasies.

VENUE: M.L. Bhartia Auditorium, Alliance
Francaise De Delhi

TIME: 10 a.m.

Ramens special

Wok Tok at The Grand, New Delhi, a Pan Asian
restaurant has come up with Ramens, a Japanese
dish consists of Chinese-style wheat noodles
served in a meat or fish-based broth. This
specially curated menu offers piping hot dishes
picked from Japan, Singapore, Thailand and
other parts of Asia.

venue: Wok Tok-The Grand, Vasant Kunj

TIME: 12 noon - 3:30 p.m.and 7 p.m. - Ta.m.

EXHIBITION

Canvas

The ongoing art show of Delhi-based artist
Yashpal's "Unearthly Rust", depicts a vintage,
wooden door, with its copper-brown colours
dripping in trickles. Yashpal tries to create
unearthly rust that is unreasonably inconvenient
to watch in reality but his paintings allows us to
visualise them so easily and conveniently.

VENUE: Triveni Kala Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg
TIME: 11a.m. -7 p.m.
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An Al for
an eye

SOMA BASU

Remember those colourfully-lit
weighing machines on railway
platforms that would take a coin
and give out a small cardboard
ticket with the person’s weight
and fortune? The Chief Medi-
cal Officer at Madurai’s Ara-
vind Eye Hospital (AEH), Dr
Ramasamy Kim, uses this
analogy to explain how peo-
ple could get a preliminary eye
check-up done instead of visit-
ing an ophthalmologist in the
future.

“In one look, the machine will
predict the condition of the retina
and advise on the next step of ac-
tion in seconds,” he says. All
thanks to artificial intelligence
(Al) in ophthalmology. He has
been working on the technology
with Google since 2013.

“The impact,” he says, “will
be seen in patient care and dia-
betes management.” He ima-
gines a scenario where the
scope of algorithms on smart-
phones will not require the
consumer to even go near a
machine. “People can take
selfies of the eye on their
phone cameras and have in-
stant access to ophthalmic
care.”

The two organisations
have been working on an
automated tool that could
detect diabetic retinopathy
(DR), the second leading
cause of blindness. DR is a
condition where lesions de-
velop in the retina of the eye
of those living with long-
standing diabetes. It puts
them at risk of losing vision, if

Artificial Intelligence-
powered television news
presenter

Welcome to the age of robotic Artificial
Intelligence-powered news anchors on
television. China's official news agency Xinhua
has unveiled a virtual newsreader who could
be easily mistaken for a real human being.
“The news anchor, based on the latest Al
technology, has a male image with a voice,
facial expressions and actions of a real
person,” reports Xinhua. "'He learns from live
broadcasting videos by himself and can read
texts as naturally as a professional news
anchor.” The Al news anchor was jointly
developed by Xinhua and Chinese search
engine company Sogou.com. "It is a good
effort,” Noel Sharkey, emeritus professor of
artificial intelligence and robotics at the
University of Sheffield, told the BBC. "We will
see it improve over time. The problem is that
it could be very dull.”

A peek into the new phone-
tablet foldable device

There has been a talk in the tech circles
regarding foldable phones. Last week,
Samsung at a developers conference in San
Francisco gave the first glimpse of the product
it is developing, which it said would be mass-
produced in the coming months. The new
product, which uses a new technology called
Infinity Flex Display, is a tablet when unfolded
or opened, and a phone when it is closed or
folded. "We've been living in a world where
the size of your screen can only be as large as
the device itself. We've added a new
dimension to help you browse, watch and
multitask like never before," CNET quoted
Justin Denison, Samsung senior vice president
of mobile product marketing, as saying.

CM
K

Google is partnering
with Madurai-based
Aravind Eye Hospital on
an Al-based algorithm to

screen diabetic

retinopathy and detect
the early onset of
blindness

left untreated.

In April this year, USA’s
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration validated AI as a
significant DR screening
tool. “We now have to pu-
blish our research paper
and await the certification
before we can start imple-
menting it in our routine
work,” says Dr Kim. The li-
censing of the AI algorithm for
use is expected by the year end,
and is foreseen as a tremen-

dous boost to eye care.

As head of the Retina de-
partment, Dr Kim gets ov-
er 600 patients daily in

his out-patient depart-
ment, of whom many
spend time and resources
in travelling to the hospital
and waiting for their turn.
There are many more left
out, who do not come to
the hospital simply be-
cause of lack of aware-
ness. Eye doctors re-
commend a mandatory
annual examination for
all people living with
diabetes and every per-
son above 40 years. Dr
Kim says in a country
like ours, where the pa-
tient volume is high, Al
will make the diagnosis
quicker, and also rev
up treatment to avoid
preventable loss of
vision.
“If the captured
image of the eye

Pioneering innovation: Dr Ramasamy Kim =R AsHok

shows negative for DR, then the
person will be advised to rescreen
after 12 months. And in case of a
positive result, the person would
be asked to see an ophthalmolo-
gist for further evaluation and im-
mediate treatment,” explains Dr
Kim.

He argues in favour of using
technology effectively and effi-
ciently in times when computers
are available everywhere and to
everybody but healthcare is not.

The World Health Organization
estimates 71 million Indians live
with diabetes and at least 20% of
them suffer from DR. Of these,
20% are not even aware of their
eye condition because they ha-
ven’t been in to a doctor for ex-
amination. Those who come to an
ophthalmologist get their retinal
images graded manually in what
is today a time-consuming pro-
cess taking from few hours to few
days.

AEH, however, has been work-
ing on a semi-automated format
since 2003, tying up with diabet-
ic clinics across Tamil Nadu.
When a patient walks into the

clinic, a technician takes pictures
of his/her retina with a fundus
camera, and along with an on-
line questionnaire answered by
the patient, emails it to trained

GOOGLE PREDICTS

Google has already
débuted an algorithm to
97% accuracy that can
identify a person's age,
sex, ethnicity and smoking
status and predict the
five-year risk of a heart
attack, all on the basis of
retinal imagery. The Al for
DR has been found to be
87% sensitive and 90%
specific for detecting more
than mild diabetic
retinopathy.

Aravind staff who use a software
to grade the image for DR. By the
time patients are done with their
diabetes check-up, they are also
informed about the status of
their eye and the necessary fol-

low-up action.

Aravind also has an established
network of 71 vision centres
across rural Tamil Nadu, that are
supervised by trained technicians
who take snapshots with retinal
cameras of the inside of the eye of
every person who walks in, and
sends the digital reports to Ara-
vind’s doctors, who then call in a
diagnosis and course of treat-
ment. Now, with the Google algo-
rithm in place, the process of col-
lating information and grading
retinal images will be standar-
dised and faster.

Dr Kim has spent the last four
years working on 10,000 retinal
images, drawing every lesion, dis-
tinctive spots, bleeding in the reti-
na due to diabetes that could oc-
cur in various permutations and
combinations, to help Google de-
velop the algorithm that would
recognise the signs of the disease
early. From June this year, Ara-
vind Hospital started supple-
menting its DR grading pro-
cess with the Google Al in 10
of its rural tele-consultation 3)
centres. “The results are ac-

Ho

curate,” says Dr Kim, who is now
working on 60,000 retinal images
for matching the grading results
from the machine and the human
eye in order to fine-tune the algo-
rithm. He says the algorithms
pick up problems that trained pe-
ople sometimes can’t and diffe-
rent ophthalmologists can end up
giving different opinions looking
at the same image of the eye.

Google has created a database
of 1,28,000 images from different
sight centres around the globe,
including two more in India —
Sankara Nethralaya in Chennai
and Narayana Nethralaya in Ben-
galuru. Dr Kim is one of the ex-
perts evaluating the data.

“The day is not far when Al will
go solo, because there are two be-
nefits of machine learning. More
people will be able to check their
eyes at a much lower cost, time,
and effort, and doctors will be
able to treat more patients who
are at risk,” says Dr Kim, allaying
fears of doctors left with less
work. “The Al, in fact, will throw
up huge numbers and accurately
spot the vision status and detect
the multiple problems or vision-
killing conditions. It only means I
will get many more patients to
treat and reduce the several
rounds of redundant tests.”

Though the challenge of a ma-
chine may lie in any false negative
and deprive a patient of consulta-
tion, Dr Kim says Al is superior to
anything that he has seen in DR
screening. “The machine is able
to see something beyond the hu-
man eye,” he says, “and as a doc-
tor, my only interest is in getting a
greater number of patients at an
early detected stage for successful

treatment.”

DID YOU KNOW?

One of the first examples of Al
being used in science was a
project called Dendral in the
1960s, which helped organic
chemists identify unknown
organic molecules.
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JULIAN ALMEIDA

Child of Light Ultimate
Edition for Nintendo Switch

Developer + Publisher:
Ubisoft

Price: ¥1500 ($19.99) for
Nintendo Switch

Every once in a while, the lines
of interactive entertainment
and traditional art intersect in
a very rare breed of video
game. Giving us games like
Okami, Limbo, Tearaway, Per-
sona 5 and many more. Child
of Light is one of them, a hand-
crafted magical journey, and
like most games today, it gets
the re-release to Nintendo’s
new handheld, the Switch, in
an Ultimate Edition. Like most
of the games that make it to
the Switch, it feels like a
homecoming.

Child of Light Ultimate
Edition for Nintendo
Switch

What’s it about?

Princess Aurora, on the eve
of Easter, falls into a deep co-
ma, waking up in a magical
dreamworld of Lemuria. With
a firefly, Igniculus, as her com-
panion, she has to find a way
back to the real world, where
her kingdom is in peril, with
her father the Duke bedridden
with grief, while the Black
Queen has stolen the sun,
moon, and stars from the sky.

Child of Light feels like an
Enid Blyton novel come to life,
except with a lot more magic.
Told from the perspective of a
simple side scroller, the story
is entertaining, with a great
pace, making you want to ex-
plore more and more of this
dream world as Aurora flies
around, meeting new people,
finding new companions and
defeating all manner of dark
creatures to make her way
back.

How does it play?

While it’s a side scroller
much like the Mario games, it’s
also a role-playing game, with
some deep turn-based combat
systems like the ones seen in
the Final Fantasy games. Once
you get your sword and jump
into battle, selecting magic or
attacks with perfect timing will
give you an edge over the mon-
sters. You can cheat a little,
thanks to Igniculus, by using

Dance to
the Light

Let in some gaming light and dance
into your life with Child of Light and

Just Dance 2019

the touchscreen to have him
blind enemies or glow to heal
yourself or your companions —
who join and fight alongside
you, as you progress through
the story.

Traversal is the other half of
the game and Child of Light
adds the element of flight early
on in the game, opening the
world and its watercolour

skies for you to explore to your
heart’s content. There too, Ig-
niculus plays an important
role — from lighting your way
in dark areas to blinding pur-
suing enemies enough for you
to get away. The combat sys-
tem is such that you will feel
yourself wanting to jump into
scraps with enemies and mini-
bosses to get your fix. Agreed,
this combination of gameplay
elements is not everyone’s cup
of tea, but it is a beautiful
game to dive into.

Child of Light sports a beau-
tiful handcrafted aesthetic,
with beautiful, windswept
touches. For example, Auro-
ra’s hair moves like it would
underwater as she runs across
backdrops that are positively
alive as well as eerie, and in
the distance you can see giants
roam the lands. Every frame
looks like it belongs on the
wall of a photo gallery, except
in motion it’s bewitching.

Should you get it?

Child of Light is a ray of sun-
shine in this dark gloomy
world of hyper-violent games

Action and adventure:
Images from Child of Light
and Just Dance 2019

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

into a dance floor and getting
you to sweat on some tracks.
This year’s edition features 40
hits, ranging from the catchy
‘Finesse’ by Bruno Mars and
Cardi B to that earworm ‘Hava-
na’ by Camila Cabello; as well
as songs by Ariana Grande,
Britney Spears, Dua Lipa and
many more. If you prefer so-
mething more classic, you can
pay a bit more for the Just
Dance Unlimited service,
which lets you dance to sever-
al new and old tracks.

How does it play?

Just Dance’s art style is quite
unique. Rather than going for
3D models that are motion-

that quest to push the boun-
daries of realism. On the
Switch it feels great on the go,
but it’s perfect on any console.
Dance Dance Revolution it
is not, but Just Dance 2019 is
entertaining enough to be
brought back every year. As
Ubisoft makes the game more
and more universally accessi-
ble by everyone; plus every
year it comes with its own set
of hits that you want to shake
your derriére to. Question is,
should you really get it and is it
worth that year-on-year up-
grade when you have Just
Dance Unlimited streaming
service? Let’s find out.

Just Dance 2019
What’s it about?
Plain and simple,
Just Dance is all
about converting
that living room

JUST DANCE 2019

Developer + Publisher:
Ubisoft

Price: 3,499 for Xbox
One, Playstation 4 and
Nintendo Switch, ¥2,999
for Xbox 360

captured, it instead has semi-
realistic dancing silhouettes
that wear all sorts of colourful
neon dresses that really bring
the tone of the song to life. All

you have to do is mimic their
movements either using Plays-
tation 4’s camera or Xbox
One’s Kinect. If you don’t have
those, you can use your smart-
phone to pair up with the mo-
tion on screen, just be careful
not to break it. The Nintendo
Switch gets the best deal here,
with its motion-sensing con-
trols and the docked mode.
The best accuracy is usually
the more expensive of the sen-
sors, but Just Dance is all about
having fun, rather than getting
technical. It is a game that little
boys and girls love to dance to,
and Ubisoft had recognised
that, and added a new kids
mode. This sort of transforms
the whole game, with charac-
ters wearing cute animal cos-
tumes that aim more at story-
telling without the negative
effects of scoring systems,
aimed at letting kids have fun.
However, there was a hitch
there, as parents complained
about the game nagging kids
with micro transactions, up-
selling them to go for the Unli-
mited, which is being fixed ra-
pidly by Ubisoft. Ideally
though, they should have fixed
it at the development stage and
not after they got called out.

Should you get it?

That said, Just Dance is tho-
roughly entertaining and the
2019 edition is great for the
kids mode. With an Unlimited
membership increasing the li-
fespan of the game, Ubisoft
really needs to think of more
killer features to make the
year-on-year investment into
Just Dance game instalments
worthwhile.

The writer is a tech and
gaming enthusiast who
hopes to one day fin-
ish his sci-fi novel
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